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THE  GRAND 


Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

1795-1906. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
MARCH  8,  A.D.  1906,  A. I.  2436. 

present: 


Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams,  . 

William  B.  Meredith, 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom, . 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  . 
Charles  Cary,  . 

Stockton  Bates, 

Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 
Rev.  William  B.  Wood, 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond, 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin, 
Samuel  Laughlin, 

John  C.  Taylor, 

George  W.  Kuebler, 
William  Js  Diehl, 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 
Francis  J.  Callahan,  as 
“  Benjamin  Eiseman,  as 
“  George  Hale,  . 

William  C.  Ash,  .  as 

William  B.  Joslyn,  . 


M .  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

M .  E.  Grand  King. 

M .  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M .  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 
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District  /Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Winfield  S.  Bell, 
Fred  M.  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Parmley,  Joseph  C.  Egbert,  Peter  K. 
Filbert,  Allen  S.  Heckman,  Henry  L.  Moore,  T.  Morris  Cuddy, 
Charles  E.  Cooper,  George  W.  Vernes,  William  F.  Shay,  Martin  L. 
Shaffner,  John  C.  Wallace,  John  W.  Farnsworth,  Cyrus  H.  Blood, 
Ellis  PI.  Doan,  Burgoyne  Rayton,  William  S.  Semple. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests: — M.  E.  Companions  Hibbert  P.  John, 
George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Alexander  H.  Morgan, 
Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Edward  B.  Spencer. 

Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 

Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 
James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 
Daniel  W.  Hutci-iin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 
Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 
Alexander  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 
George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 
Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  150,  152,  161,  163,  169,  170,  .171,  173, 
174,  175,  182,  183,  190,  195,  196,  197,  198,  201,  202,  208,  209,  219,  220, 
225,  226,  228,  232,  233,  234,  236,  237,  238,  239,  240,  243,  245,  246,  247, 
248,  250,  251,  252,  256,  257,  258,  262,  267,  270,  271,  278,  284.  (56  Chap¬ 

ters.)  (129  members.)  (57  visitors.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.m. 


The  Minutes  of  the  Annual  Grand  Communication 
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held  on  St.  John’s  Day,  Wednesday,  December  27,  1905, 
were  read  and  approved. 

So  much  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communi¬ 
cation  held  Thursday,  December  7,  1905,  as  refers  to 
the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  read,  when  Companion 
Thomas  R.  Patton  was  installed  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer, 
was  duly  proclaimed  as  such,  and  received  the  salutations 
of  the  Craft. 

Copies  of  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  from 
Chapters  Nos.  165,  180,  183,  197,  209,.  215  and  248  were 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  as  follows  : 


Philadelphia,  March  2,  1906. 

* To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report,  that 
they  have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Com¬ 
panion  Charles  Cary,  from  November  20,  1905,  to  February  28,  1906,  and 
find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 

Balance  on  hand,  November  20,  1905,  .....  $376  07 


RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  .  .  $8,747  45 

From  Interest  on  Investments,  .  .  .  70  00 

From  Certificates,  .  .  .  .  .  20  00 

From  Constitutions, .  I3  OQ  8,850  45 


$9,226  52 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  . 

$1,500 

00 

Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, 

972 

1 2 

Masonic  Home,  ...... 

1 ,000 

00 

Jewish  Donation,  ..... 

200 

00 

Investment,  ...... 

5io 

83 

Examination  of  Mark  Lodge  Books, 

15° 

00 

Library  Committee,  ..... 

2  5 

00 

Salaries,  ....... 

562 

5° 

Clothing  and  Furniture,  .... 

5  6 

10 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, 

43 

20 

5.oi9  75 


Balance  in  hands  of  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  March  1 ,  1906,  $4,206  77 

We  recommend  and  offer  the  following  Resolution: 

Resolved: — that  an  additional  appropriation  of  Two  Hundred  Dollars 
($200.00)  be  made  to  the  item  of  “Expenses  of  the  D.  D.  Grand  High 
Priests.  ’  ’ 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 
Charles  W.  Packer, 
William  M.  Donaldson, 
Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee. 


It  was,  on  motion,  resolved  that  the  Resolution  accom¬ 
panying  the  Report  be  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report : 


Philadelphia,  March  6,  1906. 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the  pro¬ 
posed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  165,  180,  183,  197,  209, 
215,  and  248,  and  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved: — that  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
Nos.  165,  180,  183,  197,  209,  and  248  be  approved. 
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Resolved: — that  the  proposed  Amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
215  be  not  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

Stephen  H.  Appleton, 

John  E.  Poore, 

Joseph  W.  Kenworthy, 

Committee. 

It  was,  on  motion,  resolved  that  the  Resolutions  be 
adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  presented 
the  following  Report : 

Philadelphia,  March  8,  1906. 

J .  Henry  Williams,  Esq., 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  etc. 

Dear  Sir  and  Companion: — Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Pub¬ 
lishing  begs  leave  to  report  that  bids  for  printing  and  publishing  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  for  the  year  1905  were 
asked  from  several  reputable  firms,  and  the  contract  was  awarded  to  the 
lowest  bidder,  Messrs.  MacCalla  &  Company,  Incorporated.  Owing  to  a 
strike  among  the  printers  the  distribution  of  the  work  has  been  delayed, 
but  the  contractor  has  promised  an  early  delivery. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Louis  M.  Wagner,  Chairman-, 
James  W.  R.  Washington, 
Alexander  McCune, 

Frank  E.  Townsend, 

Robert  F.  Mustin,  Jr., 

Committee. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  Chapters  Nos. 
21,  43,  91,  150,  161,  162,  163,  166,  167,  170,  171,  172, 
173,  174,  175,  177,  180,  1 8 1,  185,  186,  187,  191,  192, 

195,  196,  197,  198,  199,  200,  201,  204,  206,  207,  208, 

209,  210,  2 1 1 ,  212,  215,  216,  217,  218,  220,  222,  224, 
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225,  227,  228,  230,  232,  233,  236,  238,  241,  243,  244, 

246,  249,  254,  255,  259,  260,  261,  263,  264,  265,  266, 

267,  269,  272,  273,  274,  275,  276,  278,  280,  282,  283, 

286,  and  Mark  Lodges  Nos.  91,  214,  216. 

Missives. — A  Missive  was  received  from  Companion 
A.  V.  Storm,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Iowa,  appointing  Com¬ 
panion  John  A.  Perry  as  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Iowa,  near  this  Grand 
Chapter.  On  motion  Companion  John  A.  Perry  was 
received  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

A  Missive  was  received  from  Companion  William  A. 
Reiter,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  appoint¬ 
ing  Companion  Carl  A.  SuNDSTROMas  Representative  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  near  this  Grand  Chapter.  On  motion  Companion 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom  was  received  and  acknowledged  as 
such  Representative. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
announcing  the  death  of  distinguished  Companions,  as 
follows  : 

M.  E.  Companion  James  W.  Underhill,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Died  November  13,  1905. 

M.  E.  Companion  Brenton  D.  Babcock,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Died  January  10,  1906. 
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M.  E.  Companion  Joseph  S.  Browne,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Missouri.  Died  February  12,  1906. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off,”  for  the  purpose 
of  exemplifying  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  opened,  and 
the  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  exemplified. 

The  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “  called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  forty-five  minutes  p.m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 


MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
JUNE  7,  A.D.  1906,  A. I.  2436. 


PRESENT  I 


Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams,  . 

William  B.  Meredith, 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom, . 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  . 
Charles  Cary,  . 

Stockton  Bates, 

Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 
Rev.  William  B.  Wood, 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin, 
Samuel  Laughlin, 

John  C.  Taylor, 

George  W.  Kuebler, 
James  E.  M.  Keller,  as 
S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 
George  B.  Wells, 

Frank  W.  Martenis, 
George  Hale,  . 

Francis  J.  Callahan,  as 
William  B.  Joslyn,  . 


M .  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

M .  E.  Grand  King. 

M .  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer . 

M .  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Winfield  S.  Bell, 
John  B.  Sprenkel,  Fred  M.  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Parmley,  Peter  K. 
Filbert,  Allen  S.  Heckman,  Henry  L.  Moore,  George  W.  Vernes, 
William  F.  Shay,  John  C.  Wallace,  John  W.  Farnsworth,  Walton 
K.  Swetland. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Hibbert  P.  John,  George  W. 
Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  Ezra  S. 
Bartlett,  Edward  B.  Spencer. 
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Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 

Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 
James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N. Carolina. 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 
George  B.  "Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

John  A.  Perry,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 
Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

John  C.  Wallace,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  150,  152,  163,  169,  170,  171,  173,  175, 

182,  183,  186,  189,  190,  192,  196,  197,  199,  208,  209,  216,  221,  226,  232, 

233»  234>  237,  239,  240,  243,  245,  246,  247,  248,  250,  251,  256,  257,  258, 

263,  266,  267,  271,  277,  278,  279,  284.  (51  Chapters.)  (112  members.) 

{32  visitors.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  March  8,  1906,  were  read  and  approved. 

Copies  of  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  from 
Chapters  Nos.  181,  200,  21 1,  234,  248,  273,  and  280 
were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By- 
Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  as  follows  : 
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QUARTERLY  REPORT. 


Philadelphia,  June  1,  1906. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Com¬ 
panion  Charles  Cary,  from  February  28,  1906,  to  May  31,  1906,  and  .find 
them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 

Balance  on  hand,  .......  $4,206  77 


RECEIPTS. 


From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, 
From  Interest  on  Masonic  Loan,  . 
From  Interest  on  Deposits, 

From  Constitutions,  . 

From  Certificates, 

From  Dispensations,  . 


$228  00 
400  00 

18  93 
9  00 

2  00 

1  00  658  93 


EXPENDITURES. 


$4,865  70 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  . 
Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, 
Salaries,  ...... 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, 
Clothing,  Furniture,  etc., 


$1,500  00 
1 37  60 

562  5° 

151  72 

18  05  2,369  87 


Balance  on  hand  May  31,  1906, 


$2,495  8 3 


At  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  was  held  on  Tuesday,  April  27,  1906,  to  confer  with 
him  on  the  subject  of  aiding  the  sufferers  by  the  earthquake  and  fire  in 
California,  when  the  following  Resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved:— that  -  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Finance  Committee  that  the 
Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  would  approve  the  drawing  of  an  order 
by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  which  this  Committee  would  recommend, 
on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  for  the 
relief  of  the  California  sufferers. 


To  confirm  this  recommendation  we  offer  the  following  Resolution : 
Resolved: — that  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  be  and  he  is  hereby 
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authorized  to  draw  an  order  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  Five 

# 

Hundred  Dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  California  sufferers. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

Mark  Muckle, 

Charles  W.  Packer, 
Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee . 


On  motion,  duly  made  and  seconded,  the  Resolution 
attached  to  the  above  Report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report;  when  the  Resolutions  attached  thereto  were,  on 
motion,  adopted. 

Philadelphia,  June  5,  1906. 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the  pro¬ 
posed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  181,  200,  211,  234,  248, 
273,  and  280,  and  respectfully  offer  the  following  Resolutions: 

Resolved: — that  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  Nos.  181,  200, 
234,  248,  273,  and  280  be  approved;  also  that  Chapter  No.  181  be  directed 
to  further  amend  its  By-Laws  to  conform  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
of  Grand  Chapter. 

Resolved : — that  the  proposed  Amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
2 1 1  be  not  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

Stephen  H.  Appleton, 

John  E.  Poore, 

Committee. 


M.  E.  Companion  Isaac  F.  Stidham,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut,  was  pleased 
to  visit  the  Grand  Chapter  and  was  received  with  the 
customary  Honors. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  deaths 
of  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Companion 
Albert  R.  Hoover  and  Grand  Chaplain  Richard  H. 
Wharton,  paying  tribute  to  their  worth  and  reciting 
their  Masonic  services. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
announcing  the  death  of  distinguished  Companions  as 
follows  : 

R.  E.  Companion  George  M.  Kingsbury,  R.  E.  Grand 
Scribe  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Michigan.  Died  February  27,  1906. 

M.  E.  Companion  Silas  Orcasto  Vaughan,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  State  of  Illinois.  Died  March  10,  1906. 

M.  E.  Companion  Benjamin  T.  Dawson,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  the  State  of  Indiana.  Died  March  16,  1906. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  W.  Finch,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Michigan.  Died  April  4,  1906. 

M.  E.  Companion  George  Harold  Walker,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  District  of  Columbia.  Died  May  5,  1906. 

M.  E.  Companion  Allan  McDowell,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
State  of  Missouri.  Died  May  20,  1906. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “  called  off”  for  the  purpose 
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of  exemplifying  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s 
Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
opened,  and  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master 
Mason  was  exemplified. 

The  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “  called  on.” 

Announcement  was  made  that  ninety-two  Chapters 
had  contributed  Four  Thousand  and  Fifty  Dollars  and 
Fifty  Cents  to  the  Relief  Fund  for  the  San  Francisco 
sufferers  by  earthquake  and  fire. 

A  Petition  was  received  from  a  number  (26)  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  for  a  Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter,  to  be 
held  at  Hanover,  York  county,  Pa.,  to  be  called  “  Han¬ 
over  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  — .” 

On  motion  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion 
George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  the  Petition  was  referred  to 
the  Grand  Officers  with  power  to  act. 

M.  E.  Companion  Isaac  F.  Stidham,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut, 
addressed  Grand  Chapter  in  his  usual  forcible  and  very 
happy  manner,  for  the  good  of  Freemasonry  in  general 
and  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  particular. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  ten 
o’clock  and  twelve  minutes  p.m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 


MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
SEPTEMBER  6,  A.D.  1906,  A. I.  2436. 


PRESENT : 


Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams,  . 

William  B.  Meredith, 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  . 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  . 
Charles  Cary, . 
Stockton  Bates, 

Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 

“  Rev.  Wm.  B.  Wood,  D.D. 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond, 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin, 
Samuel  Laughlin, 

John  C.  Taylor, 

George  W.  Kuebler, 
Harry  W.  Smith, 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 
George  B.  Wells, 
Frank  W.  Martenis, 

J.  Fred.  Greenwood, 
Frank  M.  Highley,  . 
William  B.  Joslyn,  . 


M .  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

M .  E.  Grand  King. 

M .  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M .  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 
Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 
Grand  AI aster  of  the  Third  Vail. 


.  Grand  ilf  aster  of  the  First  V ail. 

.  Grand  Marshal. 

.  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies 
as  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

.  Grand  Pursuivant. 

.  Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Winfield  S.  Bell, 
George  C.  Johnstone,  William  Nagel,  John  B.  Sprenkel,  Fred  M. 
Smith,  Joseph  C.  Egbert,  Allen  S.  Heckman,  Henry  L.  Moore, 
George  W.  Vernes,  William  F.  Shay,  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  Peter 
Barkey,  John  C.  Wallace,  John  W.  Farnsworth,  Burgoyne  Rayton, 
William  S.  Semple,  Reuben  A.  Zimmerman. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Hibbert  P.  John,  George  W. 
Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  Ezra  S. 
Bartlett,  Henry  Oscar  Kline. 
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Grand  Representatives . 

Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 

Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 
James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

H.  Oscar  Kline,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida." 

George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

“  John  A.  Perry,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

“  Samuel  W.  Wray,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 

“  William  L.  Gorgas,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 
Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter. of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey, 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

“  John  C.  Wallace,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  163,  169,  170,  173,  175,  182,  183, 
185,  189,  190,  198,  199,  201,  203,  208,  214,  215,  216,  217,  223,  226,  228, 
232.  233»  234,  237,  239,  240,  243,  245,  246,  247,  248,  250,  251,  255,  256,  257, 
258,  262,  266,  270,  271,  275,  278,  283,  284.  .(53  Chapters.)  (126  mem¬ 
bers.)  (26  visitors.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  on 
Thursday,  June  7,  1906,  were  read  and  approved. 

Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to 
By-Laws  from  Chapters  Nos.  228  and  190,  245,  and  251 

2 


i8 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1906. 


were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By- 
Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  Quar- 
terly  Report : 


Philadelphia,  August  31,  1906. 

To  the  M.  E.  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Com¬ 
panion  Charles  Cary,  from  May  31,  1906,  to  August  31,  1906,  and  find 
them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 


Balance  on  hand  May  31,  1906, 


2.495  83 


RECEIPTS 

From  Chapters,  . 

From  Interest  on  Investments,  . 

From  Certificates,  .... 
From  Constitutions,  .... 


1,220  35 

78  75 
4  00 
1  00 


EXPENDITURES. 


Special  Appropriation  San  Francisco.  .  500  00 

Salaries,  -  562  50 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery,  .  .  558  69 

Clothing  and  Furniture,  .  .  .  19  50 


1,304  10 
3.799  93 


1,640  69 


Balance  in  hands  of  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  August  3 1 ,  1906,  $2,159  24 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 
Charles  W.  Packer, 
William  M.  Donaldson, 
Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee. 


The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
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Report,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  Resolutions 
attached  thereto  were,  on  motion  duly  made  and 
seconded,  adopted  : 

Philadelphia,  September  6,  1906. 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  code  of  By-Laws  for  Chapter  No.  228,  and  the  proposed 
Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  190,  245,  and  251,  and  offer 
the  following  Resolutions: 

Resolved: — that  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  228  be  amended 
by  striking  out,  in  Article  4,  Section  3,  the  word  ‘  ‘ Trustees’  ’  and  inserting 
the  words  ‘  ‘  High  Priest  for  use  ’  ’ ;  also  by  striking  out,  in  the  same  section 
the  words  ‘  ‘  and  their  successors  in  office  ’  ’ ;  also  by  striking  out  in  Article 
6,  Section  4,  the  word  “Trustees”  and  insertingffhe  words  “High  Priest 
for  use  ’  ’ ;  also  by  striking  out  in  the  same  section  the  words  ‘  ‘  and  their 
successors  and  assigns,”  and  the  words  in  Article  6,  “  subject  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Article  5,  Section  1,  ”  and  that  as  so  amended  they  be  approved. 

Resolved: — that  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
Nos.  190,  245,  and  251  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

John  E.  Poore, 

For  Committee. 


The  M.  E,  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  following 
Report : 

Philadelphia,  September  6,  A.D.  1906. 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Masonic  J urisdiction  Thereunto  Belonging. 

Companions: — The  Grand  Secretary  presents  the  following  Annual 
Report  of  the  Work  and  Membership  of  the  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges 
of  the  Jurisdiction  for  the  year  ending  on  December  27,  1905: 

CHAPTERS. 


Membership,  December  27,  1904,  as  per  last  report, 
•  Admitted  during  the  year, 

Restored  to  Membership, 

Marked,  etc.,  . 


24,005 

146 

47 

.  1,942  2,135 


26,140 
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% 


20 


Deduct. 


Died  during  the  year  1905,  . 

407 

Resigned  or  Membership  ceased,  . 

163 

Suspended  or  expelled,  .  . 

261 

831 

Membership,  December  27,  1905,  per  returns, 

* 

25>3°9 

A  net  gain  of  ...  .  1,304 

Rejected  during  1905,  .  ,  ,  113 

Restored  to  G.  M.  S.,  .  .  .  15 

MARK  LODGES. 

Membership,  December  27,  1904, 

616 

Admitted,  ...... 

4 

Restored,  ...... 

15 

19 

635 

Deduct. 

Died  during  the  year  1905,  ...... 

70 

Suspended,  ........ 

0 

._•> 

Resigned,  ........ 

8 

81 

Membership,  December  27,  1905,  per  returns,  .  554 

Number  of  Chapters,  December  27,  1905,  .  .  .  127 

Number  of  Mark  Lodges,  ...  3 


Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

Charles  Cary, 
Grand  Secretary. 


STATISTICS. 


No. 

Name. 

Marked. 

Adrru 

Died 

Res 

Susp. 

Memb. 

3 

Jerusalem, 

29 

l 

1  2 

8 

433 

2 1 

Perseverance, 

15 

3 

3 

208 

43 

1 1 

3 

9 

1 

3 

285 

52 

Harmony, 

68 

3 

21 

6 

6 

H 

M 

00 

91 

Columbia, 

41 

4 

18 

5 

4 

585 

i5° 

Washington, 

22 

1 

2 

1 

204 

i52 

Reading, 

1 2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

23° 

159 

Schuylkill, 

2 

1 

38 

161 

Union, 

10 

3 

3 

5 

2 

218 

162 

Zerubbabel, 

60 

2 

19 

10 

944 

163 

LaFayette, 

7 

2 

1 

118 
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No. 

Name.  Marked. 

Adm. 

Died. 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

164 

Brownsville, 

13 

# 

2 

• 

1 

4 

123 

i65 

Union, 

1 1 

1 

2 

9 

190 

166 

Mount  Moriah, 

9 

1 

1 

1 

97 

167 

Eureka, 

10 

2 

1 

1 

2 

108 

169 

Philadelphia, 

19 

2 

7 

248 

170 

Delta, 

26 

3 

3 

1 

3 

260 

171 

St.  John’s, 

5 

4 

2 

102 

172 

Temple, 

4 

2 

94 

I73 

Easton, 

18 

1 

3 

2 

4 

232 

174 

N  orthumberland , 

21 

1 

00 

i75 

Keystone, 

5i 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 

525 

176 

Geo.  Washington, 

7 

97 

177 

Tamaqua, 

3 

1 

1 

54 

178 

Catawissa, 

3 

25 

179 

Eureka, 

20 

1 

2 

!3I 

180 

Warren, 

■v 

3 1 

181 

Lilly, 

5 

1 

2 

I 

1 2 1 

182 

Shekinah, 

33 

6 

5 

3 

7 

333 

183 

Oriental, 

75 

1 

19 

6 

2 

1186 

185 

Lackawanna, 

39 

6 

7 

3 

2 

356 

186 

Lewistown, 

8 

c 

84 

187 

Oriental, 

8 

1 

1 

65 

189 

Mountain , 

24 

2 

1 

2 

3D 

100 

Norristown, 

22 

5 

3 

3 

360 

191 

Solomon, 

4 

1 

.  5 

1 

77 

192 

Urania, 

18 

1 

7 

1 

254 

193 

Duquesne, 

57 

3 1 

1 1 

2 

16 

748 

194 

Tioga, 

1 

2 

62 

165 

Portage, 

5 

2 

3 

7 

161 

196 

Mountain  City, 

10 

1 

1 

■  4 

125 

197 

Wei  die, 

5 

2 

127 

198 

Phcenix , 

3 1 

1 

2 

1 

201 

199 

Howell, 

14 

3 

194 

200 

'  Columbus, 

4 

1 

2 

90 

201 

Standing  Stone, 

9 

3 

91 

202 

Howell, 

13 

1 

97 

203 

Allen , 

24 

1 

3 

217 

204 

Anthony  Wayne, 

9 

1 

65 

205 

Factory  ville, 

1 

2 

4 

53 

206 

Harmony, 

4 

2 

2 

106 

207 

Aaron, 

2 

4 

1 

52 

208 

Germantown, 

13 

1 

5 

1 

2 

219 
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No. 

Name.  Marked. 

Adm. 

Died. 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

2og 

Samuel  C.  Perkins,  6 

I 

2 

68 

210 

Great  Bend, 

2 

I 

2 

29 

2  1 1 

.Venango, 

5 

5 

3 

6 

174 

212 

Mound, 

9 

5 

5 

I 

*37 

214 

Valley, 

5 

1 

5 

I 

93 

2 1 5 

Temple, 

12 

3 

4 

2 

2 

257 

216 

Zinzendorf, 

7 

1 

1 

I 

1 

109 

217 

Allegheny, 

46 

3 

1 1 

743 

218 

Bloomsburg, 

5 

2 

I 

1 

,  69 
89 

219 

Griscom, 

8 

1 

I 

1 

220 

Fort  Washington, 

1 

* 

37 

221 

Tremont, 

6 

I 

1 

67 

222 

Lycoming, 

23 

1 

4 

I 

2 

296 

223 

Oxford, 

5 

1 

2 

76 

224 

Corinthian, 

12 

1 

1 

I 

115 

225 

Jefferson, 

W 

4 

228 

226 

Siloam, 

14 

9 

I 

216 

227 

Emporium, 

1 

74 

228 

Clearfield, 

4 

4 

I 

9 

i59 

23° 

Elk, 

6 

1 

1 

1 

125 

232 

St.  John, 

22 

1 

2 

4 

4 

297 

233 

Kensington, 

24 

3 

8 

3 

6 

5 10 

234 

Media, 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

86 

235 

Occidental, 

6 

1 

3 

5 

119 

236 

Oil  City, 

16 

2 

1 

142 

237 

Excelsior, 

16 

1 

8 

8 

19 

422 

238 

Newport, 

i 

1 

1 

56 

239 

Danville, 

12 

1 

70 

240 

Palestine, 

32 

4 

8 

3 

1 

452 

241 

Bellefonte, 

1 

1 

8 

90 

242 

Pittston, 

5 

1 

3 

1 2 1 

243 

T.  B.  Freeman, 

38 

6 

10 

12 

15 

695 

244 

Norman, 

16 

1 

1 

147 

245 

Abington, 

8 

1 

2 

3 

76 

246 

Warrior  Run, 

8 

1 

97 

247 

Orient, 

25 

1 

2 

179 

248 

Temple, 

25 

6 

6 

2 

219 

249 

Monongahela, 

14 

T 

2 

2 

1 

192 

250 

Corinthian, 

24 

3 

6 

6 

318 

251 

Signet, 

17 

7 

5 

3 

4 

127 

252 

Mizpah, 

6 

92 

254 

Arnold, 

5 

37 
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No. 

Name.  Marked. 

Adm. 

Died. 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

255 

Bedford, 

4 

I 

4 

2  . 

73 

256 

University, 

54 

6 

5 

3 

2 

408 

257 

Shiloh, 

32 

1 

9 

4 

5 

568 

258 

Chester, 

23 

2 

3 

3 

293 

259 

Eden, 

18 

13 

2 

I39 

260 

Bradford, 

4 

2 

4 

1 

.  1 

281 

261 

Troy, 

2 

1 

70 

262 

Montgomery, 

20 

3 

3 

2 

169 

263 

Coudersport, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

65 

264 

Shamokin, 

26 

1 

1 10 

265 

Westfield, 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

39 

266 

Good  Samaritan, 

4 

i 

98 

267 

Coatesville, 

17 

1 

1 

115 

268 

Pittsburgh , 

23 

r 

2 

6 

377 

269 

Ulysses, 

5 

2 

2 

3 1 

270 

Doylestown, 

6 

1 

2 

% 

I 

92 

271 

Pottstown, 

3 

3 

9 

126 

272 

Hebron, 

1 

67 

273 

Butler, 

12 

4 

4 

1 

1 

168 

274 

Bangor, 

5 

1 

1 

65 

275 

Kennett, 

1 

1 

48 

276 

The  Susquehanna,  6 

1 

68 

277 

Hazleton, 

12 

3 

8 

132 

278 

Catasauqua, 

2 

2 

1 

103 

279 

Kane, 

8 

2 

70 

280 

Cyrus, 

25 

1 

2 

2 

1 

196 

281 

Monroe, 

6 

4 

98 

282 

McKeesport, 

28 

2- 

2 

1 

3°9 

283 

Connellsville, 

1 1 

I 

93 

284 

Melita, 

81 

5 

I 

2 

267 

285 

Wilkinsburg, 

34 

2 

T52 

286 

Bellevue, 

2 1 

2 

109 

i> 

942 

I93 

407 

163 

261 

25-3°9 

4 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  reported  that  the 
request  from  a  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  for  a 
Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter,  to  be  held  at  Hanover, 
York  county,  Pa.,  was  not  granted. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  death, 
on  September  5,  1906,  of  the  Senior  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  Companion  William  C. 
Hamilton,  and  stated  that  he  would  appoint  a  Com¬ 
panion  to  prepare  a  suitable  In  Memoriam. 

Missive. — A  Missive  was  received  from  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  Iowa,  appointing  Companion  John  A.  Perry 
as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  Iowa,  near  this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion,  duly  made  and  seconded,  Companion 
John  A.  Perry  was  received  and  acknowledged  as  such 
Representative. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
announcing  the  death  of  distinguished  Companions  as 
follows  : 

M.  E.  Companion  Edward  S.  Gatchell,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Alabama.  Died  May  3,  1906. 

M.  E.  Companion  James  Tait  Beck,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Alabama.  Died  May  6,  1906. 

M.  E.  Companion  Benjamin  F.  Watts,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Michigan.  Died  July  13,  1906. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “  called  off,>  for  the  purpose 
of  exemplifying  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 
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A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  opened  and 
the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  'was  exemplified. 

The  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “  called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  thirty  minutes  p.m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
DECEMBER  6,  A.D.  1906,  A. I.  2436. 


present: 


Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams,  . 

William  B.  Meredith, 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom, . 

H.  Oscar  Kline, 

Charles  Cary,  . 
Stockton  Bates, 

Rey.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 
William  B.  Chalfant,  D. 
Rey.  Horace  F.  Fuller, 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond, 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin, 
Samuel  Laughlin, 

John  C.  Taylor, 

George  W.  Kuebler, 
William  J.  Diehl, 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 
George  B.  Wells, 

Frank  W.  Martenis, 
George  Hale,  . 

Frank  M.  Highley,  . 
William  B.  Joslyn,  . 


.  M .  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M .  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  Past  Grand  High  Priest , 
acting  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  M .  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

).  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

.  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  First  V ail. 

.  Grand  Marshal. 

.  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

.  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
.  Grand  Pursuivant. 

.  Grand  T yler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Winfield  S.  Bell, 
George  C.  Johnstone,  William  Nagel,  John  B.  Sprenkel,  Fred  M. 
Smith,  Thomas  J.  Parmley,  Peter  K.  Filbert,  Allen  S.  Heckman, 
Henry  L.  Moore,  Charles  E.  Cooper,  George  W.  Vernes,  William 
F.  Shay,  Peter  Barkey,  John  C.  Wallace,  John  W.  Farnsworth, 
Cyrus  H.  Blood,  Burgoyne  Rayton,  William  S.  Semple,  Reuben  A. 
Zimmerman,  Walton  K.  Swetland. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Hibbert  P.  John,  George  W. 
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Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  Edgar  A- 
Tennis,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  Edward  B.  SpeNcer,  Henry  Oscar  Kline. 

Grand  Representatives . 

Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 
William  M.  Donaldson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado. 

James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

“  H.  Oscar  Kline,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

John  A.  Perry,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

Samuel  W.  Wray,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

“  Alexander  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

William  L.  Gorgas,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

David  M.  Kinzer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

Isaac  N.  Grubb,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada. 

Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

John  McKain,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

John  C.  Wallace,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 


Chapters  Nos.  3, 

21, 

43 *  5: 

2,  91, 

150 

,  152, 

161, 

162, 

163, 

164, 

165, 

166, 

169, 

17°, 

171, 

172, 

173. 

i74, 

175. 

176, 

I79> 

18  1 , 

182 , 

183, 

185, 

186, 

189, 

19°, 

192, 

I93> 

i95. 

196, 

T97> 

198, 

I99> 

200, 

201 , 

202 , 

204, 

205, 

206, 

208, 

209, 

21 1, 

212, 

214, 

215. 

216, 

217, 

219, 

220, 

222, 

223, 

224, 

225, 

226, 

228, 

230. 

232> 

233. 

234. 

235. 

236, 

237. 

238. 

239. 

240, 

241, 

242, 

243» 

244, 

245* 

246, 

247» 

248’, 

249. 

250. 

251. 

252, 

255, 

256, 

257- 

258, 

259. 

260, 

261 , 

262, 

264, 

266, 

267, 

268, 

270, 

271, 

272, 

273. 

275, 

276, 

277. 

278, 

279. 

280, 

281 , 

282, 

284, 

285, 

286. 

(IO 

7  Chapters.) 

(296  : 

members.) 

(6 

visitors.) 
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The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
2  o’clock  P.M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  on 
Thursday,  September  6,  1906,  were  read  and  approved. 

Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to 
By-Laws  from  Chapters  Nos.  234  and  243  and  251  were 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  Quar¬ 
terly  Report : 


Philadelphia,  November  30,  1906. 

To  the  M .  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report,  that 
they  have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion 
.  Thomas  R.  Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Com¬ 
panion  Charles  Cary,  from  August  31,  1906,  to  November  20,  1906,  and 
find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 


Balance  on  hand  August  3 1 ,  1906,  .  .  .  *  2,159  24 


RECEIPTS 


From  Chapters,  .  .  ,  .  .  1,006  75 

Interest  on  Investments,  .  .  .  400  00 

Interest  on  Deposits,  ...  47  5° 

Constitutions,  .  .  .  .  ,  1  00 

Certificates,  .....  2  00 

Dispensations,  .....  1  00 


D458  2 5 


3-6i7  49 
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EXPENDITURES. 

# 


Rent,  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..  1,500  00 

Salaries,  .......  562  50 

D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests,  .  .  78  79 

Clothing  and  Furniture,  .  .  .  26  39 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery,  .  .  170  20 


2,337  88 


Balance  on  hand  November  20,  1906,  .  .  .  .$1,27961 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 
William  M.  Donaldson, 
Charles  W.  Packer, 

Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  An¬ 
nual  Report: 


Balance  in  hands  of  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  November  20,  1905 ,  376  07 


RECEIPTS. 


From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, 

11,202 

55 

Interest  on  Investments, 

948 

75 

Interest  on  Deposits, 

66 

43 

Certificates,  ..... 

28 

00 

Dispensations,  ..... 

2 

00 

Constitutions.  . 

24 

00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  . 

3,000 

00 

Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, 

1 ,188 

5i 

Rent,  ....... 

1  >5°° 

00 

Salaries  .... 

2,250 

00 

Clothing  and  Furniture,  .... 

120 

04 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, 

923 

81 

Masonic  Home,  ...... 

1 ,000 

00 

Relief  of  Suffering  J ews  in  Russia, 

200 

00 

Relief  of  Earthquake  Sufferers  in  California,  . 

5°° 

00 

Examination  of  Mark  Books, 

150 

00 

Masonic  Library  Committee, 

25 

00 

Investment,  .  .  ^ 

5i° 

83 

12,271  73 
12,647  80 


11,368  19 


Balance  in  hands  of  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  November  20, 1906,  $1,279  61 
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The  investments  held  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  amounting  to 
Twenty-five  Thousand  ($25,000.00)  Dollars,  are  as  follows:  Twenty 
Thousand  Dollars  Masonic  Temple  4  per  cent.  Redemption  Loan;  Thirty- 
five  Hundred  Dollars  City  of  Philadelphia  3  per  cent.  Loan;  Fifteen 
Hundred  Dollars  City  of  Philadelphia  3L2  per  cent.  Loan;  all  in  the  name 
of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Bonds  Nos.  60,  61  and  62,  for  $5,000.00  each,  .  .  15,000  00 

Bonds  Nos.  191,  192,  193,  194  and  195,  $1,000.00  each,  .  5,000  00 

Bonds  No.  45,  Series  J,  Philadelphia  Loan,  .  .  .  1,000  00 

Bonds  352,  Series  M,  Philadelphia  Loan,  .  .  .  1,000  00 

Bond  No.  251,  Series  E,  Philadelphia  Loan,  .  .  500  00 

Bond  No.  550,  Series  G,  Philadelphia  Loan,  .  .  .  1,000  00 

Bond  No.  245,  “School,”  Philadelphia  Loan,  .  .  1,000  00 

Bond  No.  244,  “1904,”  Philadelphia  Loan,  .  .  .  500  00 


$25,000  00 

The  Committee  presents  the  following  estimates  for  the  year  ending 
November  20,  1907: 


Balance  on  hand, 


RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, 

Interest  on  Investments, 
Constitutions,  Dispensations,  etc., 


1,279  61 


10,200  00 
957  5° 

25  00  11,182  50 

12,462  11 


EXPENDITURES. 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  . 

3,000  00 

Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, 

1,200  00 

Masonic  Home,  .... 

1,000  00 

Salaries — M.  E.  Grand  Secretary, 

2,000  00 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  . 

600  00 

Grand  Tyler, 

150  00 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, 

1,200  00 

Rent,  .  .  .  .  . 

1,500  00 

Clothing  and  Furniture, 

150  00 

Past  Grand  High  Priest’s  Jewel,  . 

100  00 

Investments,  ..... 

1,500  00 

k 

Estimated  balance, 


$62  11 
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We  offer  the  following  resolutions  : — 

# 

Resolved: — that  the  Grand  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby^  directed  to 
invest  Fifteen  Hundred  ($1,500.00)  Dollars  of  the  funds  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  in  a  good  marketable  security,  in  the"  name  of  ‘  ‘  The  Grand 
Treasurer  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
trust  for  the  said  Grand  Chapter.  ’  ’ 

Resolved: — that  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  be  and  he  is' hereby 
authorized  to  draw  his  warrants  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  amounts 
named  in  the  foregoing  estimates  as  they  may  become  due  and  payable. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 
Charles  W.  Packer, 
William  M.  Donaldson, 
Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

>.  Committee. 

On  motion,  the  Resolutions  accompanying  the  above 
Report  were  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
Resolutions  were,  on  motion,  adopted: 

Philadelphia,  December  3,  1906. 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  code  of  By-Laws  for  Chapter  No.  234,  and  the  proposed 
Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  243  and  251,  and  offer  the 
following  Resolutions : 

Resolved: — that  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  234  be  approved. 

Resolved: — that  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  for  Chapters 
Nos,  243  and  251  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

Stephen  H.  Appleton, 

John  E.  Poore, 

*  Joseph  W.  Kenworthy, 

j  Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

Committee. 
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The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  presented 
the  following  Report: 

Philadelphia,  December  6,  1906. 
To  the  M .  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  begs 
leave  to  report  that  Messrs.  MacCalla  &  Company  Incorporated,  to  whom 
was  awarded  the  contract  for  printing  the  proceedings  for  1905,  completed 
its  contract  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  Committee. 

The  expenditure  of  $923.81  for  printing,  postage  and  stationery  for 
the  year  includes  the  cost  of  printing  and  binding  the  Proceedings  and 
their  distribution. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Louis  M.  Wagner, 

James  W.  R.  Washington, 
Alexander  McCune, 

Frank  E.  Townsend, 
Robert  F.  Mustin,  Jr., 

Committee. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  Chapter  Nos.  198 
and  251. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  requested  Past  Grand 
High  Priest,  Companion  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  to 
present  to  the  Grand  Chapter  an  In  Memoriam  of  the 
late  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  William  C. 
Hamilton. 

Companion  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  then  presented 
the  following  eulogy,  which  was  received  with  deep 
interest  by  the  members  of  Grand  Chapter.  At  its  con¬ 
clusion  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  thanked  Com¬ 
panion  Kendrick  for  his  beautiful  address,  and  directed 
that  it  be  published  in  the  Proceedings.  It  was  as 
follows  : 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 

WILLIAM  CHARLES  HAMILTON,  M.D. 

Born,  January  18,  1841,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Died,  September  5,  1906. 

Of  the  great  purposes  to  which  Man  may  devote  himself 
during  his  lifetime  for  the  benefit  of  humanity,  there  are 
three  professions  which  share  a  greater  responsibility  as 
they  possess  broader  power  to  elevate  mankind.  They 
might  be  placed  in  this  order:  First,  those  who  minister 
to  develop  the  soul;  Second,  those  who  broaden  the  mind; 
and,  Third,  those  who  protect  and  preserve  the  body  of 
individuals.  It  would  be  difficult  to  make  any  distinction 
in  the  relative  importance  of  any  one  of  these.  For  while 
our  soul-teachers  work  much  to  brighten  the  paths  of  the 
poor  in  heart  that  they  may  see  God,  the  light  they  offer 
depends  principally  on  hope  and  faith,  which  is  the  evidence 
of  things  not  seen.  Our  greatest ‘  educators  burn  the  mid¬ 
night  oil,  to  wrest  from  a  reluctant  Nature  the  jealously 
guarded  secrets  of  her  physical  forces,  and  to  collect  and 
disseminate  knowledge  acquired  from  the  experience  of 
past  ages.  The  physician  must  protect  and  preserve  sound 
bodies  in  order  that  the  temple  of  the  soul  may  be  holy, 
and  the  sound  mind  have  a  safe,  substantial  resting-place. 

And  to  us  in  Freemasonry,  which  by  its  qualifications 
and  restrictions  as  to  physical  condition  acknowledges  and 
demands  the  necessity  of  physical  perfection,  is  apparent 
the  great  work  of  those  greatest  men  who  practice  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  medicine.  Indeed  the  physician  frequently  in 
the  course  of  his  duties  is  called  upon  to  become  also  instruc¬ 
tor  and  minister.  The  close  relation  existing  between  the 
soul,  mind  and  body  is  known  to  him  perhaps  better  than 
to  any  other  worker  bn  those  fields.  He  knows  that  the 
3 
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mind  is  affected  by  the  physical  condition,  and  he  must 
improve  the  one  in  order  to  preserve  the  other,  and  in  his 
various  and  difficult  tasks  performed  frequently  has  to 
minister  to  a  soul  diseased,  who  may  be  regretfully  and 
fearfully  shaking  off  the  chains  of  mortal  existence,  and  can 
only  have  his  final  hours  made  happy  by  the  assurance  of 
a  merciful  and  forgiving  Ruler  in  that  realm  from  whose 
bourne  no  traveler  returns.  To  do  all  these  things  requires 
not  only  a  man  of  intelligence  and  professional  skill,  per¬ 
sistent,  untiring  and  devoted  to  his  work,  but  also  one  of 
broad  human  tenderness,  and  with  a  profound  sympathy 
for  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  his  fellowmen.  He  must  be 
familiar  not  only  with  the  formula  apotheca,  but  he  must  be 
able  to  administer  to  the  miserable  the  medicine  ‘  ‘  Hope.  ’  ’ 

A  man  possessing  such  qualifications  to  be  useful  in  his 
day  and  generation  was  our  deceased  Companion  William 
C.  Hamilton. 

In  ancient  times  success  in  life  generally  meant  power 
over  vast  numbers  of  men  or  acres  of  land,  given  to  him 
who  was  most  successful  in  snatching  the  wreath  of  victory 
from  the  only  argument  at  that  time,  War.  So  he  was 
great  who  succeeded  in  killing  the  greatest  number  of  those 
opposed  to  him.  In  modern  times,  as  the  rewards  of  victory 
are  greater,  so  the  opportunities  to  conquer  have  increased. 
We  acknowledge  and  preserve  greater  triumphs  than  those 
that  were  held  in  Rome  to  him  who  conquers  his  private 
passions  or,  instead  of  exterminating,  gives  to  the  world 
the  benefits  of  a  discovery  that  ameliorates  private  burdens 
or  diminishes  public  disease. 

William  C.  Hamilton,  as  physician,  friend,  brother  and 
companion,  was  one  of  those  helpful  characters  whose 
companionship  ennobles  his  associates,  and  whose  inspira¬ 
tion  sanctifies  the  deeds  of  others.  He  gave  of  the  best 
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that  was  in  him  for  the  betterment  of  his  fellow-men,  and 
seemed  ever  to  be  inspired  with  the  thought  that  is  expressed 
by  the  poet : 

“  Let  bloom- dust  of  my  life  be  blown 
To  quicken  hearts  that  flower  alone; 

And  when  I  fall,  like  some  old  tree, 

And  subtle  change  makes  mold  of  me, 

Then  let  earth  show  a  fertile  line, 

Whence  perfect  wildflowers  leap  and  shine.” 

Brother  William  C.  Hamilton  was  initiated  in  Rich¬ 
mond  Lodge,  No.  230,  F.  and  A.  M.,  on  January  13,  1865, 
and  served  as  Worshipful  Master  in  1870, 

Received  honorary  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  in 
Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214,  June  13,  1865.  Was  exalted 
in  Harmony  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  52,  November  3,  1865,  and 
presided  as  M.  E.  High  Priest  in  1874. 

Received  the  Cryptic  Degrees  in  Philadelphia  Council, 
No.  11,  R.  and  S.  M.,  May  9,  1866. 

Knighted  in  St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  May 
22,  1866,  becoming  a  charter  member  of  Mary  Commandery, 
No.  36,  K.T.,in  1869,  and  serving  as  Eminent  Commander 
in  1876-77. 

Received  the  Thirty-second  Degree  of  the  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite  in  Philadelphia  Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S., 
May  21,  1875. 

Elected  to  receive  the  Thirty-third  Degree,  which  was  to 
be  conferred  on  September  19,  1906,  but  he  died  before 
receiving  it. 

In  the  Grand  Chapter  he  was  an  active  and  efficient 
officer,  filling  the  several  stations  most  acceptably  and  pre¬ 
siding  as  M.  E.  High  Priest  in  1879  and  1880. 

Such  an  epitome  of  one  short  life  suggests  wondrous 
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possibilities,  and  how  can  I  by  word  add  aught  to  it?  Ah, 
my  Brother, 

“  But  hadst  thou  hearing  in  thy  heart 
To  know  what  beats  in  mine, 

Then  shouldst  thou  walk,  where’er  thou  art, 

In  melodies  divine.” 

To  me,  who  have  known  Companion  Hamilton  inti¬ 
mately  for  years,  and  who  with  him  am  approaching  the  span 
of  life  allotted  by  the  Psalmist,  his  departure  is  a  sincere 
and  heartfelt  loss ;  but  in  place  of  the  shadow  which  follows 
the  movement  of  all  physical  bodies,  the  pathAvay  that  has 
been  trodden  by  such  a  gentle  friend  as  Brother  Hamilton 
leaves  only  a  memory,  bright,  beautiful  and  inspiring.  His 
services  to  Masonry  shall  be  beautifully  remembered  and  a 
lasting  memorial  engraved  by  the  work  of  the  members 
of  the  Lodge  which  bears  his  name. 

“  When  hearts  whose  truth  was  proven 
Like  thine  are  laid  in  earth, 

Then  should  a  wreath  be  woven 
To  tell  the  world  thy  worth. 

I  It  would  be  mine  to  braid  it 

Around  thy  faded  brow, 

But  I’ve  in  vain  essayed  it, 

And  feel  I  cannot  now. 

While  memory  bids  me  weep  thee, 

Nor  thoughts,  nor  words  are  free — 

The  grief  is  fixed  too  deeply 
That  mourns  a  man  like  thee.” 

This  being  the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for  the 
election  of  Grand  Officers  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  Ma¬ 
sonic  year,  beginning  on  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s  Day 
next,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  after  declining  a 
re-election,  was  pleased  to  appoint  Tellers,  who,  having 
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reported,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the 
following  named  Companions  duly,  elected  : 


Companion  William  B.  Meredith, 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  . 
A.  G.  Criswell  Smith, 
Thomas  R.  Patton, 
Charles  Cary,  . 


A7.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
M .  E.  Grand  King. 

M .  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
M .  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


Missives. — Missives  were  received  appointing  Com¬ 
panion  Martin  L.  Shaffner  as  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts;  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  James  S.  Barber  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  ;  and  Companion  Peter  Barkey  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  South  Dakota. 

On  motion,  the  said  Companions  were  separately  re¬ 
ceived  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representatives. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
announcing  the  death  of  distinguished  Companions,  as 
follows : 

R.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Charley 
Oma  Rouse,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Arizona.  Died  August  30,  1906. 

M.  E.  Companion  George  Stone  Hallmark,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  State  of  Florida.  Died  July  12,  1906. 

M.  E.  Companion  J.  Kelly  O’Neall,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons  of  Ohio.  Died  September  8,  1906. 
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M.  E.  Companion  Albert  Scripture  Wait,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  Died  October  7,  1906. 

The  following-  communication  was  read: 

o 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  F.  AND  A.  M. 

Quarterly  Communication  held  at  Philadelphia, 

December  5,  A.D.  1906,  A.L.  5906. 

The  following  Resolution,  attached  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  was  adopted: 

Resolved : — that  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  notify  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  holding 
$20,000.00  of  the  four  per  cent.  Masonic  Loan,  that  the  same  will  be  paid 
on  March  1,  1907,  and  that  interest  thereon  will  cease  on  that  date. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Attest:  William  A.  Sinn, 

Grand  Secretary. 

December  6,  1906. 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 

Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia. 


The  following  certificate  was  read  : 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companion: — At  a  Stated  Meeting  of  Cor¬ 
inthian  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  250,  held  at  Philadelphia,  this  third 
day  of  December,  Companion  John  Matthews  was  elected  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  High  Priest  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  commencing 
December  27,  1906,  next. 

Attest:  William  Ross, 

[seal.]  Secretary  Corinthian  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  250. 

Philadelphia,  December  3,  1906. 

All  the  Companions  present  who  had  not  received  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood  having  retired,  Companion 
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John  Matthews  was  duly  installed  as  High  Priest  of 
Corinthian  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  250,  and  had  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood  conferred  upon  him. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  readmitted. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  six 
o’clock  P.M. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 


40 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1906. 


ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 

ST.  JOHN’S  DAY, 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  27,  A.D.  1906,  A.I.  2436. 


present: 


Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams,  . 

William  B.  Meredith, 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  . 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  . 
Charles  Cary,  . 
Stockton  Bates, 

Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond, 
“  Daniel  W.  Hutchin, 
Samuel  Laughlin, 

John  C.  Taylor, 

“  George  W.  Kuebler, 
Charles  A.  Zerbe, 

“  S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 
George  B.  Wells, 

“  Frank  W.  Martenis, 

“  George  Hale,  . 

“  Frank  M.  Highley,  . 
William  B.  Joslyn,  . 


.  Ad.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

.  M .  E.  Grand  King. 

.  Ad.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  Ad.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  Ad.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

.  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

.  Grand  Ad  aster  of  the  Third  Vail. 
as  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

.  Grand  Ad  aster  of  the  First  Vail.  * 

.  Grand  Ad arshal. 

.  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
.  Junior  Grand  M aster  of  Ceremonies. 
.  Grand  Pursuivant. 

.  Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Winfield  S.  Bell, 
Fred  M.  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Parmley,  Allen  S.  Heckman. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests:-^- M.  E.  Companions  Hibbert  P.  John, 
George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Edward  B.  Spencer. 
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Grand  Representatives . 

Comp.  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 

James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 

Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

Samuel  W.  Wray,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

William  L.  Gorgas,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  169,  171,  173,  175,  183,  186,  202,  208, 
216,  220,  226,  232,  233,  234,  237,  240,  243,  245,  247,  248,  251,  256,  257, 
258,  262,  267,  271,  278.  (33  Chapters.)  (87  members.)  (10  visitors.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  December  6,  1906,  were  read  and 

approved. 

A  copy  of  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  was 
received  from  Chapter  No.  226,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  made  the  following  Re¬ 
port,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying  Reso¬ 
lution  was,  on  motion,  adopted : 
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Philadelphia,  December  27,  1906. 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the  pro¬ 
posed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  226,  and  offer  the  follow¬ 
ing  Resolution: 

Resolved : — that  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter 
No.  226  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

Joseph  W.  Kenworthy, 
John  E.  Poore, 

Committee. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  Chapters  Nos, 
3,91,  152,  159,  164,  167,  169,  183,  189,  190,  193,  194. 

195,  197,  199,  200,  209,  214,  219,  220,  221,  223,  226, 

232,  235,  237,  238,  239,  240,  242,  243,  248,  250,  252, 

257,  258,  264,  268,  271,  273,  275,  278,  281,  282,  .283, 

284,  286  (47  Chapters),  which  were  ordered  to  be 
entered  and  filed. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  J.  Henry 
Williams,  presented  the  following 

ADDRESS. 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter: — This  communica¬ 
tion  closes  the  Masonic  year  of  1906 — a  year  in  which  we 
have  striven  to  bring  our  Companions  more  closely  in  touch 
with  a  practical  application  of  the  lessons  of  the  Capitular 
degrees.  It  has  been  a  year  of  pleasure  and  yet  it  is  tinged 
with  a  measure  of  sadness,  for  during  it  three  of  our  official 
family  have  passed  the  white  vail  of  the  sanctuary  above. 

March  22,  1906,  Companion  Albert  R.  Hoover,  D.D., 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Eighth  District,  was  summoned 
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to  receive  the  white  stone  and  the  new  name.  He  was  a 

4 

native  of  Lancaster  County,  but  had  spent  the  major  portion 
of  his  life  in  the  City  of  Reading,  where  he  had  been  edu¬ 
cated,  engaged  in  business,  and  served  faithfully  and  well 
in  its  Public  School  Board. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  435,  May 
28,  1865;  served  as  Junior  Warden  in  1886,  Senior  Warden 
in  1887  and  1888,  and  Worshipful  Master  in  1889.  For 
many  years  he  was  one  of  its  Stewards,  and  was  its  Repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  Masonic  Home  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

He  received  the  Capitular  degrees  in  Reading  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  No.  152,  in  1870,  and  served  as  Scribe  in  1887, 
King  in  1888,  and  M.  E.  High  Priest  in  1889. 

He  was  appointed  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priest,  December 
27,  1895,  and  served  until  his  death. 

He  received  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  DeMolay  Com- 
mandery,  No.  9,  Knights  Templar,  in  1870;  served  as 
Eminent  Commander  in  1882,  and  Recorder  from  1888  to 

1903- 

He  received  the  Scottish  Rite  degrees  in  Philadelphia 
Lodge  of  Perfection,  De  Joinville  Council,  Kilwinning 
Chapter,  and  Philadelphia  Consistory. 

He  was  a  faithful  and  efficient  officer,  whose  modest 
demeanor  endeared  him  to  those  whose  good  fortune  it 
was  to  know  him. 

Companion  Richard  H.  Wharton,  Grand  Chaplain, 
departed  this  life  May  9,  1906. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Bedford  Lodge,  No.  320,  in  1868  ; 
admitted  a  member  of  Mount  Pisgah  Lodge,  No.  443,  in 
1886 ;  admitted  a  member  of  Tyrone  Lodge,  No.  494,  in  1890 
serving  as  its  Worshipful  Master  in  1894. 

Received  the  Capitular  degrees  in  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  238, 
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and  was  admitted  a  member  of  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  241, 
in  1901. 


He  was  Grand  Chaplain  from  1903  until  he  died. 


His  uniform  courtesy  stamped  him  as  one  of  nature’s 
noblemen. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Charles  Hamilton,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest,  was  summoned  home  September  5,  1906.  I 
issued  the  following  letter : 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic 

Jurisdiction  Thereunto  Belonging, 


OFFICE  OF  THE  M.  E.  GRAND  HIGH  PRIEST. 


Masonic  Temple,  September  17,  A.D.  1*906,  A. I.  2436. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  of  this  Jurisdiction , 
and  to  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  wherever  dispersed. 


Companions: — Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Most  Excellent  Companion 
William  Charles  Hamilton  was  born  in  Albany,  New  York,  on  January 
18,  1841,  and  entered  into  rest  at  his  home  in  Philadelphia,  September  5, 
1906. 

He  was  a  well-known  ritualist,  a  teacher  of  the  Craft  in  its  language 
and  its  symbols,  and  endeared  himself  to  all  who  knew  him.  Of  late 
years,  owing  to  the  exacting  duties  of  his  profession,  he  was  not  an 
attendant  at  any  of  our  meetings,  and  we  were  therefore  unable  person¬ 
ally  to  know  him  or  give  expression  to  a  due  and  proper  analysis  of  his 
character. 

His  works  as  they  were  known  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  must  speak 
for  him  as  a  zealous  and  devoted  officer  and  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

He  was  a  skillful  physician,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  respect  of  a 
large  circle  of  patients  and  friends  as  well  as  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived. 

He  was  initiated  in  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  230,  F.  &  A.  M.,  on  January 
13,  1865,  and  served  as  Worshipful  Master  in  1870. 

Received  the  honorary  degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  in  Girard  Mark 
Lodge,  No.  214,  June  13,  1865.  Was  exalted  in  Harmony  R.  A.  Chapter, 
No.  52  November  3,  1865,  and  presided  as  M.  E.  High  Priest  in  1874. 

Received  the  Cryptic  degrees  in  Philadelphia  Council,  No.  11,  R.  &  S. 
M.,  May  9,  1866. 
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Knighted  in  St.  John’s  Commandery,  No..  4,  K.  T.,  May  22,  1866; 
becoming  a  charter  member  of  Mary  Commandery,  No.  36,K.T.,in  1869  ? 
and  serving  as  Eminent  Commander  in  1876-77. 

Received  the  Thirty-second  degree  of  the  Andient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite  in  Philadelphia  Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  May  21,  1875. 

In  the  Grand  Chapter  he  was  an  active  and  efficient  pfficer,  filling  the 
several  stations  most  acceptably  and  presiding  as  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  in  1879  and  1880  with  the  greatest  dignity  accompanied  with 
refinement  and  affability. 

In  memory  of  our  departed  Most  Excellent  Companion,  it  is  directed 
that  this  communication  be  read  in  each  Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction  at 
the  next  stated  meeting  after  its  receipt,  and  entered  in  full  on  the  Minutes, 
and  that  the  Jewels  of  such  Chapters  be  draped  in  mourning  for  the  space 
of  six  months. 

Given  under  the  seal  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  at 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  the  day  and  year  firs\  above  written. 

J.  Henry  Williams, 

[seal.]  Grand  High  Priest. 

Official: 

Charles  Cary,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  beautiful  In  Memoriam  read  by  Most  Excellent 
Companion  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest,  at  the  last  Quarterly  Communication  will  appear  in 
full  in  the  Proceedings. 

When  the  silver  cord  of  life  is  loosened  the  ties  that  bind 
us  to  humanity  are  severed  and  it  is  only  natural  that  we 
should  feel  human  sorrow.  A  loved  one  gone ;  with  mortal 
eye  we  shall  behold  him  no  more ;  but  to  us  who  believe  in 
the  immortality  of  the  soul  there  is  the  comforting  assurance 
of  a  glorious  reunion. 

’Tis  but  the  stepping  across  the  threshold  that  separates 
the  here  from  the  hereafter — laying  down  the  burdens  and 
cares  of  this  world,  to  take  up  everlasting  peace  and  joy 
that  comes  to  those  who  die  in  the  Lord.  So  with  our  sorrow 
let  there  mingle  the  beautiful  thought  of  this  reunion  in 
that  perfect  abode  where  parting  is  not  known,  where 
sorrow  does  not  exist  and  where  happiness  reigns  supreme. 
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CHARITY. 

The  grievous  calamity  which  overtook  the  City  of  San 
Francisco  and  other  parts  of  California  called  for  prompt 
action,  and  I  commend  the  Capitular  Masons  for  their 
liberal  contributions. 

I  issued  the  following  letter  to  the  Most  Excellent  High 
Priests  of  the  Chapters  and  the  Worshipful  Masters  of  the 
Mark  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction : 

Office  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 

in  Pennsylvania. 

Masonic  Temple, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  26,  1906. 

Dear  Sir  and  Companion: — The  severe  affliction  which  recently 
visited  California  has  doubtless  caused  suffering  among  our  Companion 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  as  we  are  bound  together  by  the  mystic  tie  it  is 
fitting  that  we  should  express  our  sympathy  in  a  practical  and  substantial 
way. 

Kindly  give  as  your  means  will  permit  and  send  your  contributions 
to  M.  E.  Companion  Charles  Cary,  Grand  Secretary,  Masonic  Temple? 
Philadelphia. 

Respond  liberally  and  cheerfully  and  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  true 
charity. 

Sincerely  and  fraternally  yours, 

J.  Henry  Williams, 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 


Contributions  amounting  to  $4,795.50  were  received  as 
follows  and  forwarded  to  William  A.  Davies,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California: 


3 

Jerusalem . 

$5° 

00 

161 

Union  . 

$15 

00 

2  I 

Perseverance  . 

25 

00 

162 

Zerubbabel . 

3°° 

00 

00 

164 

Brownsville 

O 

OO 

52 

Harmony  .... 

250 

00 

165 

Union  . 

*  J  ^ 

5° 

00 

91 

Columbia  .... 

. . .  100 

00 

166 

Mount  Moriah .... 

5° 

00 

15° 

Washington.  .  . 

25 

00 

167 

Eureka  . 

10 

OO 

i52 

Reading  . 

...  10 

00 

169 

Philadelphia . 

50 

OO 

i59 

Schuylkill . 

25 

00 

170 

Delta . 

25 

OO 
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171  St.  John’s .  $10  00 

172  Temple .  10  00 

173  Easton  .  100  00 

174  Northumberland  .  .  25  00 

175  Keystone  .  100  00 

176  George  Washington.  25  00 

177  Tamaqua  .  2 5  00 

178  Catawissa .  15  °° 

183  Oriental  .  100  00 

185  Lackawanna .  100  00 

186  Lewistown  .  10  00 

187  Oriental  . »  .  15  00 

189  Mountain  ........  50  00 

190  Norristown .  100  00 

191  Solomon .  25  00 

193  Duquesne .  100  00 

195  Portage .  50  00 

196  Mountain  City  ....  50  00 

197  Weidle .  25  00 

198  Phoenix .  25  00 

199  Howell  .  25  00 

200  Columbus .  15  00 

201  Standing  Stone  ...  25  00 

203  Allen .  25  00 

204  Anthony  Wayne.  .  .  5  00 

205  Factoryville .  10  00 

206  Harmony  .  25  00 

207  Aaron  .  25  00 

209  Samuel  C.  Perkins  .  5  00 

210  Great  Bend  .  5  00 

214  Valley .  25  00 

215  Temple .  25  00 

216  Zinzendorf  .  10  00 

217  Allegheny .  100  00 

218  Bloomsburg .  15  00 

219  Griscom  .  25  00 

220  Fort  Washington  .  .  10  00 

221  Tremont .  15  00 

222  Lycoming .  50  00 

224  Corinthian  .  25  00 

225  Jefferson .  100  00 

226  Siloam .  79  5° 

227  Emporium  .  25  00 

228  Clearfield  .  5000 


230  Elk  .  $25  00 

233  Kensington .  25  00 

235  Occidental  .  100  00 

;  236  Oil  City .  50  00 

237  Excelsior .  10  00 

239  Danville  .  25  00 

240  Palestine .  50  00 

242  Pittston  .  25  00 

243  T.  B.  Freeman  ....  85  00 

244  Norman  .  50  00 

246  Warrior  Run  .  10  00 

247  Orient .  50  00 

249  Monongahela .  25  00 

250  Corinthian  .  25  00 

252  Mizpah  .  10  00 

256  University  .  17 1  00 

258  Chester.' . .  .  100  00 

259  Eden  .  50  00 

260  Bradford .  2<  00 

262  Montgomery .  50  00 

263  Coudersport .  20  00 

264  Shamokin .  50  00 

266  Good  Samaritan  .  .  25  00 

267  Coatesville  .  25  00 

268  Pittsburgh  .  50  00 

270  Doylestown  .  75  00 

271  Pottstown .  1000 

273  Butler .  30  00 

276  The  Susquehanna.  .  10  00 

277  Hazleton .  25  00 

278  Catasauqua  .  25  00 

279  Kane .  25  00 

280  Cyrus .  25  00 

281  Monroe .  25  00 

282  McKeesport .  25  00 

283  Connellsville .  25  00 

284  Melita .  50  00 

91  Columbia  .  25  00 

216  Excelsior .  25  00 


$4,295  5° 

Grand  Chapter  ....  500  00 


$4,795  5° 
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Chapters  182,  192,  257  and  272  contributed  through  other 
channels. 

Decisions. 

Where  there  is  a  vacancy  in  office  of  Treasurer,  the  M.  E. 
High  Priest  can  only  appoint  from  meeting  to  meeting. 

There  is  no  duty  imposed  upon  the  officers  of  a  Chapter  to 
notify  candidates  to  appear  to  receive  degrees.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  candidate  to  present  himself  within  six  months 
after  his  approval,  otherwise  all  proceedings  on  his  petition 
are  at  an  end,  and  he  must  present  a  new  petition. 

An*  inquiry  respecting  Masonic  objection,  if  received  in 
time  by  the  Secretary,  should  appear  on  the  notice  for  the 
next  stated  meeting.  The  communication  can  be  read  at 
the  same  meeting  at  which  the  ballot  is  taken.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  it  should  be  read  at  a  stated  meeting  and 
then  lie  over  until  the  next  meeting. 

A  member  of  a  Chapter  was  suspended  for  non-payment 
of  dues.  He  afterwards  removed  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Chapter.  He  desires  to  pay  his  arrearages,  be 
restored  to  good  Masonic  standing  and  then  petition  his 
Chapter  for  membership. 

Question.  Can  his  Chapter  act  upon  the  petition  for 
membership?  You  will  understand  he  was  suspended  more 
than  one  year  ago. 

Answer.  The  case  is  governed  by  Article  XVIII,  Section 
4,  first  four  lines  of  the  section,  viz. :  “A  Companion  who 
has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  may,  on  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  same,  be  restored  to  good  Masonic  standing  by 
a  majority  vote  of  the  members  present  at  any  stated  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Chapter.  ’  ’ 
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He  then  stands  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  good  standing, 
but  a  non-affiliate,  and  has  the  right-  to  apply  for  member¬ 
ship  in  any  Chapter  or  any  jurisdiction  that  he  may  select. 
See  Proceedings ,  1884,  page  30. 

Dispensations  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time  can  only  be 
granted  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  The  D.  D.  Grand 
High  Priest  has  no  such  authority. 

As  an  abstract  proposition,  every  member  of  the  Chapter 
who  is  not  disqualified  by  the  By-Laws  is  entitled  to  vote. 
In  cases  where  there  is  an  election  for  officers  and  a  second 
ballot  is  necessary,  the  mere  fact  that  a  Companion  did  not 
vote  at  the  first  ballot  does  not  disqualify  him  from  voting 
on  the  second  ballot. 

To  vote,  the  Companion  must  be  in  the  Chapter  Hall  at 
the  time  when  the  M.  E.  High  Priest  orders  the  ballot.  The 
business  of  the  Chapter  is  in  charge  of  the  M.  E.  High  Priest, 
and  he  need  not  delay  it  to  wait  for  members,  who  are  not 
present,  to  be  sent  for.  He  has  no  right  to  exclude  a 
member  from  the  Chapter  Hall  on  a  second  ballot  simply 
because  the  member  was  not  present  at  the  first  ballot. 

If  the  member  presents  himself  for  admission  between  the 
first  and  second  ballots  and  the  doors  are  opened,  he  has  a 
right  to  admission  and  cannot  be  excluded  because  he  was 
not  in  when  the  first  ballot  was  taken. 

The  question  arose,  that  when  installing  an  elected 
Companion  to  the  office  of  M.  E.  High  Priest  there  were  not 
present  the  required  number  of  Past  High  Priests.  Could  the 
Companion,  elected  to  the  office  be  installed  and  fill  the 
office  of  M.  E.  High  Priest  without  the  order  of  High  Priest¬ 
hood. 
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In  the  event  of  such  a  coincidence,  what  would  be  the 
method  to  pursue? 

A  Companion  can  NOT  be  installed  M.  E.  High  Priest 
without  the  order  of  High  Priesthood,  and  the  requisite 
number  of  Past  High  Priests  must  be  present.  The  installa¬ 
tion  MUST  take  place  on  or  before  St.  John’s  Day,  or  he 
will  not  be  entitled  to  permanent  membership  in  the  Grand 
Chapter.  See  Section  8,  Article  XIV. 

A  member  of  a  Chapter  who  ceases  to  be  a  member  of  a 
Master  Mason’s  Lodge  for  the  period  of  six  months  must  be 
dropped  from  the  roll  of  the  Chapter.  “No  stay  of  pro¬ 
ceedings  ’  ’  can  be  granted. 

No  member  of  a  Chapter  has  the  right  to  recommend  a 
petitioner  for  membership  unless  he  is  masonically  certain 
the  applicant  is  a  Mark  Master  Mason,  has  passed  the  Chair, 
is  a  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  and  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 
He  can  so  satisfy  himself  by  an  examination  or  a  proper 
avouchment.  A  Chapter  should  not  receive  such  petition 
unless  the  recommenders  so  certify. 

If  a  candidate  is  deaf,  he  is  physically  disqualified.  A 
candidate  who  had  lost  a  part  of  the  index  finger  of  the 
left  finger  is  disqualified. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  M.  E.  High  Priest  to  know  that  the 
mark  is  recorded  before  he  exalts  the  candidate. 

Recorded  is  literally  copying  the  mark  in  the  Book  of 
Marks.  See  language  of  amendment  to  Constitution.  The 
M.  E.  High  Priest  can  best  know  it  by  looking  at  the  Mark 
Book  itself  and  see  that  it  is  done. 

At  a  stated  meeting  of  a  Chapter  the  M.  E.  High  Priest 
was  absent.  The  King  and  Scribe  were  present.  They  per- 
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mitted  a  Past  High  Priest  to  open  the  Chapter,  conduct  all 
business  therein,  and  to  close  it.  Decided  the  meeting 
illegal. 

In  the  absence  of  the  M.  E.  High  Priest  the  King  must 
open  the  Chapter.  In  the  absence  of  both  M.  E.  High  Priest 
and  King  the  Scribe  must  open  the  Chapter. 

A  resident  of  this  jurisdiction  who  petitions  for  and 
receives  degrees  in  another  jurisdiction,  while  he  is  a  resident 
here,  cannot  be  recognized  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  nor  can 
he  be  admitted  to  any  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction,  unless 
a  waiver  has  been  granted  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
of  this  jurisdiction. 

Physical  Perfection. 

Physical  perfection  is  a  Landmark.  It  has  existed  from 
time  immemorial. 

“A  candidate  must  be  without  blemish.” — Gothic  Con¬ 
stitution  adopted  at  York,  926. 

“And  that  he  hath  his  right  limbs,  as  a  man  ought  to 
have.” — Ancient  Charges,  1686. 

“A  perfect  youth,  having  no  maim  or  defect  in  his 
body.” — Charges  of  1722. 

The  new-made  Masons  must  be  ....  “  hale  and 

sound,  and  not  deformed  or  dismembered  at  the  time  of 
their  making.  ’  ’ — Second  Edition  of  Anderson’s  Book  of 
the  Constitution.  Approved  by  Desaguliers,  Cowper  and 
Payne,  1738.  Adopted  by  and  in  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  the 
Athol  or  Ancient  Masons,  1739.  Also  in  Ahiman  Rezon  of 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvan  a,  1783,  p.  28. 

Mackey,  in  his  Masonic  Jurisprudence ,  concludes,  in  view 
of  ‘  ‘  the  historical  and  symbolical  reasons  upon  which  the 
ancient  usage  is  founded,  it  is  astonishing  that  any  Grand 
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Lodge  should  have  declared  that  when  the  maim  or  defect  is 
not  such  as  to  prevent  the  candidate  from  completing  the 
ritual  ceremonies  of  Masonry  he  may  be  initiated. 7 7 

Josephus,  in  Book  XIV,  c.  XIII,  Section  10,  relates  how 
Antigonus,  the  Roman  Governor  of  Judea,  cut  off  the  ears 
of  Hyrcanus  II,  “  and  thereby  took  care  that  the  High 
Priesthood  should  never  come  to  him  any  more  because 
he  was  maimed,  while  the  law  required  that  this  dignity 
should  belong  to  none  but  such  as  had  all  their  members 
entire.  ’  ’ 

Under  this  law  of  Moses,  Lev.  xxi.  17-24,  the  priests  were 
to  be  “  without  blemish  ”  as  to  all  their  parts. 

‘  ‘  The  last  and  crowning  Landmark  of  all  is  that  Land¬ 
marks  can  never  be  changed.  Nothing  can  be  added  to 
them,  nothing  can  be  subtracted  from  them — not  the  slightest 
modification  can  be  made  in  them.  As  they  were  received 
from  our  predecessors,  we  are  bound  by  the  most  solemn 
obligation  of  duty  to  transmit  them  to  our  successors.  ’  ’ — 
Mackey,  Masonic  Jurisprudence ,  p.  38. 

“  Remove  not  the  Ancient  Landmark  which  thy  fathers 
have  set  ”  (Prov.  xxii.  28),  saith  King  Solomon. 

Using  the  language  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  : 

“You  admit  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man,  or 
body  of  men,  to  make  innovations  in  the  Landmarks  of 
Freemasonry.  ’  ’ 

There  is  no  inherent  right  in  any  Master  Mason  to  receive 
the  degrees  and  membership  in  a  Chapter.  The  Chapter  is 
an  entirely  separate  organization  from  the  Lodge.  It  has 
its  own  laws  and  its  own  rules  to  govern  it.  The  mere 
fact  that  a  man  is  a  Master  Mason  does  not  require  that  he 
must  be  admitted  to  a  Chapter. 

He  must  petition  as  when  seeking  to  be  made  a  Mason. 
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Inquiry  must  be  had,  a  report  made,  and  he  must  pass  the 
test  of  the  ballot. 

There  are  no  degrees  in  physical  perfection.  The  candi¬ 
date  is  either  physically  perfect  or  he  is  not.  The  slightest 
maim,  blemish  or  defect  destroys  the  perfection  and  renders 
him  imperfect. 

The  history  and  symbolism  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
demand  physical  perfection  to  the  fullest  extent.  I  there¬ 
fore  decide  that  the  same  physical  perfection  required  of  the 
candidate  to  be  made  a  Mason  is  required  for  the  Capitular 
degrees. 

Dispensations. 

To  Perseverance  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  21,  to  elect  a  Treas¬ 
urer,  the  one  elected  in  December  having  declined  to  accept 
the  office. 

To  Lackawanna  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  185,  to  elect  a  Treas¬ 
urer  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  death. 

Declined  to  grant  dispensations  to  confer  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  in  less  than  the  Constitutional  time. 

Decisions. 

The  amendment  adopted  in  December,  1905,  restores  to 
the  Grand  High  Priest  the  power  to  grant  his  dispensation 
to  confer  the  R.  A.  degree  on  M.  M.  Ms.  in  less  than  the  four 
weeks.  The  prerogative  to  make  R.  A.  Masons  at  sight, 
which  of  course  must  include  M.  M.  M.  and  M.  E.  M.,  has 
always  existed,  so  that  to-day  the  Grand  High  Priest  can 
issue  a  dispensation  to  confer  all  the  degrees  in  the  Chapter 
at  one  time ;  but  such  dispensation  will  not  be  granted  simply 
to  enable  some  one  to  take  degrees  in  other  bodies,  and  while 
the  power  does  exist,  it  will  not  be  exercised  except  for  very 
good  and  sufficient  reasons. 
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Edicts. 

I  have  issued  but  one  edict : 

Declared  null  and  void  the  action  of  Wilkinsburg  R.  A- 
Chapter,  No.  285,  in  receiving  and  acting  upon  the  petition  of 
and  conferring  the  Mark  Master  Mason  and  the  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Master  Mason’s  degrees  upon - - ,  age 

33  years,  occupation  clerk,  residence - , - .,  he 

being  at  that  time  physically  disqualified  by  reason  of  the 
loss  of  a  part  of  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand. 

Grand  Visitations. 

I  have  made  the  following  Grand  Visitations,  and  have 
had  the  presence  and  assistance  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
King,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Scribe,  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Secretary,  several  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and 
the  appointed  officers : 

April  3,  1906.  Tristram  B.  Freeman  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
243,  Philadelphia,  when  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  degree 
was  conferred. 

April  30.  Clearfield  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  228,  Clearfield, 
when  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred. 

May  1.  Jefferson  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  225,  Brookville, 
when  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred. 

May  2.  Butler  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  273,  Butler,  when  the 
Mark  Master  Mason’s  degree  was  conferred. 

May  3.  Delta  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  170,  New  Castle, 
when  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  degree  was  conferred  by 
Mound  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  212,  of  Greenville;  the  Most 
Excellent  Master  Mason’s  degree  by  Norman  R.  A.  Chapter, 
No.  244,  of  Sharon,  and  the  Royal  Arch  degree  by  Delta  R. 
A.  Chapter,  No.  170. 

May  4.  Washington  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  150,  Washington, 
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when  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s  degree  was  con¬ 
ferred. 

May  5.  Wilkinsburg  R.  A.  Chapter A  No.  285,  Wilkins- 
burg,  when  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  degree  was  conferred. 
At  this  visitation  we  were  honored  by  the  presence  of  M.  E. 
Companion  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of 
this  Jurisdiction,  and  M.  E.  Companion  Warren  Larne 
Thomas,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Kentucky. 

May  28.  Media  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  234,  Media,  when  the 
Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s  degree  was  conferred. 

November  19.  Jerusalem  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  3,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  when  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  degree  was  con¬ 
ferred.  On  this  occasion  we  were  honored  by  the  presence 
of  M.  E.  Companion  I.  Layton  Register,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  Companion  Robert  A.  Shirrefs,  of  New  Jersey. 


Informal  Visitations. 

January  5,  1906.  Harmony  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  52, 
Philadelphia.  . 

January  16.  Excelsior  Mark  Lodge,  No.  216,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

February  9.  Palestine  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  240,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

February  13.  Shekinah  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  182,  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa.,  it  being  their  Fiftieth  Anniversary. 

February  15.  Oriental  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  183,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

February  19.  Jerusalem  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  3,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

February  20.  Temple  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  248,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

February  20.  University  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  256,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 
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February  23.  Signet  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  251,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

March  5.  Corinthian  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  250,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

March  10.  Oriental  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  183,  Philadelphia, 
it  being  their  Fiftieth  Anniversary. 

*  March  23.  Visited  the  Chapter  Hall  of  McKeesport 
Chapter. 

April  11.  Philadelphia  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  169,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

April  14.  Fort  Washington  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  220, 
Fort  Washington. 

April  16.  Hazleton  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  227,  Hazleton. 

April  18.  Columbia  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  91,  Philadelphia. 

April  23.  Kensington  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  233,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

May  2.  Orient  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  247,  Kittanning.  On 
this  visitation  we  were  met  by  the  M.  E.  High  Priest  and  a 
number  of  the  members  and  hospitably  entertained. 

May  14.  Columbia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  91,  Philadelphia. 

May  14.  Mehta  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  284,  Philadelphia. 

June  5.  St.  John  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  232,  Philadelphia. 

June  20.  Siloam  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  226,  Philadelphia. 

September  10.  Melita  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  284,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  it  being  their  Third  Anniversary. 

September  11.  Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

October  1.  Perseverance  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  21,  Harris¬ 
burg. 

October  2.  Anthony  Wayne  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  204, 
Honesdale. 

October  3.  Lackawanna  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  185,  Scran¬ 
ton,  it  being  their  Fiftieth  i\nniversary. 
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October  9. 
port. 

October  15. 
Philadelphia. 
October  16. 
October  18. 
October  19. 
of  degrees. 

October  22. 
delphia. 

October  25. 
October  26. 
November  7. 
November  9. 
burg. 

November  12. 
Norristown. 

November  20. 
town. 

November  28. 
Pottstown. 
December  7. 


Lycoming  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  222,  Williams- 

Germantown  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  208, 

Excelsior  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  237,  Reading. 
R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  43,  Lancaster. 
Pittsburg  School  of  Instruction,  rehearsal 

Keystone  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  175,  Phila- 

I 

Pittston  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  242,  Pittston. 
Valley  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  214,  Plymouth. 
Oxford  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  223,  Oxford. 
Monroe  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  281,  Strouds- 

Norristown  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  190, 

Abington  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  245,  Jenkin- 

Pottstown  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  271, 

Harmony  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  52,  Philadel¬ 


phia. 

On  February  6,  accompanied  by  Companion  George  B. 
Wells,  Grand  Marshal,  I  visited  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
York  at  their  Annual  Communication  held  at  Albany. 

The  cordial  greetings  and  unbounded  hospitality  of  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Henry  D.  Hamilton, 
his  officers  and  the  members  of  that  influential  body,  will 
ever  be  held  in  cherished  remembrance. 

May  9.  Accompanied  by  several  of  the  Grand  Officers 
and  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  Representa¬ 
tive  of  that  Jurisdiction  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  I  visited  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey  at  the 
celebration  of  their  Fiftieth  Anniversary  and  made  an 
address. 

The  exchange  of  fraternal  greetings  with  this  Grand 
Chapter  are  so  frequent  and  so  pleasant  that  we  have  come 
to  consider  them  as  members  rather  than  visitors. 

Representatives  to  Other  Chapters. 

1  Appointed  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Chapter  near 
other  Grand  Chapters  as  follows:  Alabama,  Robert  M. 
Hearin;  Arkansas,  W.  K.  Ramsey;  North  Carolina,  Henry 
G.  Smallbones;  North  Dakota,  Alexander  B.  Taylor,  and 
Texas,  Benjamin  F.  Frymier. 

Reappointed  George  H.  Toop  as  Representative  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

Representatives  Received. 

Companion  John  A.  Perry,  of  Chapter  No.  91,  from  Iowa. 

M.  E.  Companion  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Chapter  No.  175, 
from  Ohio. 

Companion  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Chapter  No.  201,  from 
Massachusetts. 

M.  E.  Companion  James  S.  Barber,  of  Chapter  No.  183, 
from  North  Carolina. 

Companion  Peter  Barkey,  of  Chapter  No.  215,  from 
South  Dakota. 

Waivers  of  Jurisdiction. 

I  have  asked  for  and  received  two  waivers  of  jurisdiction 
from  New  York,  one  from  Maryland  and  one  from  New 
Jersey. 

I  have  granted  waivers  of  jurisdiction  as  follows:  New 
York,  5 ;  New  Jersey,  4;  Ohio,  2 ;  West  Virginia,  2. 
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I  declined  to  grant  a  waiver  of  Brother - ,  member 

of - ,  No.  — ,  of  Maryland,  and  Brother  - ,  of 

- ,  No.  — ,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  because  of  physical 

disqualification . 

4 

Work. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  March,  the 
Mark  Master  Mason’s  degree  was  exemplified  by  the  officers 
and  members  of  Signet  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  251,  Companion 
Henry  Struntz  as  Worshipful  Master. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  June,  the  Most 
Excellent  Master  Mason’s  degree  was  exemplified  by  the 
officers  and  members  of  Corinthian  R.  A".  Chapter,  No.  250, 
with  Companion  S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  Grand  Master  of  the 
First  Vail,  as  Most  Excellent  Master,  in  place  of  Companion 
John  Matthews,  of  Corinthian  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  250,  who 
was  taken  ill  a  few  days  before  the  Communication. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  inJBeptember,  the 
Royal  Arch  Mason’s  degree  was  exemplified  by  the  officers 
and  members  of  Columbia  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  91,  Companion 
Samuel  K.  Louchheim  as  Most  Excellent  High  Priest. 

And  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  December, 
the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  was  conferred  upon  Com¬ 
panion  John  Matthews  and  he  was  duly  installed  M.  E.  High 
Priest  of  Corinthian  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  250,  by  Companion 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  and  Prin¬ 
cipal  Instructor  in  the  Capitular  degrees. 

The  work  as  exemplified  and  conferred  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  is  the  work  of  this  Jurisdiction. 

The  thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  hereby  tendered  to 
all  who  took  part  in  the  work. 

On  October  19,  in  company  with  the  Grand  Officers,  I 
visited  the  Pittsburg  School  of  Instruction,  and  witnessed  the 
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rehearsal  of  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  degree  by  the  officers 
of  Duquesne  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  193,  W.  S.  Charles,  Scribe 
of  that  Chapter,  as  Worshipful  Master;  the  Most  Excellent 
Master  Mason’s  degree  by  the  officers  of  Zerubbabel  R.  A. 
Chapter,  No.  162,  Edward  Hope,  King  of  that  Chapter,  as 
Most  Excellent  Master,  and  the  Royal  Arch  degree  by  the 
officers  and  members  of  Shiloh  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  257, 
James  Little,  M.  E.  High  Priest  of  that  Chapter,  as  Most 
Excellent  High  Priest.  All  were  under  the  direction  of 
D.  D.  Grand  High  Priest  Winfield  S.  Bell. 

The  work  as  there  rehearsed,  with  the  very  few  corrections 
made,  is  the  work  of  this  Jurisdiction. 

At  this  meeting  there  were  present  upwards  of  500  enthu¬ 
siastic  Royal  Arch  Masons,  representing  twenty-six  Chapters 
of  this  Jurisdiction  and  seven  Chapters  from  other  Jurisdic¬ 
tions.  The  interest  manifested  on  every  hand  was  an  in- 

« 

spiration  to  all  who  love  Capitular  Masonry,  and  the  highest 
praise  that  could  be  bestowed  by  the  Grand  Chapter  was 
fully  earned,  richly  deserved  and  is  hereby  extended  to  all 
who  took  part  therein. 

Marks. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  again  call  specific  attention  to 
the  law  of  the  Grand  Chapter  on  this  subject,  so  that  none 
may  plead  ignorance. 

The  Constitution,  Art.  XVI,  Sec.  10,  provides: 

“No  member  shall  be  exalted  to  the  degree  of  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  within  four  weeks  from  the  time  he  shall  have  received 
the  Honorary  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason,  and  not  then 
unless  he  has  had  his  Mark  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Marks.  ’  ’ 

On  December  27,  1904,  in  his  address,  M.  E.  Companion 
Henry  Oscar  Kline  decided  ‘  ‘  that  from  and  after  this  date 
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Marks  shall  be  literally  recorded  (copied)  in  a  proper  book 
provided  for  that  purpose. ” 

The  proper  book  is  the  Book  of  Marks. 

A  member  who  is  exalted  without  complying  with  this 
law  is  improperly  exalted,  and  may  be  edicted  out.  if  it  is 
called  to  the  attention  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

I  have  decided  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  M.  E.  High  Priest 
to  know  by  personal  examination  of  the  Book  of  Marks  that 
the  law  is  complified  with  before  he  permits  the  exaltation ; 
if  he  does  not  he  violates  his  own  obligation,  with  the  neces¬ 
sary  consequences. 

A  year  ago  I  reported  that  an  examination  of  the  Books 
of  Marks  of  the  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  showed  that  of 
those  who  were  members  December  27,  1904,  there  were 
3,137  who  had  failed  to  record  their  Marks. 

Hundreds  of  letters  have  been  written  by  me  during  this 
year,  and  the  reports  of  the  Secretaries  show  that  there  have 
been  1,428  of  these  recorded,  leaving  1,709  unrecorded 
Marks. 

A  table  giving  proper  credit  to  those  who  have  been  dili¬ 
gent  in  the  discharge  of  duty  is  hereto  appended. 


R.  A.  Chapters. 


No. 

Name. 

Place  of  Meeting. 

Unre¬ 
corded 
Marks, 
Dec.  27, 
1904. 

Unre¬ 
corded 
Marks, 
Dec.  27, 
1906. 

Reduc¬ 

tion. 

3 

Jerusalem, 

Philadelphia, 

60 

26 

34 

21 

Perseverance, 

Harrisburg, 

44 

44 

43 

52 

Harmony, 

Lancaster, 

Philadelphia, 

14 

2  43 

97 

14 

146 

91 

Columbia, 

Philadelphia, 

72 

72 

IS® 

i52 

Washington, 

Reading, 

Washington, 

Reading, 

54 

41 

13 

159 

Schuylkill, 

Minersville, 

17 

I 

16 

161 

Union, 

Towanda, 

4 

2 

2 
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No. 

Name. 

Place  of  Meeting. 

Unre¬ 
corded 
Marks, 
Dec.  27, 
1904. 

Unre¬ 
corded 
Marks, 
Dec.  27, 
1906. 

Reduc¬ 

tion. 

162 

Zerubbabel, 

Pittsburgh, 

22 

16 

6 

163 

LaFayette, 

Lock  Haven, 

68 

68 

164 

Brownsville, 

Brownsville, 

14 

5 

9 

i65 

Union, 

Uniontown, 

36 

20 

16 

166 

Mount  Moriah, 

Hollidaysburg, 

23 

2 1 

2 

167 

Eureka, 

Rochester, 

1 

1 

169 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

26 

15 

1 1 

170 

Delta, 

New  Castle, 

2 

2 

171 

St.  John’s, 

Carlisle, 

6 

6 

172 

Temple, 

Tunkhannock, 

42 

2 

40 

173 

Easton, 

Easton, 

9 

6 

3 

i74 

N  orthumberland , 

Sunbury, 

17 

17 

i75 

Keystone, 

Philadelphia, 

1 2 

2  * 

10 

.176 

Geo.  Washington, 

,  Chambersburg, 

19 

19 

177 

Tamaqua, 

Tamaqua, 

* 

i78 

Catawissa, 

Catawissa, 

20 

20 

179 

Eureka, 

Carbondale, 

38 

38 

180 

Warren, 

Montrose, 

2 

1 

•  1 

181 

Lily, 

Mauch  Chunk, 

36 

34 

2 

182 

Shekinah, 

Wilkes-Barre, 

1 1 

8 

3 

183 

Oriental, 

Philadelphia, 

89 

58 

3i 

185 

Lackawanna, 

Scranton, 

186 

Lewistown, 

Lewistown, 

8 

3 

5 

187 

Oriental, 

Conneautville, 

3 

2 

1 

189 

Mountain, 

Altoona, 

118 

118 

190 

Norristown, 

Norristown, 

7 

1 

6 

191 

Solomon, 

Meadville, 

192 

Urania, 

Greensburg, 

* 

J9  3 

Duquesne, 

Pittsburgh, 

45 

45 

194 

Tioga, 

Wellsboro, 

20 

12 

8 

I9S 

Portage, 

Johnstown, 

6 

4 

2 

196 

Mountain  City, 

Pottsville, 

39 

3° 

9 

197 

Wei  die, 

Lebanon, 

48 

48 

198 

Phoenix, 

Phoenixville, 

60 

60 

199 

Howell, 

York, 

4 

2 

2 

200 

Columbus, 

Corry, 

14 

14 

201 

Standing  Stone, 

Huntingdon, 

33 

5 

28 

202 

Howell, 

West  Chester, 

17 

1 2 

5 

203 

Allen, 

• 

Allentown, 

13 

13 

204 

Anthony  Wayne, 

Honesdale, 

3 

1 

2 
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No.  Name. 

205  Factoryville, 

206  Harmony, 

207  Aaron, 

208  Germantown, 

269  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

210  Great  Bend, 

21 1  Venango, 

212  Mound, 

214  Valley, 

215  Temple, 

216  Zinzendorf, 

217  Allegheny, 

218  Bloomsburg, 

219  Griscom, 

220  Fort  Washington, 

221  Tremont, 

222  Lycoming, 

223  Oxford, 

224  Corinthian, 

225  Jefferson, 

226  Siloam, 

227  Emporium, 

228  Clearfield, 

230  Elk, 

232  St.  John, 

233  Kensington, 

234  Media, 

235  Occidental, 

236  Oil  City, 

237  Excelsior, 

238  N ewport , 

239  Danville, 

240  Palestine, 

241  Bellefonte, 

242  Pittston,  • 

243  T.  B.  Freeman, 

244  Norman, 

245  Abington, 

246  Warrior  Run, 

247  Orient, 


Place  of  Meeting. 
Factoryville, 

Beaver  Falls, 
Titusville, 

Germantown,  Phila., 
Mechanicsburg, 
Great  Bend, 
Franklin, 

Greenville, 

Plymouth, 

Erie, 

Bethlehem, 

Allegheny, 

Bloomsburg, 

Ashland, 

Fort  Washington, 
Tremont, 
Williamsport, 
Oxford, 

Columbia, 
Brookville, 
Frankford,  Phila., 
Emporium, 
Clearfield, 

Ridgway, 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

Media, 

Warren, 

Oil  City, 

Reading, 

Newport, 

Danville, 

Philadelphia, 

Bellefonte, 

Pittston, 

Philadelphia, 

Sharon, 

Jenkintown, 

W  atsontown , 
Kittanning, 


Unre¬ 
corded 
Marks, 
Dec.  27, 
1904. 

Unre¬ 
corded 
Marks, 
Dec.  27, 
1906. 

• 

Reduc¬ 

tion. 

.  16 

16 

4 

4 

35 

28 

7 

3 

3 

4 

2 

2 

36 

25 

1 1 

19 

1 2 

7 

23 

1 

22 

13 

13 

8 

2 

6 

5i 

5i 

14 

14 

v  2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

50 

5° 

23 

1 1 

12 

43 

4 

39 

15 

1 1 

4 

7 

7 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

75 

57 

18 

113 

68 

45 

2 

2 

22 

2  2 

66 

66 

2 1 

2 1 

7 

7 

5 

5 

75 

75 

43 

28 

15 

* 

13° 

8 

122 

2 

1 

1 

25 

19 

6 

10 

10 

19 

4 

15 
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No.  Name. 

Place  of  Meeting. 

Unre¬ 
corded 
Marks, 
Dec.  27, 
1904. 

Unre¬ 
corded 
Marks, 
Dec.  27, 
1906. 

Reduc¬ 

tion. 

.248  Temple, 

Philadelphia, 

4 

I 

3 

249  Monongahela, 

Monongahela, 

55 

55 

250  Corinthian, 

Philadelphia, 

52 

37 

IS 

251  Signet, 

Philadelphia, 

43 

27 

16 

252  Mizpah, 

Mahanoy  City, 

17 

17 

254  Arnold, 

Port  Allegany, 

6 

2 

4 

255  Bedford, 

Bedford, 

27 

26 

1 

256  University, 

Philadelphia, 

63 

54 

9 

257  Shiloh, 

Pittsburgh, 

6 

5 

1 

258  Chester, 

Chester, 

56 

5° 

6 

259  Eden, 

Clarion , 

7 

2 

5 

260  Bradford, 

Bradford, 

16 

1 1 

5 

261  Troy, 

Troy, 

3° 

3° 

262  Montgomery, 

Ardmore, 

2 

2 

263  Coudersport, 

Coudersport, 

2 

2 

264  Shamokin, 

Shamokin, 

2 

2 

265  Westfield, 

266  Good  Samaritan, 

Westfield, 

Gettysburg, 

* 

20 

2 

18 

267  Coatesville, 

Coatesville, 

22 

6 

16 

268  Pittsburgh, 

Pittsburgh, 

8 

1 

7 

269  Ulysses, 

Ulysses, 

8 

8 

270  Doylestown, 

271  Pottstown, 

272  Hebron, 

Doylestown, 

Pottstown , 

Meyersdale, 

8 

5 

3 

273  Butler, 

Butler, 

3 

3 

274  Bangor, 

Bangor, 

4 

4 

275  Kennett, 

Kennett  Square, 

26 

26 

276  Susquehanna, 

Susquehanna, 

16 

5 

1 1 

277  Hazleton, 

Hazleton, 

7 

7 

278  Catasauqua, 

Catasauqua, 

7 

4 

3 

279  Kane, 

280  Cyrus, 

Kane, 

Carnegie, 

1 

1 

281  Monroe, 

Stroudsburg, 

8 

1 

7 

282  McKeesport, 

McKeesport, 

8 

8 

283  Connellsville, 

Connellsville, 

2 

• 

2 

284  Melita, 

Philadelphia, 

2 

2 

285  Wilkinsburg, 

286  Bellevue, 

Wilkinsburg, 

Bellevue, 

8 

8 

Totals 


2,973  1,598 


1.375 
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Mark  Lodges. 


No. 

Name. 

Place  of  Meeting. 

Unre¬ 
corded 
Marks, 
Dec.  27, 
1904. 

Unre¬ 
corded 
Marks, 
Dec.  27, 
1906. 

Reduc¬ 

tion. 

91 

Columbia , 

Philadelphia, 

51 

42 

9 

2 14 

Girard, 

Philadelphia, 

69 

69 

216 

Excelsior, 

Philadelphia, 

44 

44 

Totals . 

164 

155 

9 

I 


*  Books  of  Marks  not  examined,  viz.: 

Tamaqua,  No.  177,  Tamaqua,  Pa. 
Urania,  No.  192,  Greensburg,  Pa. 
Pittston,  No.  242,  Pittston,  Pa. 
Westfield,  No.  265,  Westfield,  Pa. 


Conclusion. 

For  the  uniform  courtesy  received  on  every  hand  from 
every  Capitular  Mason  with  whom  it  has  been  my  good  for¬ 
tune  to  come  in  contact  I  am  deeply  grateful. 

The  able  co-operation  and  assistance  of  my  Companion 
Grand  Officers,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  ap¬ 
pointed  officers  and  committees  has  lightened  in  no  small 
degree  the  labors  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  who  with 
grateful  heart  for  the  many  blessings  bestowed  upon  him 
now  addresses  you. 

Two  years  of  labor  not  light  nor  easy,  but  pleasant  and 
helpful,  have  passed  away.  They  will  ever  be  an  oasis 
in  life’s  journey. 

My  service  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  is  ended,  and  in 
handing  the  sceptre  of  authority  to  my  worthy  and  illustrious 
successor  I  do  so  with  the  sincere  wish  that  you  will  give  to 
him  the  same  unselfish  support  and  devotion  that  you  have 
given  me.  And  may  he  receive  Heaven’s  choicest  blessings 
on  the  labor  he  this  day  undertakes ! 

5 
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So  much  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communi¬ 
cation  held  on  Thursday,  December  6,  1906,  as  refers  to 
the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  read. 


All  the  Companions  present  who  had  not  received  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood  having  retired,  Companion 
William  B.  Meredith  was  installed  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction 
Thereunto  Belonging ,  was  duly  proclaimed  as  such,  and 
received  the  salutations  of  the  Craft. 


The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  readmitted, 
when  the  following  Grand  Officers  were  severally  in¬ 
stalled,  and  were  duly  proclaimed  and  received  the  salu¬ 
tations  of  the  Craft  : 


Companion  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  . 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith, 
Thomas  R.  Patton, 
Charles  Cary,  . 


.  M .  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M .  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
.  M .  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  William 
B.  Meredith,  presented  the  following 


ADDRESS. 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter: — The  applicant  for 
Freemasonry  must  as  the  first  requisite  declare  his  belief 
in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being — a  God  who  controls  not 
only  the  destinies  of  nations  but  also  of  individuals.  To  that 
God  to-night  we  appeal  for  guidance  and  direction  in  the 
discharge  of  every  duty  incumbent  upon  us,  and  that  His 
blessing  may  rest  upon  this  Grand  Chapter  and  upon  all 
the  members  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  our  Jurisdiction. 
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Freemasonry  is  in  a  sense  a  Republican  form  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  that  the  will  of  the  various  subordinate  Chapters 
is  expressed  and  registered  through  the  vote  of  their 
elected  Representatives.  On  the  sixth  day  of  this  month, 
the  Representatives  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  in  Grand 
Chapter  assembled  conferred  upon  me  the  highest  honor 
that  it  was  in  their  power  to  give,  that  of  a  unanimous  elec¬ 
tion  to  this  exalted  station.  In  assuming  the  office  which 
places  me  at  the  head  of  the  oldest  Grand  Chapter  on  the 
American  Continent,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  highly  appre¬ 
ciate  the  distinguished  honor  conferred  upon  me,  and  am 
under  deep  and  lasting  obligations  to  the  members  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  in  thus  honoring  me. 

The  four  years’  service  as.  a  Grand  Officer  enables  me  in  a 
measure  to  realize  the  great  responsibility  resting  upon  me ; 
but  even  with  this  knowledge  I  do  not  fully  realize  how 
important  is  the  position  which  virtually  controls  the  doings 
of  127  subordinate  Chapters  and  three  Mark  Lodges,  com¬ 
prising  a  membership  of  over  25,000  honest,  intelligent  and 
God-fearing  men,  the  peers  of  any  like  number  of  men  in  our 
Commonwealth.  To  perform  the  duties  devolving  upon  me 
faithfully  shall  be  my  constant  aim,  although  I  have  serious 
doubts  as  to  my  ability  to  measure  up  to  the  high  standard 
established  by  my  distinguished  predecessors,  very  many*  of 
whom  have  shown  great  ability  in  the  successful  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  affairs  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  none  more 
so  than  my  immediate  predecessor;  in  fact  his  administra¬ 
tion  has  been  unprecedented  in  Capitular  Masonry  in  this 
Jurisdiction. 

To  make  my  administration  a  success  I  must  have  the 
assistance  and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  members  of  this 
Grand  Chapter ;  but  judging  from  the  kindness  and  considera¬ 
tion  which  has  been  accorded  me  in  the  past,  I  feel  confident 
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that  in  the  future  they  will  give  me  all  required  assistance 
and  support  in  every  measure  which  will  tend  to  advance 
the  best  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction, 
and  to  preserve,  strengthen  and  increase  the  harmony  now 
existing  among  the  members  of  our  great  fraternity. 

Personal  attention  will  be  given  to  the  affairs  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  so  far  as  is  possible,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  I  hope  to  manage  its 
affairs  in  a  manner  that  will  bring  no  discredit.  That  we 
will  reach  perfection  is  not  to  be  expected,  as  to  err  is  the 
strongest  evidence  of  our  humanity. 

Capitular  Masonry  has  never  been  accorded  its  true  posi¬ 
tion  in  this  Jurisdiction.  From  its  antiquity  and  its  teachings 
we  would  expect  it  to  almost  keep  pace  with  the  Symbolic 
degrees,  but  such  is  not  the  case.  A  comparison  of  the  great 
difference  in  the  membership  of  the  Symbolic  and  Capitular 
degrees  verifies  it.  While  we  can  expect  that  a  number  may 
end  their  desire  for  Masonic  knowledge  with  the  Lodge,  yet 
this  alone  will  not  account  for  the  great  difference.  May 
it  not  be  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Symbolic  Lodges  to 
impress  the  lessons  taught  in  such  a  manner  as  to  arouse 
interest  and  enthusiasm,  as  an  enthusiast  seeks  all  informa¬ 
tion  obtainable;  hence  the  urgent  necessity  for  the  proper 
education  of  the  Master  Mason.  When  this  is  done  our 
Chapters  will  flourish  and  Capitular  Masonry  will  be  properly 
appreciated  an*d  become  of  commanding  influence  and  a 
power  for  good,  and  all  will  appreciate  the  truth  that  the 
Symbolic  degrees  are  not  complete ,  or  fully  understood 
without  having  attained  the  summit  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry,  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

To  the  more  conservative  in  Freemasonry  it  appears  as 
if  the  present  time  was  a  critical  period  in  the  existence  of 
our  fraternity.  The  great  prosperity  of  our  country  has 
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enabled  a  larger  number  than  ever  before  to  seek  its  honors, 
in  many  instances  not  from  a  belief  in  or  admiration  for  its 
principles  and  teachings,  but  from  idle  curiosity  or  a  desire 
to  be  numbered  with  the  Masonic  family ;  hence  the  necessity 
of  exercising  more  than  ordinary  care  in  applicants.  The 
mere  fact  that  a  person  is  a  member  of  a  Symbolic  Lodge  is 
no  reason  why  he  should  be  admitted  into  a  Chapter.  The 
same  tests  should  be  applied  in  both  cases,  and  if  the  Sym¬ 
bolic  Lodge  was  imposed  upon  at  the  time  of  his  approval, 
or  his  actions  since  admission  have  rendered  him  unworthy, 
he  should  not  be  admitted.  Remember  it  is  easier  to  keep 
out  than  to  put  out,  and  remember  further  if  Freemasonry 
is  ever  destroyed  it  will  be  from  within  and  not  from  without, 
by  its  friends  and  not  by  its  foes. 

It  is  customary  in  many  instances  for  the  presiding 
officer  to  outline  a  policy  to  be  followed  during  his  adminis¬ 
tration.  This  may  be  permissible  in  some  organizations  or 
fraternities,  but  I  doubt  the  wisdom  of  such  a  course  in 
Masonry.  A  policy  might  be  construed  to  mean  innovation 
or  change.  In  this  Jurisdiction  we  are  unalterably  opposed 
to  any  and  all  change.  Antiquity  is  our  proud  boast ;  hence 
we  must  of  necessity  adhere  to  that  which  is  old  and  shun 
that  which  has  even  the  appearance  of  new,  and  in  deter¬ 
mining  that  which  is  correct  in  Capitular  Masonry  we 
must  not  look  forward  but  backward,  and  further  the 
powers  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  are  limited  by  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  It  may,  however,  be  permis¬ 
sible  to  make  a  few  suggestions  which  we  believe  to  be  for 
the  best  interest  of  Capitular  Masonry,  so  long  as  we 
keep  within  the  bounds  of  the  Constitution  and  our  bounden 
duty  to  preserve  intact  the  ancient  usages,  customs  and 
Landmarks  of  Freemasonry. 
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District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. 

The  office  of  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  is  not 
only  the  most  important  and  honorable  within  his  gift,  but 
it  is  also  one  of  dignity  and  influence;  hence  the  urgent 
necessity  of  selecting  Companions  in  every  sense  qualified 
for  the  position.  No  consideration  should  enter  into  their 
appointment  save  that  of  character  and  fitness.  The  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  is  the  immediate  representative 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  the  particular  district  assigned 
him ;  his  official  acts  bring  either  credit  or  discredit  upon  the 
administration  and  consequently  upon  the  Grand  Chapter. 
As  such  representative  he  should  possess  certain  qualifica¬ 
tions  ;  it  is  but  necessary  to  refer  to  two  or  three  of  the  most 
important. 

He  must  be  entirely  familiar  with  the  authorized  work  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  and  be  capable  of  imparting  his  knowl¬ 
edge  to  the  officers  of  the  Chapters  of  his  district  and  seeing 
that  his  instructions  in  reference  to  the  work  are  carried 
out;  this  in  reference  to  every  Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction, 
but  with  emphasis  to  those  in  districts  which  adjoin  other 
States,  as  we  cannot  countenance  absorbing  the  ideas  of 
work  of  other  Jurisdictions  which  to  those  Jurisdictions  are 
correct  and  proper,  while  to  us  incorrect  and  improper. 

He  should,  he  must,  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  decisions  of  the 
Grand  High  Priests,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chapters  in 
every  instance  to  submit  all  questions  of  work  or  law  which 
arise  in  the  first  instance  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest,  and,  if  the  occasion  requires,  by  him  to  the  Grand 
High  Priest.  Allow  me  to  suggest  that  in  most  instances  a 
careful  examination  of  the  Constitution  and  Decisions  will 
render  such  reference  unnecessary,  and  if  the  Grand  Chapter 
could  be  induced  to  codify  and  publish  the  decisions  of  the 
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Grand  High  Priests,  great  annoyance  would  be  saved  and 
the  labors  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  greatly  simplified. 

He  should  in  his  visits  to  the  Chapters  examine  carefully 
the  Minutes  and  see  that  they  conform  fn  every  particular 
with  the  form  sent  out  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  as  this  form 
is  for  use  and  by  following  it  we  will  have  uniformity  in 
the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Chapters;  also  the 
Clothing  of  the  Chapters  and  see  that  it  meets  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  as  the  Constitution  describes  in 
detail  every  article  of  Masonic  clothing  required,  thus  en¬ 
abling  the  subordinate  Chapters  to  meet  every  requirement, 
and  that  in  the  future  when  Chapters  purchase  Masonic 
clothing  they  must  be  governed  by  it,  and  that  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  will  see  that  its  requirements 
are  enforced. 


Work. 

The  work  of  this  Jurisdiction  belongs  solely  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  we  are  proud  of  its  antiquity  and  proud  to  have  it 
distinguished  from  all  others  by  being  termed  ‘  ‘  Pennsylvania 
Work.”  Our  aim  and  object  should  be  to  preserve  it  in  its 
purity  as  it  has  come  down  to  us,  from  its  first  introduction 
in  this  Jurisdiction.  This  must  not  be  regarded  as  selfish¬ 
ness;  but  as  we  admire,  love  and  adhere  to  our  work,  we 
accord  to  other  Jurisdictions  the  same  right  and  privilege 
and  bid  them  Godspeed  in  their  good  work.  The  approved 
work  of  this  Jurisdiction  must  be  taught  and  practiced  in 
every  subordinate  Chapter.  For  some  unaccountable  reason 
uniformity  has  in  a  measure  been  neglected  in  some  of  the 
Chapters.  It  may,  however,  be  due  in  part  to  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  correct  work.  To  overcome  this  difficulty  has 
been  an  important  question.  During  recent  years  the  subject 
has  been  taken  up  with  more  than  ordinary  vigor  and  much 
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good  has  been  accomplished,  but  much  yet  remains  to  be 
done  in  this  respect.  The  question  is  how  to  fully  accom¬ 
plish  it.  Schools  of  Instruction  wherever  established  have 
done  great  good,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  correct  work  of  the 
Chapters  that  come  within  their  bounds;  but  Schools  of 
Instruction  are  few  and  not  accessible  to  all.  The  only  thing 
left,  at  least  for  the  present,  is  to  depend  upon  efficient  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  and  those  who  may  serve 
in  that  office  during  the  present  year  are  urged  to  master  the 
work  in  every  detail,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  instruct  the 
officers  of  the  Chapters  in  their  districts.  This  instruction 
must  be  communicated  orally,  and  not  by  written  or  printed 
lectures,  rituals  or  monitors,  as  our  Jurisdiction  has  always 
been  firm  in  opposition  to  all  such,  as  they  never  had  and 
never  can  have  any  place  in  Pennsylvania  Masonry.  If  the 
funds  of  the  Grand  Chapter  would  permit,  I  would  urge 
that  competent  instructors  be  sent  to  a  number  of  Chapters. 

The  Mark. 

To  record  the  Mark  is  an  obligated  duty,  yet  it  appears 
this  duty  is  a  matter  of  small  importance  to  many.  To  enforce 
this  duty  is  a  difficult  proposition.  It  comes  to  me  from  my 
immediate  predecessor,  and  he  in  turn  received  it  from  his 
predecessor.  The  two  of  them  have  labored  faithfully  and 
accomplished  a  great  work,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  on 
December  27,  1902,  there  were  approximately  in  this  Juris¬ 
diction  5,990  Companions  who  had  not  recorded  their  Marks. 
To-night,  as  is  shown  by  the  address  of  the  retiring  Grand 
High  Priest,  there  are  unrecorded  Marks  approximating  1 ,600. 
We  believe  they  have  accomplished  wonders,  but  those  that 
remain  are  the  difficult  ones  to  have  recorded.  The  subject 
of  recording  Marks  has  been  a  difficult  one  to  solve.  Various 
Grand  Chapters  on  our  Continent  have  labored  with  it,  and 
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in  some  instances  extreme  measures  have  been  threatened, 
none  however  more  drastic  than  that  proposed  by  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Matthias  H.  Henderson.  On 
December  27,  1887,  under  the  head  of  "“The  Mark,”  he 
discusses  the  question  in  a  complete  and  thorough  manner, 
every  word  of  which  should  again  be  given  to  the  various 
Chapters,  but  it  will  suffice  for  the  present  to  quote  the  closing 
paragraph :  “If  all  other  means  fail  the  Grand  Chapter  should 
in  my  opinion  use  sterner  methods  and  adopt  a  Resolution 
that  a  Brother  neglecting  to  record  his  Mark  is,  ipso  facto , 
suspended  from  all  privileges  of  Capitular  Freemasonry, 
such  suspension  to  remain  in  force  until  he  complies  with 
the  regulation.  ’  ’  Suspension  may  seem  harsh,  but  it  is 
nothing  more  than  just.  During  the  present  Masonic  year 
every  endeavor  will  be  made  to  have  the  few  unrecorded 
Marks  recorded;  failing  to  do  so,  we  will  certainly  recom¬ 
mend  a  remedy  that  will  accomplish  the  purpose. 

Charity. 

Charity  is  the  proud  boast  of  Masonry;  the  boasting 
should  result  in  action.  While  many  of  the  subordinate 
Chapters  have  grven  freely  of  their  funds  to  aid  their  needy 
Companions,  and  this  Grand  Chapter  has  liberally  aided  the 
Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania,  yet  as  a  Grand  Chapter  we 
have  no  charity  fund.  A  number  of  my  predecessors  have 
urged  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  charity  fund,  but 
thus  far  no  action  has  been  taken.  I  earnestly  urge  upon 
the  Grand  Chapter  that  a  beginning  be  made  during  the 
present  year;  no  difference  how  small,  so  it  is  a  beginning, 
as  a  beginning  necessarily  means  growth.  But  outside  of  this 
there  is  a  charity  which  is  dependent  upon  the  Masons  of 
Pennsylvania  for  its  support,  a  charity  of  which  we  are  all 
proud  and  which  is  deserving  of  the  support  of  every  Masonic 
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body  and  every  individual  Mason  in  the  Jurisdiction,  the 
Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  which  must  now  be 
added  the  William  L  Elkins  Memorial  Home.  These  I 
commend  to  your  charity. 

In  conclusion,  Companions,  as  we  enter  upon  a  new 
Masonic  year  let  us  renew  our  devotion  and  loyalty  to 
Capitular  Masonry,  let  us  strive  to  impress  upon  all  the 
importance  of  the  lessons  taught  by  it,  and  let  us  as  individu¬ 
als  use  our  best  endeavors  to  live  up  to  its  teachings,  and  by 
so  doing  we  will  not  only  benefit  ourselves  but  increase  and 
strengthen  our  love  and  devotion  for  our  beloved  fraternity. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  follow¬ 
ing  appointments  for  the  present  Masonic  year,  begin¬ 
ning  this  day  : 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests . 

The  County  of  Philadelphia  will  be  under  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  William  B.  Meredith. 

1.  Companion  Henry  A.  Jenks,  of  Phoenixville,  for  the 
Counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware. 

2.  Companion  Joseph  C.  Egbert,  of  Wayne,  for  the 
Counties  of  Bucks  and  Montgomery. 

3.  Companion  John  B.  Sprenkel,  of  York,  for  the  Counties 
of  Berks,  Lancaster,  Lebanon  and  York. 

4.  Companion  Allen  S.  Heckman,  of  Catasauqua,  for  the 
Counties  of  Lehigh,  Monroe,  Northampton  and  Pike. 

5.  Companion  Reuben  A.  Zimmerman,  of  Scranton,  for 
the  Counties  of  Lackawanna,  Susquehanna  and  Wayne,  and 
Chapter  No.  205,  of  Wyoming  County. 

6.  Companion  Henry  L.  Moore,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  for  the 
Counties  of  Luzerne  and  Sullivan,  and  Chapters  No.  16 1, 
of  Bradford  County,  and  No.  1.72,  of  Wyoming  County. 
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7.  Companion  Peter  K.  Filbert,  of  Pottsville,  for  the 
Counties  of  Carbon  and  Schuylkill. 

8.  Companion  William  F.  Shay,  of  Watsontown,  for  the 
Counties  of  Columbia,  Montour,  Northumberland,  Snyder 
and  Union. 

9.  Companion  Thomas  J.  Parmley,  of  Carlisle,  for  the 
Counties  of  Adams,  Cumberland,  Dauphin,  Franklin, 
Juniata  and  Perry. 

10.  Companion  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Huntingdon,  for 
the  Counties  of  Bedford,  Blair,  Cambria,  Fulton,  Hunting¬ 
don  and  Mifflin. 

1 1 .  Companion  George  W.  Vernes,  of  Williamsport,  for  the 
Counties  of  Cameron,  Centre,  Clearfield,  Clinton,  Elk  and 
Lycoming,  and  Chapters  No.  194,  of  Tioga  County,  and  No. 
261,  of  Bradford  County. 

12.  Companion  Walton  K.  S wetland,  of  Coudersport,  for 
the  Counties  of  McKean  (except  Chapter  No.  279,  at  Kane) 
and  Potter,  and  Chapter  No.  265,  of  Tioga  County. 

13.  Companion  Cyrus  H.  Blood,  of  Brookville,  for  the 
Counties  of  Armstrong,  Butler,  Clarion,  Indiana  and  Jeffer¬ 
son. 

14.  Companion  Winfield  S.  Bell,  of  Pittsburgh,  for  the 
County  of  Allegheny  (except  Chapter  No.  282,  at  McKees¬ 
port),  and  Chapter  No.  150,  of  Washington  County. 

15.  Companion  William  Nagel,  of  McKeesport,  for  the 
Counties  of  Fayette,  Greene,  Somerset,  Washington  (except 
Chapter  No.  150,  at  Washington)  and  Westmoreland,  and 
Chapter  No.  282,  of  Allegheny  County. 

16.  Companion  John  C.  Wallace,  of  New  Castle,  for  the 
Counties  of  Beaver,  Lawrence  and  Mercer. 

17.  Companion  Peter  Barkey,  of  Erie,  for  the  Counties  of 
Crawford  and  Erie. 

18.  Companion  Charles  E.  Cooper,  of  Oil  City,  for  the 
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Counties  of  Forest,  Venango  and  Warren,  and  Chapter  No. 
279,  of  McKean  County. 

Grand  Chaplains . 

Comp.  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Delo,  of  Clarion. 

Comp.  Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege,  of  Oaks. 

Comp.  Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant,  D.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 
Comp.  Rev.  Horace  F.  Fuller,  of  Philadelphia. 

Comp.  Rev.  Robert  C.  Bowling,  of  Kittanning. 

Comp.  Rev.  William  B.  Wood,  D.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 
Comp.  Rev.  J.  Gray  Bolton,  D.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 
Comp.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond,  of  Norwood. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Comp.  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Chapter  No.  52. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Comp.  Samuel  Laughlin,  of  Chapter  No.  232. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Comp.  John  C.  Taylor,  of  Chapter  No.  250. 

Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 

Comp.  Porter  W.  Lowry,  of  Chapter  No.  273. 

Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail. 

Comp.  S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Chapter  No.  240. 

Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

Comp.  Frank  W.  Martenis,  of  Chapter  No.  216. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Comp.  George  B.  Wells,  of  Chapter  No.  52. 
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Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

_  • 

Comp.  G.  Ellwood  Wagner,  of  Chapter  No.  91. 

Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Comp.  David  Carlin,  of  Chapter  No.  286. 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

Comp.  August  P.  Kunzig,  of  Chapter  No.  243. 

Grand  Tyler. 

Comp.  William  B.  Joslyn,  of  Chapter  No.  175. 

Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Hibbert  P.  John,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

M.  E.  Comp.  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

M.  E.  Comp.  James  S.  Barber,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

M.  E.  Comp.  H.  Oscar  Kline,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

In  conjunction  with  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 

Committee  on  Appeals. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

M.  E.  Comp.  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

Comp.  George  W.  Hall, 

Comp.  Adam  H.  Schmehl. 

Committee  on  Finance. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  p.  g.  h.  p;, 

Comp.  M.  Richards  Muckle, 

.  Comp.  Charles  W.  Packer, 

Comp.  William  M.  Donaldson, 

Comp.  Jacob  W.  Jackson. 
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Committee  on  By-Laws. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

Comp.  Stephen  H.  Appleton, 

Comp.  Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

Comp.  John  E.  Poore, 

Comp.  Joseph  W.  Kenworthy. 

Committee  on  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  p.  g.  h.  p., 
Comp.  Thomas  F.  Penman, 

Comp.  Robert  E.  Umbel, 

Comp.  James  W.  Hughes, 

Comp.  George  Hale. 

Committee  on  Charity. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Edward  B.  Spencer,  p.  g.  h.  p., 
Comp.  Samuel  Diemer, 

Comp.  Joseph  H.  Brown, 

Comp.  Daniel  Baird, 

Comp.  Francis  J.  Callahan. 

Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing. 

Comp.  Louis  M.  Wagner, 

Comp.  James  W.  R.  Washington, 

Comp.  Alexander  McCune, 

Comp.  Frank  E.  Townsend, 

Comp.  Robert  F.  Mustin,  Jr. 

Instructors  in  Capitular  Degrees. 

Comp.  Daniel  W.  Hutchin, 

Comp.  S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 

Comp.  J.  Waelder  McMullen, 

Comp.  Fred  Paul  Sher, 
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Comp.  William  H.  Sheneman, 

Comp.  William  B.  Joslyfi, 

Comp.  John  H.  Fairlamb.  „ 

M.  E.  Companion  William  B.  Meredith,  Grand 
High  Priest,  in  a  most  pleasing  and  complimentary  vein, 
presented  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest’s  jewel  to  M.  E. 
Companion  J,  Henry  Williams,  and  addressed  him  as 
follows : 

Most  Excellent  Companion  J.  Henry  Williams,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest: — Duty  is  one  of  the  requirements  of 
Freemasonry,  and  no  true  and  loyal  Mason  will  ever  attempt 
to  escape  from  the  performance  of  any  duty  which  may  be 
assigned  him. 

The  especial  duty  devolving  upon  me  at  this  time  is 
both  a  sad  one  and  also  a  pleasant  one — a  sad  one  in  that  it 
is  the  last  act  in  the  drama  which  separates  you  from  the 
active  work  of  this  Grand  Chapter  and  numbers  you  among 
those  distinguished  Companions  known  as  Past  Grand  High 
Priests.  But  while  this  duty  has  to  be  performed,  it  is  more 
than  a  pleasure  that  it  devolves  upon  me,  not  as  an  in¬ 
dividual,  but  as  the  representative  of  every  member  of 
this  Grand  Chapter. 

Associated  with  you  as  a  Grand  Chapter  Officer,  I  learned 
to  know,  respect  and  esteem  you,  and  I  am  safe  in  saying 
that  wherever  you  have  gone  throughout  the  Jurisdiction  in 
your  official  capacity,  every  one  whose  acquaintance  you 
have  formed  entertains  for  *  you  the  same  feeling.  You 
should  feel  proud  of  this  condition,  and  I  assure  you  your 
Companions  are  equally  proud  of  it. 

The  station  of  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  is  both 
a  distinguished  and  an  honorable  one,  and  you  have  filled 
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it  in  a  manner  that  meets  the  approval  of  every  member  of 
this  Grand  Chapter,  and  that  reflects  great  credit  upon  you. 

The  custom  of  giving  to  those  who  have  served  as  Most 
Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  a  jewel  indicating  their  sta¬ 
tion  is  a  beautiful  one.  This  jewel  is  a  thing  of  beauty,  and 
of  considerable  intrinsic  value ;  yet  its  beauty  and  value 
count  for  naught  in  comparison  with  the  sentiments  back 
of  it,  that  of  respect,  esteem,  admiration  and  love,  and  to 
these  sentiments  your  Companions  throughout  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  join  in  hearty  accord. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  pin  this  jewel  upon  your 
breast,  the  fac-simile  of  the  breastplate  worn  by  you  in  the 
exalted  station  you  have  just  vacated ;  and  that  your  life  be 
spared  for  many  years  to  come,  to  wear  it  at  the  Communica¬ 
tions  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  your 
Companions. 

M.  E.  Companion  J.  Henry  Williams,  in  accepting 
the  jewel,  responded  as  follows  : 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest: — I  hardly  know 
what  to  say  in  reply  to  the  beautiful  language  with  which 
you  have  seen  fit  to  invest  me  with  this  jewel  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania.  In  so  far  as  pride  may  with 
justifiable  moderation  be  exercised,  I  feel  that  pride.  Pride 
is  a  quality  that  sometimes,  if  not  held  in  check,  leads  us 
astray. 

I  want  to  say  to  my  Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  that 
the  two  years  of  service,  the  |jlose  study  of  the  Capitular 
degrees,  and  the  necessity  for  knowing  them  in  order  to 
impart  instruction  to  others,  has  made  me  fully  realize  how 
beautiful  they  are  and  how  much  of  a  help  they  can  be  to 
any  man  who  seeks  to  know  the  right  and  strives,  so  far  as 
the  frailties  of  human  nature  will  permit,  to  do  right. 
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Great  pleasure  have  I  had  in  visiting  throughout  the 
State.  I  have  been  brought  face  to  face  with  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  my  Companions  in  the  Capitular  degrees.  Up¬ 
wards  of  seventy-five  hundred  miles  have  been  traveled  in 
the  past  two  years  in  seeking  to  impart  knowledge  of  these 
degrees,  in  trying  to  uphold  the  dignity  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Pennsylvania — nay,  more,  in  trying  to  exemplify  to 
the  fullest  extent  the  laws  of  Charity,  “  thinking  no  evil, 
rejoicing  not  in  iniquity. 

Back  again  in  the  ranks.  For  a  time  I  have  been  simply 
a  serving  brother,  not  a  master  nor  a  ruler,  but  simply  one 
who  served  his  brethren,  and  that  service  has  been  a  labor 
of  love.  I  think  I  have  realized  and  gotten  from  it  as  much 
benefit  as  any  one  else.  It  has  taught  me  to  understand 
more  fully  the  beautiful  thought  of  being  upon  the  level, 
travelling  upon  the  square,  asking  from  others  what  we  are 
willing  to  give  to  them — Charity  in  thought,  in  deed,  and  in 
action. 

Of  course  sadness  comes  when  we  separate  officially,  but 
then  that  must  be.  Official  life  is  only  for  a  time,  and  then 
we  come  back  again  to  where  we  start  from.  It  is  inev¬ 
itable.  It  is  right  that  it  should  be  so. 

A  man  may  be  possessed  of  strength,  yet  he  is  but  an 
atom,  a  mere  drop  in  the  ocean  of  life ;  and  it  is  right  and 
proper,  it  is  wise,  that  each  in  his  turn  should  come  forward, 
step  up,  serve  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  step  down  and  again 
take  up  the  work  of  being  with  those  who  elevated  him, 
appreciating  their  thoughts  and  their  ideas,  having  the 
greater  power,  the  greater  capacity  to  serve  them  in  -  the 
humbler  sphere  upon  the  floor  of  the  Chapter. 

I  regret  we  have  to  separate  officially ;  personally  we  never 

will  separate.  The  ties  that  have  been  formed  are  enduring; 

are  as  lasting  as  the  stone.  The  many  evidences  of  affection 
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and  friendship  which  I  have  had  from  you  and  those  who 
were  joined  with  me  in  the  official  family  in  the  past  two 
years  will  remain  as  pleasant  memories  as  long  as  life  shall 
last. 

I  thank  you  for  the  words  with  which  you  have  seen  fit 
to  give  me  this  jewel.  I  want  to  wear  it  for  many,  many 
years,  and  be  a  faithful  brother  among  you. 

The  Grand  Secretary  appointed  Companion  Stockton 
Bates  Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  which  appointment 
was  approved  by  Grand  Chapter. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  State  of  Illinois,  announcing 
the  death  of  M.  E.  Companion  Richard  T.  Higgins, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  State  of  Illinois.  Died  November  14,  1906. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  fifteen  minutes  p.m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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PAST  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS 

OF 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

of  Pennsylvania. 


1 7 95 ,  William  Ball.J 
1796 — 1797,  William  Moore  Smith.! 
1798 — 1802,  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith.! 
1802 — 1805,  Israel  Israel.! 

1806 — 1813,  James  Milnor.J 

1814,  Richard  Tybout.J 

1815,  Samuel  F.  Bradford.! 
1816 — 1817,  Walter  Kerr.! 

1818 — 1821,  Bayse  Newcomb.! 

1822 — 1823,  Josiah  Randall.! 

1824 — 1825,  Michael  Nisbet.! 

1826,  John  Steele,  Jr.J 

1827,  Tristram  B.  Freeman.! 

1828,  Joseph  S.  Riley. J 
1829 — -1831,  John  M.  Read.! 

1832 — -1833,  Samuel  H.  Perkins.! 

1834,  Enos  S.  Gandy.! 

1835,  John  Y.  Black.! 

1836 — 1840,  Joseph  R.  Chandler.! 

1841 — 1842,  Alexander  Diamond.! 

1843 — -1844,  William  Whitney.! 

1845 — 1846,  William  Barger.! 

1847,  John  McGrath.! 

1848,  John  J.  Krider.J 

1849,  James  Simpson. J 


JDeceased. 
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1850 — 1851,  David  C.  Skerrett.J 
1852 — -1853,  Edward  P.  Lescure.J 

1854,  Anthony  Bournonville.J 
1855 — 1856,  Harman  Baugh. J 
1857,  John  C.  Smith. J 
1858 — 1859,  Daniel  Thompson.! 

1860,  Benjamin  Parke. J 

1861,  Harman  Yerkes.J 

1862 — 1863,  Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson. f 
1864 — 1865,  George  W.  Wood.J 
1866 — 1867,  Samuel  C.  Perkins. J 
1868—1869,  George  Griscom.J 
1870—1871,  Michael  Nisbet.J 
1874 — 1875,  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr. f 
1876,  George  E.  Wagner. f 
1877 — 1878,  Alfred  R.  Potter.! 

1879 — 1880,  William  C.  Hamilton.! 
1881 — 1882,  Hibbert  P.  John. 

1883 — 1884,  Augustus  R.  Hall.J 
1885—1886,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 
1887 — 1888,  Matthias  H.  Henderson. 
1889 — 1890,  James  S.  Barber. 

1891 — 1892,  Alexander  H.  Morgan. 
1893 — 1894,  Edgar  A.  Tennis. 

1895 — 1896,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 
1897—1898,  Richard  M.  Johnson.! 

1899 — 1900,  Michael  W.  Jacobs. 

1901 — 1902,  Edward  B.  Spencer. 

1903 — 1904,  H.  Oscar  Kline. 

1905 — 1906,  J.  Henry  Williams. 


JDeceased. 


S’.  , 


Our  Dead. 


“  Life’s  labor  done, 

Serenely  to  their  final  rest  they  passed  ; 
While  the  blest  memories  of  their  virtues  yet 
Linger,  like  the  sunset  hues  when 
That  bright  orb  has  set.” 


IFn  fIDemonam. 
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WILLIAM  CHARLES  HAMILtON 


Past  Grand  High  Priest  of 
The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania. 


BORN  IN  ALBANY,  N.  Y.,  JANUARY  18,  1841. 
DIED  IN  PHILADELPHIA,  SEPTEMBER  5,  1906. 


“  He  liveth  long  who  liveth  well ! 

All  else  is  being  flung  away  ; 

He  liveth  longest  w7ho  can  tell 
Of  true  things,  truly  done,  each  day/’ 


Iln  flDemortam. 


ALBERT  R.  HOOVER 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,, 


DIED  MARCH  23,  1906. 


RICHARD  HECK  WHARTON 


Grand  Chaplain. 


DIED  MAY  9,  1906. 


GEORGE  P.  RUPP 


Scribe  of  Chapter  No.  169. 


DIED  JULY  3,  1906. 

i 


“  To  the  past  go  more  dead  faces 
Every  year, 

As  the  loved  leave  vacant  places 
Every  year.” 
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JOHN  H.  DYE 

Chapter  Xo. 

3  APr- 

8, 1906 

ABRAHAM  C.  MILLER 

<  <  c  1 

21  May 

8, 1906 

ALEXANDER  WISHART 

C  C  C  c 

150  Aug. 

3, 1906 

JAMES  N.  KINPORTS 

Cl  Cl 

166  Mar. 

6, 1906 

JOHN  E.  BURCHINELL 

c  c  c  c 

166  Mar. 

16, 1906 

JOSEPH  R.  PENDLETON 

c  c  c  c 

167  Feb. 

8, 1906 

L.  MILTON  VOSE 
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172  Aug. 

16, 1906 

THEODORE  OLIVER 

173  July 

4, 1906 

WILLIAM  B.  STONER 

174  Jan. 

9, 1906 

HASTINGS  GEHR 

176  Aug. 

3 1, 1906 

WARREN  R.  BOWMAN 

182  Apr. 

24, 1906 

FREDERICK  J.  AMSDEN 

185  June 

5, 1906 

WILLIAM  W.  TROUT 

186  Oct. 

/ 

5. 19°6 

ROBERT  A.  O.  KERR 

“  << 

189  Feb. 

27, 1906 

JOHN  H.  COOPER 

193  Jan. 

3, 1906 

WILLIAM  BECK 

196  Mar. 

2, 1906 

LEVI  B.  KALER 

Cl  c  c 

198  Sept. 

1,  1906 

PHILIP  MARTSOLF 

i  c  c  c 

206  Dec. 

1 1 , 1906 

WILLIAM  W.  PATTON 

l  c  l  c 

208  Oct. 

1 r , 1906 

WILLIAM  H.  ANTHONY 

c  c  c  c 

219  Feb. 

16, 1906 
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ABRAHAM  S.R. RICHARDS 
EDWIN  T.  OBERHOLTZER 
JOHN  M.  CLAPP 
A.  FRED  KEIM 
JESSE  B.  CARPENTER 
OSCAR  M.  DAVENPORT 
ALEXANDER  YOUNG 
ROBERT  E.  PATTERSON 

JAMES  H.  McKAIN . 

WILLIAM  R.  PEDDLE 
GEORGE  F.  BRENDLE 
JOHN  HOLLAND 
ROBERT  L.  HOLLIDAY 
JACOB  M.  STOEVER 
JAMES  W.  HANCOCK 
LOUIS  WEINREBE 
JOSEPH  A.  RITTER 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

1 

Committee  on  Correspondence* 


To  the  JVI.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 
The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  in  the  following  pages, 
submit  their  annual  report.  The  proceedings  as  they  have 
been  received  have  been  distributed  to  the  following  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Committee  for  review : 


Alabama, 

Arizona, 

Arkansas, 

California, 

Canada, 

Colorado, 

Connecticut,  . 
Delaware, 

District  of  Columbia, 
England, 

Florida, 

General  Grand  Chapter, 
Georgia, 

Illinois,  . 

Indian  Territory, 
Indiana, 

Iowa,  .  . 

Ireland, 

Kansas, 

Kentucky, 

Louisiana, 


>  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  P.  G.  H.  P.. 


•  Stockton  Bates. 
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Maine,  . 

Maryland, 

Massachusetts, 

Michigan, 

Minnesota, 

Mississippi, 

Missouri, 

Montana, 

Nebraska, 

Nevada,  . 

New  Brunswick, 

New  Hampshire, 
New  Jersey,  . 
New  Mexico,  . 
New  York, 

North  Carolina, 
North  Dakota, 
Nova  Scotia,  . 
Ohio, 

Oregon, 

Quebec, 

Rhode  Island, 
Scotland, 

South  Carolina, 
South  Dakota, 
Tennessee, 
Texas,  . 
Vermont, 
Victoria, 
Virginia, 
Washington,  . 
West  Virginia, 
Wisconsin, 


•  Thomas  F.  Penman. 


>  Robert  E.  Umbel. 


>  James  W.  Hughes. 
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ALABAMA. 

We  begin  our  Report  with  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  first  object  that  meets  our  eye  as  we  open  the  volume  is 
the  portrait  of  Companion  Basil  M.  Hill,  who  was  Grand 
High  Priest  from  December,  1904,  to  December,  1905. 
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The  next  is  the  portrait  of  Companion  Edward  S.  Gatchell, 
who,  after  filling  various  subordinate  positions,  was  Grand 
High  Priest  from  December,  1898,  to  December,  1900. 

The  Seventy-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  met  in  Montgomery,  December  4th  and  5th,  1905. 

Companion  Basil  M.  Hill  was  present  and  presided.  There 
were  present,  also,  a  large  representation  of  the  members  of 
the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  address,  which  was 
characterized  bv  the  committee  to-  which  it  was  referred,  as 

“From  this  address  comes  the  gratifying  information  that  all  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters  are  harmonious  and  fraternal  and  doing  good  work.  No 
disruption  or  trouble  anywhere.  Of  a  surety  tin's  is  gratifying.  New 
Chapters  are  being  organized  and  defunct  Chapters  restored.” 

He  made  eleven  official  visitations  and  highly  appreciated 
the  generous  welcome  accorded  him  by  the  Companions  of  the 
various  Chapters.  He  reports  no>  decisions  and  in  regard  to 
them,  says : 

“During  the  past  year  we  have  had  peace  and  harmony,  and  very  few 
matters  have  been  presented  to  me  for  official  ruling  or  adjudication.” 

He  granted  a  number  of  dispensations  to  elect  and  install 
officers  out  of  the  usual  time,  and  “For  good  cause  shown”  a 
great  many  to  receive  and  ballot  forthwith  upon  petitions  for 
exaltation  and  membership.  He  pays  his  respects  to  the  dead 
of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  is  good;  the 
Committee  on  Finance  reporting  that  there  was  a  cash  balance 
in  bank  of  $2,729.69.  No  debts  reported. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  special  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres¬ 
pondence  recommending  that  official  relations  be  established 
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with  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia,  re¬ 
ported  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  said  Supreme  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  has  not  been  recognized  by  either  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
England  or  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  under  whose  juris¬ 
diction  the  constituent  Chapters  from  which  the  Supreme 
Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia  was  formed,  your  Com¬ 
mittee  recommend  that  the  establishment  of  official  fraternal 
relations  with  said  Supreme  Grand  Chapter,  at  least  for  the 
present,  be  postponed,  and  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  be  not  concurred  in. 
This  report  was  signed  by  the  Committee  and  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  declined  to  recognize 
the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia  as  at  pres¬ 
ent  organized. 

The  following  amendment  was  offered  to  the  Constitution, 
and  was  ordered  printed  with  the  proceedings,  and  action 
taken  at  the  next  Annual  Grand  Convocation. 

“Resolved,  That  Section  4,  Article  i,  of  the  Constitution  be  amended 
to  read  as  follows: 

“This  Grand  Chapter  shall  hold  its  Annual  Grand  Convocation  at  the 
city  of  Montgomery,  on  the  third  Monday  of  January,  and  the  Grand 
<or  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  shall  have  the  power  of  convening  the  Grand 
Chapter  whenever  it  may  be  in  their  opinion  necessary,  and  shall  be 
bound  so  to  do,  whenever  requested  in  writing,  by  at  least  six  Chapters,” 
etc. 

In  our  opinion  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  would  be 
•unwise.  In  the  first  place,  we  do  not  see  the  use  of  a  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest.  lie  is  ornamental  without  being  useful. 
In  the  next  place,  if  we  had  him,  we  would  not  allow  him  to 
usurp  the  powers  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  call  a  Convo¬ 
cation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  or  do  anything  else  without  the 
'Grand  High  Priest’s  permission,  no  matter  who  requested 
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him.  In  the  next  place,  we  question  the  right  of  any  Com¬ 
panion  or  number  of  Companions  to  request  the  Grand  High 
Priest  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter  not  provided 
for  by  the  Constitution.  The  adoption  of  this  amendment 
would  give  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  equal  power  with 
the  Grand  High  Priest  and  would  make  a  nonentity  of  the 
latter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania  is  supreme  in  Roy¬ 
al  Arch  Masonry  in  his  jurisdiction.  He  is  governed  only 
by  the  Royal  Arch  landmarks  and  the  Constitution  of  his 
Grand  Chapter.  No  one  dictates  to  him  what  to  do.  He 
does  as  he  pleases.  We  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be 
adopted. 

When  we  come  to  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  a  very 
interesting  part  of  the  volume,  we  are  greeted  by  the  familiar 
name  of  Companion  William  Y.  Titcomb,  who  has  been  the 
Chairman  of  that  Committee  since  the  death  of  Companion 
Palmer  J.  Pillans  a  few  years  ago,  and  who  writes  the  present 
report.  Companion  Titcomb  always  writes  a  readable  report 
and  this  one  is  no  exception  to'  that  rule.  He  reviews  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  1904  and  gives  us  four  pages  and  a  half  of  kindly 
review.  He  speaks  of  our  Committee  in  most  complimentarv 
terms,  which  we  fully  appreciate.  He  approves  of  the  two  de¬ 
cisions  Grand  High  Priest  Kline  mentions  in  his  address  and 
says  they  were  approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  to  which  they 
were  referred.  We  must  correct  Companion  T.  upon  that 
point.  The  decisions  are  correct  and  doubtless  would  have 
been  approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter  had  they  been  referred 
to  it,  but  the  truth  is  they  were  not  referred.  The  decisions 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania,  not  provided  for 
by  the  Constitution,  become  law  without  reference  until  some 
of  his  successors  reverse  them,  and  that  is  very  seldom  done, 
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as  they  are  based  upon  the  landmarks  and  good  common  sense. 
During  an  acquaintance  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  of  some  length  the  writer  never  knew  an  address  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  to  be  referred  to  anyone.  The  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania  is  something  more  than  a  presid¬ 
ing  officer  ;  he  is  an  autocrat. 

We  do  not  know  anything  about  the  installation  ceremonies 
in  Alabama,  but  in  Pennsylvania  there  is  but  one  form.  It 
contains  much  that  is  secret  and  cannot  be  performed  in 
public. 

If  we  were  to  say  anything  about  the  use  of  substitutes  in 
conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree  it  would  only  be  a  repetition 
of  what  we  have  said  in  former  reports  on  the  same  subject. 

We  believe  he  is  opposed  to  printed  rituals;  if  so,  we  agree 
with  him. 

Companion  T.  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  require  an  applicant 
to  wait  for  six  months  after  receiving  the  Master  Mason’s 
degree  before  applying  for  the  Capitular  degrees.  We  believe 
in  it  and  it  is  a  law  of  our  jurisdiction.  It  gives  the  applicant 
time  to  reflect  upon  what  he  has  already  received  and  decide 
whether  or  not  he  wishes  to  go  further.  It  also  gives  the 
Companions  further  opportunity  to  judge  as  to  his  character 
and  whether  or  not  he  would  be  good  material  for  the  Chapter. 
Lastly,  it  prevents  an  applicant  from  rushing  through  Free¬ 
masonry.  Too  many  care  nothing  for  the  Lodge  and  Chapter, 
and  only  enter  them  because  they  are  obliged  to  in  order  to  at¬ 
tain  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  the  “higher  degrees.” 

Francis  H.  Bates,  Hamburg,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

George  A.  Beauchamp,  Montgomery,  R.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary.  M.  H.  H. 
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ARIZONA. 

♦ 

A  beautifully  printed  and  attractive  looking  pamphlet  comes 
to  us  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  which  was  held  in  Masonic 
Hall,  in  the  town  of  Flagstaff,  on  Wednesday,  November  15, 
1905.  M.  E.  John  Joseph  Sweeney,  Grand  High  Priest,  was 
present  and  presided.  The  representatives  of  five  Chapters 
and  a  number  of  Past  High  Priests  were  also  present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  brief.  He  opens 
in  the  approved  style,  reminding  them  that  a  year  has  gone 
and  that  another  with  its  duties  and  responsibilities  is  before 
them. 

He  says  they  have  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  Order  in  their  Territory,  of  the  renewed  business  ac¬ 
tivity,  etc. 

He  mentions  the  dead  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions  and 
speaks  of  the  appointment  of  Grand  Representatives.  Their 
relations  with  other  Grand  Chapters  remain  unchanged.  We 
believe  they  are  of  a  fraternal  character.  He  made  no  visita¬ 
tions.  He  says  that  from  what  he  can  learn  it  would  seem 
that  the  ritual  adopted  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  does  not 
meet  with  the  approval  of  many  of  the  members,  and  many  of 
the  Chapters  are  still  using  what  is  known  as  the  “Caswell 
Work.”  He  recommended  that  they  again  take  up  and  adopt 
the  “Caswell  Work.”  He  closes  with  thanks  to  the  members 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  honors  conferred  upon  him. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  address  was  referred  reported 
that  they  regretted  it  was  so  brief.  They  congratulated  the 
Grand  Chapter  on  the  excellent  condition  of  affairs  in  the  sev¬ 
eral  Chapters,  which  has  made  it  unnecessary  for  the  Grand 
High  Priest  to  do  more  than  he  has  done. 
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On  motion  the  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  each  made  re¬ 
ports  showing*  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to 
be  good,  a  balance  of  $2,772.87.  No  debts  reported.  The 
Special  Committee  to1  which  the  reports  were  referred  ap¬ 
proved  them  and  the  Grand  Chapter  adopted  their  report. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  that  nothing  had 
come  before  them. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

A  large  part  of  the  forty-eight  pages  which  compose  the 
volume  is  taken  up  with  the  names  of  the  Companions  of  the 
several  Chapters. 

Prosper  P.  Parker,  of  Phoenix,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

George  K.  Roskruge,  of  Tucson,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

M.  H.  H. 

ARKANSAS. 

The  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  was  held  at  the  city  of  Little  Rock  on  Thursday,  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  1905. 

Companion  J.  R.  Donnell,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  was 
present  and  presided.  His  address  was  short  and  contains  lit¬ 
tle  of  interest.  He  granted  dispensations  for  three  new  Chap¬ 
ters  and  granted  several  dispensations  to  elect  and  install  offi¬ 
cers  after  the  time  prescribed  by  the  By-Laws  had  elapsed,  a 
few  instances,  to  receive  and  ballot  on  petitions  and  confer  the 
degrees  without  waiting  the  required  time.  This  kind  of  dis¬ 
pensation  he  was  very  slow  to  grant;  in  fact,  he  refused  all 
such  that  he  did  not  think  were  for  the  good  of  the  Chapter, 
believing  that  the  law  should  be  upheld. 

He  made  several  decisions,  with  the  most  of  which  we 
agree.  No.  2,  we  confess,  we  do  not  understand  and  think  it 
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is  a  mistake  of  the  printer.  We  do  not  know  what  the  action 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was,  but  will  state  that  no  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Chapter  that  the  writer  knows  of,  meets  oftener  than 
once  a  month  in  stated  meeting.  Our  law  requires  a  petition 
for  exaltation  and  membership,  or  membership,  to  lay  over 
from  one  stated  meeting  to  the  next  or  some  subsequent  stated 
meeting,  not  exceeding  four  months  from  the  original  presen¬ 
tation,  contemplating  but  one  stated  meeting  a  month. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  that  they  had  ex¬ 
amined  the  books  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary 
and  found  them  correct.  They  reported  that  there  remained 

in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary  $214.84  and  in  the  hands  . 

% 

of  the  Grand  Treasurer  $2,756.64. 

The  Committee  on  Charters  and  Dispensations  recom¬ 
mended  the  granting  of  Charters  of  Constitution  to  the  Chap¬ 
ters  under  dispensation,  and  the  restoration  of  two  charters 
which  had  been  forfeited.  We  understand  that  their  report 
was  adopted  and  their  recommendation  favorably  acted  upon. 

The  Grand  Chapter  adopted  a  design  in  gold  for  a  Past 
Grand  High  Priest’s  jewel,  which  we  consider  very  appro¬ 
priate. 

A  large  part  of  the  volume  is  taken  up  with  a  list  of  the 
Chapters  subordinate  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas,  and 
their  members  as  returned  October  1,  1905. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

The  book  is  well  bound  and  contains  good  paper,  but  the 
letter  press  shows  evidence  of  careless  proof-reading. 

N.  P.  Richmond,  Malvern,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  C.  Bone,  Batesville,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

M.  H.  H. 
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CANADA. 

The  Forty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Canada  was  held  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  on  Wednesday, 
January  24,  1906.  M.  E.  Companion  William  Roaf,  Grand 
Z.,  present  and  presiding.  He  visited  officially  twenty-nine 
of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  Chapters  which  compose 
the  jurisdiction. 

The  Executive  Committed,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Grand 
Z.’s  address,  reported  in  substance  that  they  joined  him  in 
his  congratulations  to  Grand  Chapter  at  the  satisfactory  and 
continually  improving  condition  of  the  Royal  Craft,  at  the 
peace  and  harmony  which  prevail  within  their  borders,  and 
that  their  relations  with  other  grand  jurisdictions  are  of  the 
most  cordial  character. 

They  endorse  the  action  of  the  Grand  Z.  in  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  observance  by  the  Chapters  of  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Constitution,  that  printed  copies  of 
the  By-Laws  shall  be  presented  to  each  Brother  upon 
receiving  the  Mlark  Master  Mason’s  degree ;  that  copies  of  the 
By-Laws  of  each  Chapter  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  and  recommend  that  incoming  Grand  Superintend¬ 
ents  shall  continue  the  inquiry  already  commenced. 

They  agree  with  the  views  expressed  in  reference  to  the  de¬ 
sirability  of  uniformity  in  the  color  of  the  ribbon  of  which  the 
Royal  Arch  clothing  is  made,  and  recommend  that  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  be  empowered  to  procure  and  issue  to  the  Chapters 
samples  of  the  ribbon  in  the  authorized  colors  and  texture. 

The  report  embraces  more  in  the  shape  of  “taffy,”  which  we 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  reproduce. 

The  same  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
from  King  Solomon’s  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  8,  praying 
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that  the  rank  of  Past  First  Principal  be  conferred  upon  E. 
Comp.  Malcolm  Gibbs,  desired  to  say  that  they  were  not  in 
favor  of  establishing-  a  precedent  which  infringes  upon  the 
rights  of  a  constituent  Chapter;  which  report  was  adopted, 
from  which  we  infer  that  the  conferring  of  past  rank,  without 
election  to  office,  is  sanctioned  in  Canada.  In  a  previous  re¬ 
port  we  have  given  our  views,  condemning  this  practice. 

The  Committee  on  “Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry”  re¬ 
ported  that  they  had  read  and  carefully  considered  the  reports 
of  the  eighteen  Grand  Superintendents  who  have  presided  over 
the  eighteen  districts  into  which,  for  purposes  of  visitation  the 
jurisdiction  is  divided.  The  Committee  found  that  there 
were  on  the  roll  of  the  Grand  Chapter  F24  Chapters,  the 
membership  at  present  being  10,085.  Seventeen  are  reported 
not  visited.  These  seventeen  Chapters  are  commended  to  the 
especial  care  of  the  incoming  Grand  Superintendents,  as  some 
of  them  evidently  require  awakening  from  the  lethargic  state 
into  which  they  have  been  allowed  to  fall. 

The  Grand  Superintendent  of  Kootenay  District,  No.  18, 
does  not  appear  to  have  visited  a  single  Chapter.  If  he  has, 
it  is  not  so  stated  in  his  brief  communication,  though  he  puts 
forth  the  opinion  that  the  Chapters  seem  to  be  in  a  healthy 
state.  The  Committee  think  that  to  entirely  overlook  making 
an  apology  for  neglect  or  carelessness  is  a  breach  of  Masonic 
etiquette  as  well  as  of  good  manners. 

The  reports  of  those  who  carefully  performed  the  duties  are 
satisfactory  reading,  as  they  evidence  the  fact  that  the  Royal 
Craft  is  prospering  and  that  harmony  prevails. 

The  net  gain  for  the  year  is  1,120. 

The  Grand  Chapter  has  an  invested  fund,  bearing  interest, 
of  $27,558.77.  No  debts  reported  and  we  believe  there  are 
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We  are  glad  to  note  the  following'.  It  was  moved  and  sec¬ 
onded  : 

“That  the  Constitution  be  amended  t'o  replace  the  Past  Master’s  degree 
in  the  Ritual  to  be  conferred  as  formerly,  or  in  a  modified  form,  as  may  be 
decided  by  Grand  Chapter.” 

We  regret  to  note  that  after  a  brief  discussion  the  motion 
was  put  to  Grand  Chapter  and  declared  lost  less  than  half  a 
dozen  of  the  two  hundred  or  more  representatives  present  be¬ 
ing  in  its  favor. 

Like  most  other  Grand  Chapters,  Canada  wants  to  be  certain 
she  is  right  before  she  recognizes  the  so-called  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  Western  Australia. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  written  by  R.  E. 
Companion  George  J.  Bennett,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  who  reviews 
forty-five  volumes  in  an  entertaining  manner.  We  cannot  see 
that  he  has  changed  his  views  much.  The  writer  agrees  with 
him  in  nearly  all  he  says,  but  cannot  go  with  him  in  his  ad¬ 
vocacy  of  independent  membership.  In  support  of  his  theory 
he  advances  an  idea  which  is  new  to  the  writer  and  which  he, 
the  writer,  does  not  believe.  He  has  this  to  say  concerning  the 
landmarks  and  Free  masonry  (italics  his)  : 

“From  time  immemorial  the  Craft  has  welcomed  those  who  come  for¬ 
ward  under  the  tongue  of  good  report,  but  they  come  of  their  own  free  will. 
Freedom  of  inclination  is  their  birthright  as  Masons,  and  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  any  man  or  body  of  men  to  deprive  them  of  it.  Advocates  of  de¬ 
pendent  membership,  however,  go  beyond  the  ancient  charges  which  has  it, 
‘Every  brother  ought  to  belong  to  some  Lodge,’  by  substituting  the  manda¬ 
tory  must.  The  Master  Mason  is  enjoined  to  preserve  the  ancient  land¬ 
marks  ‘sacred  and  inviolable  and  never  suffer  an  infringement  of  our  cus¬ 
toms  or  a  deviation  from  .established  usage/ 

“No  more  radical  departure  from  this  sacred  injunction  was  ever  at¬ 
tempted  and  carried  out  than  when  the  dependent  membership  enactment 
was  grafted  upon  the  statute  books  of  some  of  the  Grand  Chapters.  Most 
heartily  do  we  subscribe  to  the  old  charge,  ‘Every  Brother  ought  to  belong 
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to  some  Lodge/  the  every  tone  of  which  suggests  that  even  if  he  chooses 
not  to  do  so  he  is  still  a  Brother;  but  the  plan  of  Free  masonry  never  in¬ 
tended  that  a  Brother’s  free  will  was  to  be  interfered  with  and  that  once 
within  a  Lodge  he  was  to  be  kept  there  by  a  persuasive  club.” 

No  man  can  be  certain  what  the  landmarks,  beyond  a  few 
that  are  well  established,  are,  while  the  Ancient  Charges  are 
written  and  anyone  can  read  them.  They  state  that  every 
Mason  ought  to  belong  to  some  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Pennsylvania,  as  long*  ago  as  1804,  emphasized  the  state¬ 
ment.  It  used  no  compulsion,  but  stated  what  it  believed. 
Some  over-zealous  brethren  have  substituted  the  word  “must" 
for  “ought,”  which  they  had  no  right  to  do. 

The  writer  cannot  agree  with  Companion  Bennett  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  prefix  “free"  as  applied  to  Masonry.  He  seems 
to  think  that  Masonry  is  free  to  every  man  to  come  when  he 
pleases  and  leave  when  he  pleases.  That  he  is  free  to  enter 
when  he  pleases,  with  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  to  which  he 
applies,  we  will  agree.  That  he  is  free  to  go  when  he  pleases 
with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  Lodge,  we  will  also  agree. 
It  is  impossible  to  keep  him  if  he  wants  to  get  out.  But  if 
he  chooses  to  go  out  he  forfeits  certain  privileges  which  as  a 
member  of  a  Lodge  he  possesses,  such  for  instance  as  appear¬ 
ing  in  public  in  Masonic  processions,  the  right  to  Masonic  re¬ 
lief,  and  Masonic  burial. 

But  in  the  mind  of  the  writer,  the  prefix  “Free"  as  applied 
to  Mlasonry,  has  a  different  meaning  from  that  applied  to  it 
by  Comp.  Bennett,  that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  candi¬ 
date’s  freedom  of  action.  One  of  the  first  things  we  learned  in 
Masonry  was  that  the  applicant  must  be  freeborn,  that  is  not 
born  a  slave.  Thus  Freemasonry  is  composed  of  freemen, 
and  that  idea  has  never  been  erased  from  our  mind.  In  the 
ritual  of  initiation  it  is  stated  as  one  of  the  qualifications  of 
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the  applicant  that  he  is  “freeborn.”  That  is  our  idea  of  what 
Free  masonry  is. 

Comp  William  Roaf,  Toronto,  M.  E.  Grand  Z. 

Comp.  George  J.  Bennett,  Toronto,  R.  E.  Grand  Scribe  E. 

M.  H.  H. 

COLORADO. 

The  volume  is  embellished  by  a  portrait  and  biographical 
sketch  of  Companion  Joseph  W.  Milsom,  who  is  Grand  High 
Priest  the  present  year. 

The  Grand  Chapter  met  in  Annual  Convocation  in  Masonic 
Temple,  Denver,  Thursday,  September  20,  1906,  at  10  o’clock 
a.  m.  It  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  Tyler  D.  Heiskell. 

There  was  a  full  representation  of  the  Grand  officers,  and 
representatives  from  all  of  the  thirty-eight  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Representatives  were  welcomed  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  who  was  responded  to  on  behalf  of  the  Grand 
Representatives  by  M.  E.  Companion  Harper  M'.  Orahood. 
Both  welcome  and  reply  were  in  appropriate  language. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  address.  He  consti¬ 
tuted  two  Chapters  and  issued  a  dispensation  for  the  formation 
of  one. 

After  consultation  with  the  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  Treas^ 
urer,  and  other  Companions,  he  ordered  the  Grand  Secretary 
to  send  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
to  San  Francisco  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  recent 
disaster  there. 

He  also  issued  a  circular  letter  to  the  Chapters  of  his  juris¬ 
diction  asking  them  to  contribute  from  their  funds  as  they 
were  able,  for  the  same  object.  They  responded  so  liberally 
that  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  sending  the  sum  of  $981.65  to 
San  Francisco.  Such  liberality  is  to  be  emulated. 
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In  the  matter  of  visitations  to  the  thirty-eight  Chapters 
which  compose  his  jurisdiction,  he  seems- to  have  done  his  duty. 

He  made  no  decisions.  The  few  questions  that  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  him  he  found  were  amply  covered  by  their  By-Laws, 
by  which  we  suppose  he  means  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter.  He  also  expresses  the  opinion  that  their  By-Laws 
(or  Constitution)  are  good  enough  to  be  let  alone  for  the 
present. 

He  says  he  has  no  recommendations  to  make.  The  Craft 
have  been  fairly  prosperous,  and  their  relations  with  other  jur¬ 
isdictions,  so  far  as  he  knows,  are  of  the  most  pleasant  and  fra¬ 
ternal  kind. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  that  they  had  examined 
the  books  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  found  them  correct,  as 
follows:  Cash  balance  on  hand  at  this  date,  $3,498.13.  A 
certified  check  was  attached  to  the  Grand  Treasurer’s  report 
to  the  Finance  Committee  for  $2,998.13  and  cash  $500.  No 
debts  are  reported  and  none  are  supposed  to  exist. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  written  as  heretofore  by 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  Ernest  Le  Neve  Foster.  The  writer 
has  reviewed  so  many  of  his  reports  that  he  has  little  to  say 
except  that  the  present  one  is  good  and  very  readable.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  kindly  noticed  in  a  review  of  a  little  more  than 
three  pages. 

If,  as  we  surmise  from  Comp.  Foster's  remarks,  the  manner 
of  opening  a  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters,  Past  Masters,  and  Most 
Excellent  Masters,  is  regulated  by  Constitutional  enactment 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado  or  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  we  have  nothing  more  to  say.  In  Pennsylvania  we 
know  of  no  written  law  on  the  subject,  but  custom,  which  has 
the  sanction  of  immemorial  usage  until  it  has  become  a  law, 
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prescribes  the  other  way,  which,  candor  compels  us  to  say,  we 
think  is  right. 

Comp.  Foster  commends  our  custom  of  inflicting  no  se¬ 
verer  penalty  for  non-payment  of  dues  than  suspension. 

Comp.  Jos  W.  Milson,  Denver,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
Comp.  Chas  H.  Jacobson,  Denver,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

M.  H.  H. 


CONNECTICUT. 

We  have  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Chapter  at  their 
Annual  Meeting  held  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  on  Tuesday, 
May  8,  1906. 

The  volume  opens  with  a  portrait  of  ML  E.  Companion  Jo¬ 
seph  R.  Johnson,  the  Grand  High  Priest,  who1  was  present  at 
the  meeting  and  presided. 

His  address  was  brief  and  referred  to  local  matters.  He 
mentioned  deaths  in  their  own  and  other  jurisdictions.  In 
regard  to  decisions  he  said : 

“My  predecessors  in  office  have  so  faithfully  performed  their  duties  that 
the  questions  that  have  been  submitted  have  been  more  in  the  form  of  a 
request  for  information,  all  of  which  was  found  in  the  Constitution  and 
General  Regulations  of  this  Grand  Body,  consequently  are  not  noted.” 

He  granted  some  dispensations  for  various  purposes,  but 
Chapters  asking  permission  to  ballot  on  petitions  (presumably 
for  exaltation  and  membership  at  a  special  meeting  were  re¬ 
fused,  as  they  gave  no  reason  for  making  the  request. 

He  recommends  that  the  Grand  Chapter  make  liberal  dona¬ 
tions  to  the  Masonic  Home. 

He  visited  eleven  Chapters  and  concludes : 

“The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe  made 
reports  giving  accounts  of  their  visitations.” 
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The  Committee  on  Grievances  reported  that  no  business  had 
been  presented  for  their  consideration. 

The  volume  contains  a  portrait  and  biographical  sketch  of 
Comp.  Luke  A.  Lockwood,  Grand  High  Priest  in  1865  and 
1866,  who  died  November  20,  1905. 

A  large  part  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  a  list  of  the  con¬ 
stituent  Chapters,  a  list  of  their  officers,  exaltations,  resigna¬ 
tions,  deaths,  members  stricken  from  the  roll,  etc. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  John  H.  Barlow  presents  another 
of  his  readable  Reports  on  Correspondence.  We  agree  with 
him  on  many  questions.  We  disagree  with  him  on  some. 
He  has  the  following  to  say  concerning  the  Past  Master’s  de¬ 
gree  : 

“We  regret  that  it  was  ever  placed  as  one  of  the  Capitular  degrees,  but 
doubt  the  expediency  of  attempting  to  remove  it.  It  confers  on  the  reci¬ 
pient  no  honor — that  belongs  to  the  degree  of  Actual  Past  Master.” 

He  does  not  believe  in  cipher  rituals.  Neither  do  we.  He 
believes  in  the  actual  presence  of  the  Charter.  Our  law  re¬ 
quires  it.  Our  Constitution,  in  Article  XV,  Section  3,  says : 
“ Where  there  is  no  Warrant  displayed,  there  can  be  no  Chap¬ 
ter  opened: ” 

When  we  come  to  where  Pennsylvania  ought  to  be  we  find 
this  entry:  “Proceedings  not  received.”  We  regret  this. 

George  N.  Delap,  Hartford,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  McComick,  Hartford,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

M.  H.  H. 

DELAWARE. 

A  handsome  pamphlet,  with  a  portrait  of  Companion  Harry 
W.  Lowe,  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  containing  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation,  held  at  the  city  of  Wilmington,  has  been  received. 
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M.  E.  Companion  John  Oliver,  Grand  Higffi  Priest,  pre¬ 
sided.  His  address  was  short  and  confined  to  local  topics.  He 
said  Capitular  Masonry  had  made  some  gains  in  the  year  that 
has  closed.  While  not  large,  it  showed  the  advancement  of 
the  Craft.  At  the  end  of  the  preceding  year  840  members 
were  reported.  During  the  year  there  were  exalted,  35 ;  affil¬ 
iated,  1;  died,  12;  dimitted  6;  suspended,  5;  a  gain  of  13 
members. 

He  mentions  the  dead  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions. 

In  closing  he  says  that  nothing  has  been  submitted  to  him 
for  decision  and  so  far  as  he  is  informed  fraternal  peace  and 
harmony  prevail  throughout ■  the  jurisdiction. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re¬ 
ports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  for  the 
year  1905,  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  same  and 
found  them  correct;  there  was  a  balance  of  $4,348.21  in  the 
hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  $507.50  in  the  hands  of  the 
Grand  Secretary,  and  $466  invested  in  the  Wilmington  Sav¬ 
ing  Fund.  Signed  by  the  Committee. 

The  Past  Master’s  degree  has  been  agitating  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Delaware  for  some  time,  and  at  their  last  annual 
Convocation  it  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  which  at 
the  present  Convocation  reported  as  follows,  and  their  report 
was  adopted  without  a  dissenting  voice : 

“Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  question  of  the  P.  M. 
degree,  report  that  after  careful  consideration  of  the  subject  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  no  change  should  be  made  in  the  Capitular  system  now  in 
practice,  and  which  tyas  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware  in 
1896. 

“We  recommend  that  the  Subordinate  Chapters  be  required  to  conform 
strictly  to  the  ritual.” 

Signed  by  the  Special  Committee. 

We  are  not  surprised  at  the  report  and  its  adoption.  We 
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fail  to  see  how  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware  can  eliminate 
the  P.  M.  degree  as  long  as  it  pays  allegiance  to  the  General 
Grand  Chapter.  We  cannot  but  think  it  must  have  wrenched 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  V.  V.  Harrison,  believing  as  he  does, 
to  sign  that  report  as  one  of  the  Special  Committee. 

A  portrait  and  biography  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Compan¬ 
ion  James  H.  Price,  who  has  served  in  that  office  since  Janu¬ 
ary,  1887,  is  published  with  the  Proceedings. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  written  by  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Virginius  V.  Harrison,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  for  1904,  being  fraternally  noticed.  Commenting 

on  our  treatment  of  the  Coatesville  case,  he  says : 

\ 

“Replying  to  us  on  the  Coatesville  case,  he  says  that  Pennsylvania  Chap¬ 
ters  are  prohibited  from  advancing  any  but  their  own  members.  While 
we  recognize  this  as  true,  we  would  ask  if  the  law  is  not  faulty  in  that  it 
forbids  a  Chapter  to  perform  a  courteous  duty  for  a  sister  Chapter  and 
an  act  of  kindness  for  a  partially  made  Companion  who,  by  reason  of  the 
vicissitudes  of  life,  finds  himself  placed  in  the  position  of  the  Brother  in 
question.  It  would  cost  the  Chapter  performing  the  courteous  duty  com¬ 
paratively  nothing  and  would  be  beneficial  to  the  recipient  in  a  financial 
sense  and  probably  make  him  a  useful  member  of  the  Chapter  doing  the 
courteous  act.  With  all  due  respect  we  differ  with  the  law  as  laid  down 
in  Pennsylvania  on  this  particular  subject.  In  Delaware  we  would  com¬ 
plete  the  work  for  the  South  Carolina  Chapter  and  turn  the  member  over 
to  that  Chapter.  Then  if  he  chose  to  dimit  and  place  his  petition  in  one 
of  our  Chapters  we  would  receive  him  and  make  him  one  of  us.” 

As  the  question  is  asked,  we  reply  that  we  do  not  think  our 
law  faulty,  as  it  enables  a  Chapter  to  distinguish  more  readily 
its  own  members.  We  treated  this  case  exhaustively  in  our 
report  of  1904,  and  published  in  our  volume  of  that  year  on 
pages  124  and  125.  In  that  report  we  pointed  out  a  simple 
and  easy. way  by  which  he  could  be  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
in  Pennsylvania.  We  have  nothing  to  add  to  that  report,  and 
cannot  modify  it. 
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Companion  Harrison’s  report  is  well  written  and  is  interest¬ 
ing  reading.  .  He  speaks  kindly  of  our  report  and  regrets  that 
he  has  not  space  enough  to-  reproduce  Companion  Bates’s  con¬ 
clusion  on  “Progress  in  Freemasonry”  in  full. 

Harry  W.  Lowe,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  H.  Price,  P.  O.  Box  94,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Address  of  all  Grand  Officers,  Wilmington,  Del. 

M.  H.  H. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  volume  containing  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  for  the  year  1906  is  before  us. 

The  first  thing  we  see  upon  opening  the  book  is  the  portrait 
of  Companion  Harry  K.  Simpson,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Three  special  Convocations  were  held  on  July  23,  1905; 
January  8,  1906;  and  February  1,  1906,  at  each  of  which  the 
death  of  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest  was  announced.  Suitable 
action  was  taken  in  each  case. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  fourteenth  of 
February,  1906.  Companion  Henry  K.  Simpson,  Grand  High 
Priest,  was  present  and  presided,  and  there  was  a  large  at¬ 
tendance  of  the  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives  of  constit¬ 
uent  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  address,  in  which  he 
mentions  the  dead  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions. 

He  apparently  made  but  one  decision,  which  was  as  follows : 
A  member  of  one  of  the  Chapters  was  suspended  in  his  Lodge 
October  18,  1903,  for  non-payment  of  dues.  The  Chapter 
not  knowing  of  his  suspension  carried  him  along  and  accepted 
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dues  from  him  to  the  end  of  the  year  1905,  when  the  fact  of 
his  suspension  became  known.  They  asked  the  Grand  High 
Priest  to  decide  the  following  questions : 

1st.  What  is  the  standing  of  the  Companion  in  his  Chapter? 

2nd.  Should  all  or  any  part  of  the  money  paid  by  him  to 
the  Chapter  since  his  suspension  in  his  Lodge  be  returned? 

He  answered  as  follows : 

“1st.  His  status  by  action  of  his  Lodge  becomes  that  of  an  unaffiliated 
Master  Mason,  and  does  not  affect  his  membership  in  the  Chapter. 

“2d.  His  membership  being,  according  to  its  records,  continuous  in  the 
Chapter,  the  amount  paid  by  him  for  dues  in  arrears  properly  belongs  to 
and  should  be  retained  by  the  Chapter.” 

In  Pennsylvania  we  would  have  decided  the  above  differ¬ 
ently,  as  follows : 

1st.  His  suspension  in  his  Lodge  would  have  caused  his 
suspension  in  his  Chapter  without  any  action  of  the  latter  body. 

2d.  He  could  not  be  charged  with  dues  while  under  sus¬ 
pension. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  unofficially  visited  each  of  the 
Chapters  in  his  jurisdiction  and  in  nearly  all  of  them  witnessed 
a  rendition  of  the  work.  He  reports  them  to  be  in  good  con¬ 
dition. 

He  reports  a  total  membership  of  3,304,  a  gain  of  150. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported  the  total  assets  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  to  be  $4,989.46,  counting  Masonic  Hall  bonds 
and  Masonic  Association  stock  at  what  they  believe  them  to  be 
worth.  We  hope  they  are  not  mistaken  as  to  their  value. 

The  Grand  Chapter  recognized  the  so-called  “Supreme 
Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Western  Australia.” 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  written  by  Comp.  Arvine 
W.  Johnston.  He  opens  as  follows : 

“It  is  to  be  regretted  that  correspondence  reports  are  not  more  generally 
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read,  for  they  convey  much  information  of  the  customs  and  practices  of 
other  jurisdictions,  a  knowledge  of  which  has  a  broadening  effect.  We 
are  not  moaning  a  solo,  many  other  reviewers  similarly  give  voice  to  their 
grief,  while  the  others  merely  suffer  in  silence.  Perhaps  it  is  true  that 
reports  on  foreign  correspondence  do'  not  appeal  to  more  readers  on 
account  of  the  somber  title  under  which  they  are  printed,  conveying  little 
,  idea  of  what  is  contained  in  them. 

“If  somebody  would  break  the  spell  and  head  his  report  ‘Cheerful 
Criticisms  of  Capitular  Convocations’  or  ‘The  Way  the  Other  Fellows 
Do  It,’  or  ‘Ceremonies  and  Customs  of  Capitular  Contemporaries,’  or  some¬ 
thing  less  dismal  than  ‘Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,’  Companions 
might  bS  induced  to  at  least  read  a  report  on  trial,  and  then  if  we  could 
not  hold  their  interest  we  would  not  deserve  their  attention.” 

Under  New  Hampshire  he  says,  speaking  of  Comp.  Albert 
S.  Wait,  who  writes  the  Correspondence  Report  of  that  juris¬ 
diction,  “Under  Colorado’  he  discusses  the  ‘team’  question, 
which  reminds  him  of  its  vulgar  associations  in  common  life. 
In  New  England  they  say,  'Get  out  of  your  team  and  come 
in.’  ”  He  had  heard  the  word  “class”  suggested,  and  it 
seemed  to  him.  to  convey  the  precise  meaning  desired  and  to 
be  free  from  objection  from  want  of  euphony.  We  agree. 
Almost  anything  would  be  better  than  “team.” 

Pennsylvania  is  noticed  in  a  review  of  two  pages.  He 
agrees  with  the  writer  in  what  he  says  concerning  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama  in  making  Comp.  Beau¬ 
champ  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest  without  the  Companion 
having  been  previously  elected  to  the  office  of  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  says : 

“We  agree  with  the  Companion  that  there  should  be  no1  road  to  becom¬ 
ing  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest  except  by  having  filled  the  office,  the  prac¬ 
tice  being  fully  as  illogical  as  that  of  making  ‘virtual  past  masters.’  ” 

We  take  the  last  clause  as  having  been  inserted  especially 
for  our  benefit.  To  our  mind  there  is  no  similarity  between 
the  two.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama  by  their  own  state¬ 
ment  invested  Comp.  Beauchamp 
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“With  all  the  rights,  benefits  and  privileges,  belonging  to  those  who 
have  been  regularly  elected  to  the  position  of  Grand  High  Priest  and  as 
such  have  presided  over  this  Grand  Chapter.” 

They  subsequently  presented  him  with  the  appropriate 
jewel. 

The  degree  of  Past  Master  as  conferred  in  our  Lodges  by 
dispensation  confers  nothing  upon  the  applicant  but  the  name 
■of  being  a  Past  Miaster  and  invests  him  with  none  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  degree  which  he  would  have  had 
he  been  elected  and  installed  Master  of  a  Symbolic  Lodge,  nor 
•does  he  claim  them. 

To  our  mind  it  is  equal  to  the  degree  that  is  conferred  in  the 
Chapters  of  other  jurisdictions,  and  has  the  advantage  of  them 
in  being'  consistent,  inasmuch  as  one  of  the  Lodge  degrees  is 
not  conferred  in  the  Chapter. 

There  is  a  variance  of  opinion  as  to  whether  the  warrant  of 
■constitution  should  be  displayed  while  the  Chapter  is  open. 

That  is  regulated  in  Pennsylvania  by  constitutional  enact¬ 
ment. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
■speaking  of  the  duties  of  the  High  Priest,  says  in  Article  XV, 
Section  2 : 

“He  has  charge  of  the  Warrant  of  Constitution,  which  must  always  be 
displayed  in  the  Chapter  when  it  is  opened,  and  during  its  labors.” 

In  another  section  of  the  same  Article  the  Constitution 
.says : 

“Where  there  is  no  Warrant  displayed,  there  can  be  no  Chapter  opened.” 

The  only  place  we  can  discuss  the  question  is  in  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

Charles  Becker,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Arvine  W.  Johnston,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

M.  H.  H. 
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ENGLAND— GRAND  MARK  LODGE. 

We  take  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  quoting  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  and  accompanying  paper  received  from  our  dis¬ 
tinguished  Representative  near  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of 
England. 

Torquay,  England,  May  31,  1906. 

“My  Dear  Grand  Secretary: — Many  thanks  for  the  most  welcome 
volume  of  the  transactions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  R.  A.  Masons  of 
Pennsylvania.  It  is  very  interesting  as  usual  and  much  appreciated  by  me ; 
and  as  the  Grand  Chapter  is  so  faithful  to  the  old  traditions  and  customs, 
and  continues  in  the  good  old  way,  I  am,  proud  to  continue  as  its  Repre¬ 
sentative  at  the  Mark  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  which  celebrates  its 
Jubilee  next  month,  in  fact,  next  week.  I  was  appointed  so  far 
back  as  1871,  and  was  the  first  of  its  kind. 

“Am  just  sitting  up  from  a  sick  bed,  so  please  excuse  brevity,  but  my 
interest  is  unabated. 

“I  enclose  my  latest  paper  on  the  Mark  Degree,  for  reproduction,  if  you 
think  well,  111  next  proceedings.  It  has  been  accepted  and  printed  by  the 
English  Mark  Grand  Lodge. 

“It  is  a  real  pity,  and  great  loss  to  all  concerned,  from  a  true  Masonic 
standpoint,  that  so  many  Marks  are  unrecorded  of  candidates,  who  should 
not  be  allowed  to  be  exalted  until  that  duty  is  observed.  Our  Mark  Grand 
Secretary  (my  old  friend  the  R.  W.  Bro.  C.  F.  Matier)  only  issues  a 
Certificate  after  the  Mark  has  been  duly  returned  with  other  particulars ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  co-operation  of  the  Chapters  would  be  se¬ 
cured  on  the  importance  of  the  choice  of  a  Mark  being  carefully  pointed 
out  and  attended  to,  on  archaeological,  as  well  as  Masonic  grounds. 

“With  all  good  wishes  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  officers  and 
members  of  our  beloved  Grand  Chapter,  and  warm  esteem  for  yourself, 
believe  me 

“Yours  fraternally, 

“Wm.  James  HughanA 
MARK  MASONRY,  1599-1905. 

“During  the  centuries  which  immediately  preceded  the  establishment 
of  the  premier  Grand  Lodge  of  England  and  the  World,  the  ‘Mark’  was 
directly  connected  with  operative  and  speculative  Freemasonry,  and  from 

.  *  .  .  I 

time  immemorial,  it  has  been  the  custom  for  the  skilled  Craftsman  to 
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chisel  his  distinctive  mark  on  the  stones  he  fashioned,  so  as  to  indicate  his 
workmanship. 

“It  is  this  fact  that  differentiates  the  Mark  Degree  from  all  other  Cere¬ 
monies  additional  to  the  first  Three,  and  justified:  the  formation  of  the 
Mark  Grand  Lodge,  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  so  as  to  take  under  its  wing 
those  Lodges  which  worked  that  interesting  and  suggestive  Ceremony, 
the  English  Craft  agreement  excluding  it  from  the  formally  recognized 
series,  according  to  the  Articles  of  Union  of  A.D.  1813-4. 

“The  antiquity  of  Mark  Masonry  cannot  be  doubted,  operatively  con¬ 
sidered;  and  even  speculatively,  it  has  enjoyed  special  prominence  for  cen¬ 
turies  ;  records  of  the  custom  being  followed  by  speculative  Brethren, 
according  to  existing  records,  dating  back  to  1600,  in  which  year,  on  the 
8th  day  of  June,  ‘Ye  principal  warden  and  chief  maister  of  maissons,  Wm. 
Schaw,  maister  of  wrork  to  ye  Kingis  maistie,’  met  members  of  the  Lodge 
of  Edinburgh  (now  No.  1)  at  Holyrood  House,  at  which  meeting  the 
Laird  of  Auchinleck  wTas  present,  and  attested  the  minutes  of  the  assembly 
by  his  mark,  as  did  the  operatives,  in  accordance  with  the  Schaw  statutes 
of  December  28th,  1598,  wThich  provided 

‘That  the  day  of  ressauyng  (receiving)  of  the  said  fallow  of 
craft  or  maister  be  ord’lie  buikit  and  his  name  and  mark  in¬ 
sert  in  the  said  buik.’ 

“That  theoretical  Masons  selected  their  marks  just  as  the  operatives  did, 
during  the  seventeenth  century,  is  abundantly  manifest,  by  an  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  old  Scottish  Records  of  that  period.  One  of  the  most  note¬ 
worthy  instances  out  of  many  is  the  Mark  Book  of  the  Lodge  of  Aberdeen 
(now  No.  1  tris)  which  was  started  in  A.D.  1670,  and  is  signed  by  49 
members,  all  of  whom  but  two  have  their  marks  inserted  opposite  their 
names. 

“The  Master  of  the  ‘Honourable  Lodge  of  AberdeeiT  in  that  year  was 
Harrie  Elphingston,  Tutor  of  Airth  and  Collector  of  the  King’s  Customs, 
and  only  a  fourth  part  of  the  members  wrere  operative  Masons,  the  roll  of 
Brethren  including  the  Earl  of  Findlater,  the  Earl  of  Dunfermline,  Lord 
Pitsligo,  the  ‘Earle  of  Errolle,’  a  Professor  of  Mathematics,  several  Minis¬ 
ters,  Doctors,  and  other  professional  men  and  Tradesmen,  such  as  Wrights 
(or  Carpenters),  Slaiters,  Glaziers,  etc. 

“The  names  of  the  Apprentices  were  entered  in  another  list,  the  marks 
chosen  by  such  being  evidently  similar  to  their  Fathers’  in  several  in¬ 
stances. 

“When  a  special  and  elaborate  Ceremony  (with  a  distinctive  legend) 
was  first  used  it  is  not  possible  to  decide,  but  probably  about  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  soon  after  the  arrangement  of  the  Royal  Arch 
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as  a  separate  Degree.  The  oldest  preserved  records  date  from  the  year 
1769,  and  there  is  no  lack  of  evidence  as  to  the  observance  of  the  custom 
in  speculative  Lodges  during  that  century  and  later,  either  in  separate 
Lodges  or  under  the  wing  of  the  Royal  Arch.  The  Mark  continued  to  be 
worked  in  this  country  as  an  unauthorized  Ceremony  until  the  year  1856, 
when  the  Mark  Grand  Lodge  was  founded,  and  has  proved  a  conspicuous 
success,  having  ultimately  secured  the  support  of  all  the  ‘time  immemorial’ 
and  other  old  Lodges  in  the  country,  besides  having  warranted  several  hun¬ 
dreds  of  Lodges  to  work  the  Degree  in  England  and  the  Colonies  and 
Dependencies  of  the  British  Crown. 

“The  Ceremony  is  very  popular,  especially  in  North  America,  where 
there  are  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  subscribing  members,  and  is  recog¬ 
nized  by  all  Grand  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  there  and  elsewhere, 
excepting  in  England.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  includes  it  with  the 
additional  Degrees  belonging  to  ‘the  other  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  recog¬ 
nized  by  it,  and  acting  in  Masonic  union  with  it’ ;  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Scotland  authorizes  the  Mark  to  be  ‘conferred  on  Master  Masons,  and 
the  secrets  only  to  be  communicated  in  presence  of  those  who  have  taken 
the  step  in  a  Lodge  entitled  to  grant  it.’  The  Mark  Grand  Lodge  in  recent 
years,  has  incorporated  the  ‘Mark  Man’  with  the  ‘Mark  Master’ ;  and  wisely 
so,  as  it  was  the  former  that  was  conferred  on  Fellow  Crafts,  and  the 
latter  on  Master  Masons,  during  the  eighteenth  century. 

“With  our  beloved  Sovereign  and  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Connaught  on  the 
Roll  of  its  Grand  Masters,  the  Mark  Grand  Lodge  has  all  the  recogni¬ 
tion  possible  or  desirable. 

“Wm.  James  Hugh  an, 

“Dunscore,  Torquay,  24 th  July,  1905. 

FLORIDA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  assembled  in  its  Sixtieth  Annual  Convocation  in  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  Jacksonville,  on  Tuesday,  May  8, 
A.  D.  1906,  A.  I.  2436. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Olin  S.  Wright,  Grand  High  Priest,  present¬ 
ed  the  annual  address.  It  opens  as  follows : 

“I  greet  you: — We  meet  here  in  our  Sixtieth  Annual  Grand  Convoca¬ 
tion,  I  trust  in  a  spirit  of  companionship,  striving  to  realize  the  brother 
hood  of  man  and  the  Fatherhood  of  God.  The  God  in  whose  protecting 
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and  pitying  province  we  place  our  trust  is  not  irrational.  It  is  surprising 
how  intelligent  thinking  men  can  be  content  with  the  first  three  degrees 
of  Masonry  without  aspiring  to  still  further  light  for  greater,  clearer  Truth. 
(Is  it  not  possible,  Companions,  the  first  degrees  were  not  conferred  in 
a  manner  befitting  their  character,  and  that  the  fault  lies  in  the  method 
of  doing  the  work  and  not  in  the  material?)  We  now'  enjoy  a  liberality, 
charity  and  toleration  of  belief  in  strong  contrast  with  past  intolerance. 
‘Masonry  combatting  superstition  with  reason,  with  the  light  of  Truth 
putting  bigotry  and  fanaticism  to  shame,  is  one  of  the  strong  forces  urging 
us  onward  in  the  march  of  progress  and  knowledge,  and  will  finally  give 
us  a  world  wide  political  and  religious  liberty,  but  Truth,  Companions,  is 
within  ourselves ;  it  takes  no  rise  from  outward  things.’  ” 

The  report  is  filled  with  the  detail  usual  in  such  papers  and 
closes  as  follows : 

“Ana  now’,  Companions,  my  actions  are  before  you.  If  wrong,  please 
consider  it  is  of  the  head  and  not  of  the  heart.  Deal  with  me  as  kindly 
as  you  can  in  justice  to  our  noble  institution.  I  had  rather  be  severely 
censured  than  have  her  suffer  one  iota  in  consequence  of  my  shortcom¬ 
ings. 

“I  thank  several  of  our  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  for  their  advice  and 
assistance ;  and  particularly  I  am  and  we  all  are  deeply  indebted  to  our 
distinguished  Grand  Secretary.  Without  him  and  his  services,  always 
quickly  and  freely  given,  we  would  all  be  at  sea.” 

There  is  no  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

Joseph  R.  Keller,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Wilber  P.  Webster,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


GEORGIA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
for  the  State  of  Georgia  met  in  the  Eighty-fourth  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation,  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  Macon,  at  10 
o'clock  a.  Wednesday,  April  25,  A.  D.  1906,  A.  I.  2436, 
and  was  opened  in  ample  form  and  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
A.  E.  Sansburn,  Grand  Chaplain. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  John  C.  Joiner, 
presented  the  annual  address.  It  opens  as  follows : 

“Companions — Once  more  the  hand  upon  the  clock  of  eternity  records 
the  passing  of  another  year.  Once  more  the  earth  comes  forth  from 
the  grave  of  Winter,  clothed  in  the  vernal  glories  of  Spring,  and  feeds 
her  teeming  children  from  pulsing  breasts.  Once  more  the  gavel  calls 
to  order  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Georgia,  and  Com¬ 
panions  from  every  red  hill  and  every  grassy  vale  of  our  commonwealth 
gather  to  counsel  for  the  good  of  the  Order. 

“For  the  first  time,  it  is  my  high  privilege  to  sit  in  the  East  and  re¬ 
ceive  the  honors  of  this  exalted  station.  I  am  profoundly  sensible  of 
this  exceptional  distinction,  because,  while  it  is  always  pleasing  to  be 
called  to  the  post  of  honor  in  any  assembly,  it  is  a  greater  pleasure  and 
a  greater  honor  to  preside  over  a  Masonic  boc|y,  and  especially  the  Grand 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Georgia. 

“Permit  me  to  preface  my  report  by  saying  that  my  term  has  been  a 
continuous  pleasure.  The  Companions  have  responded  to  every  call, 
harmony  prevails  in  every  Chapter  and  the  progress  has  been  most  grati¬ 
fying.  Indeed,  the  harvest  seems  just  now  ripening.  As  never  before, 
Capitular  Masonry  is  appreciated  in  Georgia,  and  calls  are  coming  from 
every  section  for  ‘more  light.’ 

“I  have  been  much  impressed  by  the  steady  and  increasing  zeal  for 
Masonry.  The  tide  is  rising  with  each  year  and  the  growth  of  other 
fraternities  seems  not  to  hinder  but  to  increase  the  mother  Order. 
‘Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  us  all  the  days  of  our  lives, 
and  we  shall  dwell  in  the  house  of  our  Lord  forever.’  There  is  some¬ 
thing  more  than  human  in  a  brotherhood  that  so  long  and  so  well  holds 
the  service:  and  veneration  of  mankind.  There  is  something  in  it  that 
fills  the  aching  desires  of  hungry  hearts  and  gives  a  touch  to  the  be¬ 
wildered  thoughts.  There  is  somewhere  a  voice  amidst  its  many,  that 
reaches  the  quivering  and  hesitating  moods  of  the  soul  and  calls  it  to  the 
highest  and  best  action.  There  is  a  power,  hid  away  in  its  mysteries, 
that  overrules  the  angry  and  revengeful  in  man,  and  crowns  his  pure  and 
his  elevating  thoughts.  It  moves  us,  as  did  the  action  told  in  the  ancient 
story:  A  little  village  was  besieged  by  a  powerful  army.  The  invest¬ 
ment  lasted  for  many  months.  The  walls  of  the  village  resisted  attack 
and  its  gardens  sustained  the  people.  The  besiegers  soon  destroyed  the 
supplies  without  and  the  sun  dried  up  the  springs.  So,  thirst,  hunger 
and  anger  drove  the  army  to  despair.  They  beat  upon  their  shields,  and 
demanded  to  be  led  against  the  villagers.  The  thirst  and  hunger  of  the 
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besiegers,  was  known  to  the  besieged,  and,  instead  of  taking  pleasure 
therein,  behold !  the  gates  opened.  There  came  forth  a  troop  of  children, 
armed  with  vines  loaded  with  grapes  and  bearing  food  fresh  from  the 
pantry.  At  their  head,  marched  a  priest  of  God,'  holding  aloft  a  ‘cross.’ 
The  besiegers  gathered  around  the  army  of  little  children,  quenched 
thirst  and  appeased  hunger.  When  the  shades  of  evening  fell,  there 
could  be  seen  an  army  fading  away  into  the  gloom  of  the  distance — it  was 
the  army  of  besiegers.  They  had  been  conquered — conquered  by  ‘kind¬ 
ness.’  ’Tis  the  same  old  story.  The  heart  of  every  man  yearns  for  the 
touch  of  brotherhood  and  the  benediction  of  love.  A  wise  man  has  said 
‘You  may  ride  us  with  one  soft  kiss,  ere  with  spur  we  beat  an  acre.’ 
Therein  lies  the  secret  of  the  power  of  Masonry — it  rules  b}r  the  law  of 
love  and  grows  with  ‘loving  kindness.’  ” 

J.  R.  Price  Chapter  was  “instituted”  on  December  9,  1905, 
U.  D.,  and  a  Charter  for  it  was  recommended. 

At  least  forty-seven  dispensations  were  granted. 

After  the  recital  of  other  details  of  Capitular  government 
the  address  closes  as  follows : 

“Surely,  the  heart  of  every  true  Companion  must  swell  with  pride 
because  of  the  prosperity  and  promise  of  Capitular  Masonry.  It  is  ad¬ 
vancing  with  the  tread  and  trend  of  a  mignty  army.  It  rises  into  majes¬ 
tic  view,  like  the  waving  plumes  of  green  of  a  great  forest.  It  moves 
as  resistless  as  the  waves  of  the  ocean,  crested  as  with  diamond  caps. 
It  charms  like  an  oratorio  and  swells  like  the  heavenly  harmonies.  It 
inspires  like  a  call  upon  the  bugle  of  St.  Michael,  and  leads  like  a  vision 
of  St.  George.  It  is  at  once  the  gentlest  and  most  hidden  force  in  the 
world  of  morals.  Yet  it  is  as  all-pervading  as  air  and  as  resistless  as 
the  hand  of  the  storm.  It  has  seized  upon  modern  thought  and  bound  it 
to  service.  It  moves  its  sceptre  and  monarchs  kneel.  Civilization  blazed 
a  way  for  it,  and  morality  begs  a  blessing.  To-day,  it  stands  before  ad¬ 
vancing  progress  and  receives  a  conveyance  of  the  future,  in  the  words 
of  old.  ‘Lift  up  now  thine  eyes,  and  look  to  the  north,  to  the  east,  to 
the  west  and  to  the  south.  Behold !  All  this  land  do  I  give  thee  and 
thy  seed  after  thee,  forever.’  ” 

From  the  pen  of  that  veteran  reviewer,  Comp  A.  M.  Lamb- 
din,  comes  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  He  re¬ 
views  the  proceedings  of  forty-nine  Grand  Chapters,  ten  of 
which  for  two  years. 
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Under  Arizona  we  clip  the  following  anent  Ritual : 

“The  Ritual,  like  Banquo’s  ghost,  is  a  matter  that  refuses  to  down. 
From  various  Jurisdictions  comes  a  note  of  dissatisfaction.  From  long 
experience  in  the  work  we  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
so  much  that  is  beautiful,  true  and  ennobling  in  all  presentations  of  the 
degrees  that  if  the  time  spent  in  objections  should  be  spent  in  a  thorough 
mastery  of  the  work  and  in  enthusiastic  rendition  of  it,  much  would  be 
gained  for  the  Order.” 

Under  California  and  re  the  liquor  question,  Comp.  Lamb- 
din  defines  his  position  in  the  following  humorous  but  effect¬ 
ive  vein : 

“Our  position  on  the  liquor  question  is  best  illustrated  by  the  story 
of  the  colored  brother  who  was  given  to  emphatic  ejaculations  during  the 
prayers  of  the  preacher  at  his  church.  Un  one  occasion  the  parson  grew 
very  earnest  and  cried  aloud : 

“  ‘O,  Lord,  curtail  the  influence  of  the  devil  in  this  community.’ 

“‘Yes,  Lord,  cut  his  tail  slap  off,’  echoed  the  responsive  brother.” 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed  and  we  return  thanks 
for  the  kindly  comment  on  our  labors.  He  says  of  our  cor¬ 
respondence  report : 

“In  the  division  of  Grand  Chapter  Proceedings  for  review,  Georgia  again 
falls  into  the  capable  hands  of  Companion  Stockton  Bates. 

“He  quotes  freely,  and  comments  briefly,  but  pointedly. 

“Companion  Bates  reviews  several  other  Proceedings,  among  them 
Illinois,  in  which  he  measures  lances  with  Companion  Warvelle  in  a 
knightly  manner. 

“His  is  not  the  only  ready  pen  among  the  quintet  of  reporters,  and  we 
read  the  productions  of  all  with  pleasure.” 

We  find  the  following  under  Washington,  which  we  clip 
with  pleasure,  as  it  contains  a  bit  of  information  we  never 
heretofore  came  across : 

“It  is  truly  refreshing  to  find  an  address  not  wholly  devoted  to  a  recital 
of  the  official  acts  of  the  year.  A  glance  at  the  effort  of  Companion 
Nathan  shows  us  that  here  we  will  find  at  least  a  short  period  of  ‘good 
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reading,’  so  on  this  wild  February  night  we  stretch  our  feet  toward  the 
glowdng  grate,  lean  back  in  our  easy  chair,  and  breathing  a  sigh  of  con¬ 
tent,  give  ourselves  up  to  pure  enjoyment. 

“Here  is  a  sample  which  shows  that  the  Most  Excellent  is  a  good 
historian  as  well  as  a  good  Mason : 

“  ‘The  master  minds  that  led  the  embyro  republic  through  the  dark  and 
disastrous  revolutionary  struggle,  he  who  wielded  the  mighty  pen  that 
drafted  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  the  statesmen  who  pledged 
their  lives  and  fortunes  to  secure  to  us  the  sacred  rights  we  enjoy;  the 
sagacity  and  disinterestedness  of  those  who  managed  our  national  affairs 
during  the  time  of  our  greatest  need,  as  well  as  the  tried  and  trusty 
few%  who,  goaded  on  by  the  unjust  exactions  of  the  mother  country,  con¬ 
verted  Boston  Harbor  into  a  mammoth  tea-pot,  were  actuated  by  the 
spirit  of  equality  and  a  keen  sense  of  justice — the  result  of  [Masonic 
teachings.’ 

“This  leads  us  to  add  that  the  ‘Boston  Tea  Party’  was  composed  of 

\ 

actual  members  of  a  Masonic  Lodge,  who,  at  the  conclusion  of  their  Lodge 
meeting,  disguised  themselves  as  Indians  and  wrent  on  board  the  English 
vessels  in  the  harbor  and  emptied  the  tea  into  the  water  although  our 
strenuous  President,  in  a  recent  address  in  reply  to  one  from  a  promi¬ 
nent  Georgian,  ascribes  to  that  historical  event  the  beginning  of  the 
Order  of  Red  Men.” 

Under  West  Virginia  he  says: 

“The  General  Grand  High  Priest,  in  explaining  why  Little  Rock  was 
chosen  as  the  place  for  holding  the  Triennial,  says  that  the  Arkansas 
Companions  felt  that  ‘they  needed  the  nutritious  influence  superinduced 
by  the  fraternal  commingling  of  enthusiastic  Companions  from  other 
Grand  Chapters.’  These  words  eloquently  proclaim  the  chief  asset  and  the 
raison  d’etre  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  whose  function  is  more 
social  than  governmental. 

“In  his  final  ‘Remarks’  he  says : 

“  ‘It  would  be  a  great  improvement  in  the  ‘addresses  of  Grand  High 
Priests’  if  they  could  see  the  propriety  of  avoiding  the  use  of  sentimental¬ 
ism.  Many  of  these  addresses  are  marred  by  great  batches  of  poetry.  Let 
the  addresses  be  simple  reports’ 

“My !  My !  What  a  dreary  time  the  average  reviewer  wrould  have  with¬ 
out  the  ‘sentimentalism’  and  the  ‘poetry !’  , 

“The  Guild  needs  one  such  reporter  as  Companion  Baines  to  maintain-, 
a  proper  balance.  He  looks  at  things  through  serious  spectacles.  Some¬ 
body  say  something  funny  and  try  to  make  him  laugh.” 
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Perhaps  the  Grand  High  Priest  thinks  “this  is  no  time  for 
mirth  and  laughter/’  and  has  been  there  himself  “in  the  cold 
gray  dawn  of  the  morning  after.” 

Men  without  mirth,  poetry  and  sentiment  may  be  classed 
with  Shakespeare’s  Cassius.  For  did  not  Caesar  say : 

“Yon  Cassius  has  a  lean  and  hungry  look; 

He  thinks  too  much :  such  men  are  dangerous. 

Would  he  were  fatter!  But  I  fear  him  not: 

Yet,  if  my  name  were  liable  to  fear, 

I  do  not  know  the  man  I  should  avoid 
So  soon  as  that  spare  Cassius.  He  reads  much ; 

He  is  a  great  observer,  and  he  looks 

Quite  through  the  deeds  of  men;  he  loves  no  plays 

As  thou  dost,  Antony ;  he  hears  no  music ; 

Seldom  he  smiles,  and  smiles  in  such  a  sort 
As  if  he  mocked  himself  and  scorn’d  his  spirit 
That  could  be  mov’d  to  smile  at  anything.” 

Yes,  say  something  “to  make  him  laugh.”  Well,  you’ve 
said  it  yourself  in  your  conclusion,  which  we  quote: 

“This  report  ends  our  reading  for  the  year,  and  although  we  are  worn 
and  Weary,  still  we  are  not  like  the  little  boy,  who  was  so  fond  of  sweets 
that  he  made  frequent  secret  raids  on  the  contents  of  the  sugar  dish.  Vari¬ 
ous  and  sundry  reproofs  from  his  good  mother  being  without  avail  to 
correct  this  tendency,  she  one  day  bade  him  stand  by  the  barrel  and  eat 
until  she  said  'stop.’  He  dived  into  it  with  evident  enjoyment,  but  after 
some  time  she  saw  tears  rolling  down  his  sticky  face. 

“‘What  is  the  matter?’  she  said,  ‘I  thought  you  liked  sugar.’ 

“‘Yes’m,  I  do — but — but — I’ve  got  down  to  where  it  ain’t  good.’” 


J.  L.  Gable,  ML  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 

W.  A.  Wolihin,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


ILLINOIS. 

The  Proceedings  of  Illinois  come  in  excellent  shape  with  a 
frontispiece  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  Marcus  M. 
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Lord  and  mirabile  dictu  a  copious  table  of  contents.  This 
may  not  be  a  new  feature  for  Illinois,  but  if  not  it  has  hereto¬ 
fore  escaped  notice. 

“The  Fifty-Seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chap¬ 
ter  of  the  State  of  Illinois  convened  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  City  of 
Chicago,  on  Thursday,  the  25th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1906,  A.  I.  2436,  at 
10  o’clock  A.  M.” 

After  a  very  able  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain  there  was  an 
elaborate  ceremony  of  reception  of  guests  with  welcoming  ad¬ 
dresses  and  appropriate  responses. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  George  F.  Hen- 

thorne,  then  delivered  the  annual  address.  He  opens  thus : 

% 

“Another  year  is  added  to  the  records  of  the  past ;  we  have  again  arrived 
at  another  milestone  in  the  journey  of  life,  and  we  again  meet  in  Annual 
Convocation  to  deliberate  on  our  labors  and  devise  plans  for  the  future. 

“The  year  which  has  just  drawn  to  a  close  has  been  one  of  great 
prosperity;  the  number  of  exalted  is  largely  in  excess  of  any  previous 
year  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  This  is  a  matter  for  con¬ 
gratulation,  but  in  this  desire  for  a  large  increase  of  membership  let  us 
not  forget  that  a  close  watch  should  be  maintained,  and  none  but  those  of 
true  manhood  be  admitted  to  our  counsels.  Let  the  application  of  every 
candidate  for  admission  be  examined  with  the  most  scrutinizing  eye.” 

Three  new  Chapters  were  constituted  and  the  dispensation 
mill  ground  a  grist  of  two  hundred  and  ten  dollars.  Com¬ 
missions  were  issued  to  five  Companions  appointing  them  as 
“Representatives  near  the  Grand  East  of  other  Jurisdictions,” 
and  seven  Representatives  from  other  jurisdictions  were  ac¬ 
knowledged. 

Two  decisions  were  rendered,  one  of  which  we  quote: 

“  ‘Will  you  please  give  me  a  decision  as  to  what  the  three  great  lights 
are  in  a  Lodge  subordinate  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter?’ 

“I  replied— I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  authority  on  the  subject 
that  will  admit  of  the  use  of  other  than  the  Holy  Bible,  Square  and  Com¬ 
passes  in  the  Mark,  Past  and  M.  E.  Master’s  Degrees.  The  following  reso- 
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lution  presented  by  Past  Grand  Pligh  Priest  George  W.  Warvelle  at  the- 
Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter  1902,  was  adopted : 

“  ‘Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  does  hereby  declare 
that  the  Great  Lights  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  which  are  hereby  ordered 
to  be  displayed  in  every  Chapter  in  the  obedience  of  this  Grand  Chapter,, 
shall  consist  of  the  Holy  Bible,  Square,  Compasses  and  Equilateral1 
Triangle.’  I  think  this  covers  the  case,  as  it  declares  plainly  the  great 
Lights  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  not  of  the  degrees  dependent  to  the 
Royal  Arch  degree.  My  decision  is  that  the  Equilateral  Triangle,  there¬ 
fore,  should  not  be  displayed  in  the  Mark,  Past  and  M.  E.  Masters’  degrees.”- 

They  have  three  Schools  of  Instruction  in  Illinois. 

The  reports  of  District  Officers  make  interesting  reading,, 
but  contain  nothing  quotable. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  of  $15,164.65  and 
invested  funds  to  the  amount  of  $15,000. 

Illinois  has  190  active  Chapters,  with  a  total  membership 
of  24,213. 

Companion  Joseph  E.  Dyas,  General  Grand  High  Priest,, 
in  presenting  a  P.  G.  H.  P.’s  jewel  to>  the  retiring  M.  E* 
Grand  High  Priest,  took  occasion  to  say  among  other  things : 

“I  am  delegated  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois,  Companion  Hen- 
thorne,  to  present  to  you  a  slight  token  of  the  good  opinion,  affection  and 
esteem  of  the  Companions  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

“Undoubtedly  this  has  come  to-  you  entirely  unexpectedly,  as  it  has 
to  all  of  us  heretofore  (laughter).  I  have  no  doubt  that,  nevertheless,  you 
will  appreciate  it  just  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  entirely  looked  for  and 
anticipated.” 

This  may  have  been  said  before,  but  allee  samee  it  is  funny 
and  witty. 

How  well  I  remember  a  little  incident  of  many  years  ago  1 
I  had  served  my  Chapter  as  its  High  Priest  and  had  care¬ 
fully  prepared  a  neat  little  impromptu  (?)  acknowledgment  of 
the  unexpected  (?)  gift  of  a  P.  H.  P.’s  jewel,  anticipating  as 
far  as  possible  the  flattering  terms  with  which  the  gift  would 
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be  conveyed.  I  sat  modestly  among  the  Companions  await¬ 
ing  the  momentous  occasion,  when  the  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  having-  the  matter  in  charge  strolled  over  to  where  I  was 
sitting,  took  a  seat  beside  me,  and  said :  ‘‘I  say,  Bates,  I  don’t 
believe  you  like  this  palaver  at  jewel  presentations  any  more 
than  I  do  ;  besides,  I  can’t  make  a  speech,  so  here,  here’s  your 
jewel”  (at  the  same  time  thrusting  a  packet  into  my  hand)  ; 
‘hake  it,  and  much  good  may  it  do'  you.”  To'  which  I  re¬ 
plied,  “all  right, v  stuck  the  package  in  my  pocket  and  straight¬ 
way  tried  to  forget  my  flowery  sentences  of  acknowledgment. 

And  now  having  disposed  of  the  body  of  the  report  of  Illi¬ 
nois  proceedings,  the  piece  de  resistance,  as  it  were,  we  come 
(I  beg  Companion  Warvelle’s  pardon  for  the  editorial  “we”) 
I  come  to  the  dessert,  his  report— his  “  Correspondence  Report.” 
But  when  he  opens  the  report  in  the  following  words  : 

“Companions: — Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  most 
respectfully  reports,  that  it  has  duly  considered  all  of  the  several  matters 
referred  to  it  during  the  past  year;  has  perused  the  journals  of  the  different 
hodies  with  whom  we  sustain  relations  of  amity;  has  further  read  the 
lucubrations  of  the  Correspondence  Committees  appended  to  said  journals, 
and  has  still  further  kept  its  weather  eye  upon  the  Capitular  horizon  to 
note  any  impending  changes  not  set  forth  in  the  official  forecasts.  The 
result  of  this  long,  unremitting  and  arduous  toil  is  herewith  presented  for 
your  approval,  and  constitutes  the  fifth  annual  report  of  your  committee.” 

The  italics  are  ours.  Here  the  writer  is  both  plural  and 
an  impersonal  “it.”  It  doesn’t  last  long,  however,  for  in  the 
next  sentence  comes  the  dear  old  Warvellian  I.  Read: 

“Now  I  fancy  the  foregoing  ought  to  satisfy  the  most  fastidious  stickler 
for  form,  and  having  thus  discharged  whatever  obligation  I  may  have 
Teen  under  as  a  decorous  and  due-observer-of-the-proprieties  reviewer, 
permit  me  to  remove  my  coat,  don  my  smoking  jacket,  and  chat  with  you 
ior  the  balance  of  the  trip  in  an  easy,  conversational  sort  of  way.” 

While  I  have  read  this  report  from  start  to  finish,  and  en- 
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joyed  it,  but  scant  use  can  be  made  of  it  for  the  purpose  of 
quotation.  Comparatively  few  lines  suffice  for  the  jurisdictional 
treatment.  But  coming  to  Pennsylvania  the  Companions  of 
this  State  will  be  interested  in  knowing  what  Companion 
Warvelle  thinks  of  our  attitude  in  refusing  recognition  to 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia,  SO'  I  quote: 

“Recognition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia  was  re¬ 
fused,  for  reasons  that,  to  this  committee,  seem  utterly  untenable.  If 
nine-tenths  of  the  Masonic  bodies  of  a  given  territoi*y  are  to  be  denied 
the  right  of  legal  organization  and  consequent  independence,  merely 
because  one-tenth  prefers  to  retain  its  old  allegiance,  then  it  would  be  an 
easy  matter  to  keep  the  great  majority  in  a  condition  of  perpetual  vas¬ 
salage  at  the  mere  caprice  of  an  insignificant  minority.  That  may  be 
good  American  Masonry,  but  it  is  not  good  Americanism,  and  I  am  a 
patriot  before  I  am  a  Mason.” 

Companion  Warvelle  evidently  don’t  like  “Prerogatives.” 
Judge  for  yourselves;  this  is  what  he  says: 

“Hereafter  ‘no  member  shall  be  exalted  to  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch 
within  four  weeks  from  the  time  when  he  shall  have  received  the  degree 
of  Mark  Master,’  unless  the  Grand  High  Priest  sees  fit  to  set  aside  the 
law.  There  is  another  of  the  ‘ancient’  landmarks  that  we  would  do  well 
to  discard.  NT  man  is  above  the  law  in  this  ‘land  of  the  free  and  home 
of  the  brave.’  Grand  High  Priest’s  ‘prerogatives’  may  be  all  right  in 
a  country  which  recognizes  privileged  classes,  but  to  me  it  looks  too 
much  like  the  aping  of  royalty.  However,  I  may  be  all  wrong  on  this 
matter.  Well,  let  it  go  at  that.” 

He  thinks  our  Grand  High  Priests  come  high : 

“Grand  High  Priests  come  high  in  Pennsylvania,  but  they  have  to 
have  them  for  all  that.  $3,000.00  per  annum  is  the  present  cost,  but  with 
the  increased  price  of  labor  and  materials  an  early  advance  may  be 
looked  for.  However,  the  Grand  High  Priests  of  Pennsylvania  are  all 
fine  men  and  well  worth  the  cost.” 

Further  than  this  that — 

“The  treasury  is  plethoric,  yea,  distended  with  its  burden  of  what  some 
people  call  ‘cold  simoleons.’  ” 

And  comments  thus  on  our  gift  to  the  Jews — 
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“Two  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  ‘suffering  Jews  in  Rus¬ 
sia.’  How’s  that?” 

Referring  to  our  G.  H.  P.’s  decisions  he  says : 

#• 

“The  Grand  High  Priest  (J.  Henry  Williams)  decided  that  ‘it  is  not 
lawful  for  the  Chapter  Hall  to  be  used  for  social  purposes.’  And  further, 
that  ‘the  funds  of  a  Chapter  cannot  be  used  to  defray  the  expenses  for  a 
mixed  company.’  No  picnics  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  expense  of  the  Chap¬ 
ter.” 

And  adds  that  * 

“Our  sylvan  Companions  are  still  perturbed  over  the  subject  of  ‘Marks.’ 
It  seems  there  are  a  lot  of  stubborn  cusses  who  refuse  to  come  in  and 
get  a  tag,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest  says  Grand  Chapter  must  grapple 
with  them.” 

With  an  apt  quotation  from  Montaigne  the  Warvellian 
feature  in  “Facts  and  Fancies”  is  set  before  the  reader. 

If  you  want  some  good  reading,  get  the  1906  report  of 
Illinois  proceedings  and  read  “Facts  and  Fancies.”  It  can 
not  all  be  quoted  here.  Just  a  bon  bouche  now  and  then  to 
tickle  your  palate  and,  like  Sam  Weller’s  love  letter,  make  you 
“wish  there  was  more  of  it.” 

Comp.  Warvelle  approaches  his  subject  in  a  truly  catholic 
spirit  and  says : 

“I  have  often  wished  that  the  full  measure  of  leisure  that  fell  to  the 
lot  of  the  illustrious  Montaigne  had  also  been  mine,  and  that  I,  like 
him,  might  seat  myself  in  my  tower  and  at  mine  ease  compose  dis¬ 
courses  for  the  edification  of  my  Brethren.  But,  instead,  I  must  snatch 
the  moments  as  best  I  may,  and  even  as  I  pen  these  lines  the  hand 
on  the  dial  marks  the  near  approach  to  low  twelve,  and  this  too  after 
a  day  of  strenuous  exertion.  It  must  be  confessed  that  these  condi¬ 
tions  are  not  conducive  to  either  fecundity  of  thought  or  felicity  of  ex¬ 
pression,  but  these  are  the  limitations  by  which  I  am  bound  and  under 
which  my  work  must  be  prosecuted.  Of  course,  you  don’t  have  to  read 
my  fancies  if  you  don’t  want  to,  and  you  need  not  believe  the  facts  un¬ 
less  you  are  so  disposed,  but  in  the  event  that  you  should  peruse  my 
lines  forgive  my  transgressions,  if  such  you  find,  and  forget  my  faults,  of 
which  I  have  many,  for  my  only  object  is  to  please  you  and  for  this 
have  I  striven.  .  ... 
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“As  I  wander  here  and  there  in  my  annual  ramble  through  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  I  occasionally  come  across  a  fellow-scribe  whose  feelings  I 
seem  to  have  greatly  lacerated.  Not,  however,  because  of  anything  I 
have  said  concerning  him  or  the  character  of  his  work,  but  because  I 
have  refused  to  burn  incense  on  the  altar  of  his  gods,  or  neglected  to 
offer  my  devotions  at  the  shrine  of  his  favorite  saint.  And  thereupon, 
as  a  sort  of  salve  for  his  aforesaid  lacerated  feelings,  he  proceeds  to 
empty  the  vials  of  his  wrath  on  my  head,  much  after  the  manner  of  the 
fishwives  of  Billingsgate. 

“I  have  thus  far  made  it  a  rule  to  disregard  all  derogatory  allusions 
to  myself,  notwithstanding  that  at  times  the  strong  Celtic  tincture  in 
my  composition  has  urged  me  10  strike  back.  But,  some  way  or  an¬ 
other,  I  don’t  feel  as  belligerent  as  I  used  to,  and  I  have  rather  come 
to  regard  with  feelings  of  disgust  the  doughty  warriors  who  fire  their 
paper  bullets  at  long  range.  Life  has  too  little  left  to  waste  in  vain 
contentions  over  matters  of  personal  dispute,  and  besides,  there  are  too 
many  royal  good  fellows  in  the  Guild  with  whom  I  can  indulge  in  a 
‘passage  at  arms’  that  leaves  no  rancor  in  its  wake.  I  am  in  hopes  also, 
that  as  time  wears  on  the  disciples  of  the  conventional  will  become  ac¬ 
customed  to  my  departures  from  established  precedent,  and,  while  they 
may  not  condone,  that  they  will  at  least  tolerate  my  foibles.” 

As  to  the  question  of  the  sex  of  other  jurisdictions  we  have 
the  following: 

“Presiding  officers.  Secretaries  and  Committees,  when  speaking  about 
-other  Grand  Chapters,  are  very  prone  to  allude  to  them  as  ‘sister’  Juris¬ 
dictions,  or  ‘sister’  Grand  Chapters.  This  practice  is  not  only  very  wide¬ 
spread  but  very  ancient.  At  least  it  antedates  my  own  experience  in 
Masonry,  and  you  know  that  must  carry  it  back  somewhere  this  side  of 
Noah’s  flood.  As  there  is  no  grammatical  gender  in  English  the  practice 
would  seem  to  have  been  borrowed  from  the  usage  of  some  other  language, 
or,  it  is  possible  that  it  may  have  been  the  invention  of  some  well-meaning 
but  poorly  informed  brother  who  wished  to  find  some  expression  indicative 
■of  consangumious  relationship. 

“I  am  not  finding  any  fault  with  the  practice,  although  I  certainly  can¬ 
not  commend  it,  but  I  do  find  fault  with  the  method  in  which  it  is  generally 
employed.  To  be  consistent  the  users  of  this  form  of  expression  should 
also  employ  the  pronouns  of  sex.  This  they  seldom  do,  but  on  the  contrary 
are  guilty  of  the  grammatical  offense  of  employing  a  pronoun  that  does 
not  agree  with  its  noun.  That  is,  they  say  ‘it’  when  they  refer  to  the 
'sister’  body.  To  be  consistent  they  should  say  ‘she,’  as  is  done  in  German 
••and  other  continental  languages.  But,  except  as  a  poetical  metaphor,  to 
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use  such  an  expression  would  be  nonsense.  We  might,  perhaps,  apply 
the  term  to  a  ladies’  sewing  society,  but  to  call  a  varied  assortment  of  old 
stags  ‘she’  seems  like  a  gross  perversion  of  language. 

“These  inconsistencies  have  been  noticed  from  time  to  time  by  thought¬ 
ful  members  of  the  Guild,  and  the  late  Companion  Bowen,  of  Nebraska, 
came  forward  with  a  plan  whereby  they  might  be  eliminated  and  the 
general  idea  of  relationship  yet  retained.  His  plan,  which  he  proceeded 
to  put  into  execution  as  Grand  Secretary,  was  to  call  the  ‘sister’  Grand 
Chapters  ‘fellows.’  The  plan  involved  so  much  innovation,  however,  that 
it  failed  of  adoption  in  other  jurisdictions  and  so  it  is  that  the  ‘girls’ 
remain,  notwithstanding  that  there  is  nothing  feminine  about  them. 

“The  words  “jurisdiction’  and  ‘chapter’  are  Anglicized  Latin.  In  Latin 
every  substantive  has  a  gender,  and  the  word  caput  (head),  from  which 
our  word  ‘Chapter’  is  derived,  is  neuter.  So  also  is  the  word  jus  (right), 
with  which  we  have  compounded  a  verb,  dico  (to  say),  to  form  our  word 
‘jurisdiction.’  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  Tellows  who  insist  on 
giving  the  feminine  gender  to  the  Chapter  can  find  no  support  for  such  a 
course  in  the  language  from  which  the  word  is  derived.  As  the  word  in 
English,  if  properly  employed,  must  be  treated  as  neuter,  would  it  not 
be  just  as  well  if  we  ceased  to  speak  of  ‘sister’  Chapters,  or,  as  a  sort 
of  compromise,  we  might  turn  the  expression  over  to  the  Sisterhood  of 
the  Eastern  Star.-” 

On  the  subject  of  the  Past  Master’s  Degree  I  find  the  fol¬ 
lowing  to  contain  much  of  interest : 

“From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  Past  Master  Degree 
is  viewed  with  much  disfavor  on  the  other  side  of  the  International 
Boundary  Line,  and  that,  in  essential  features  at  least,  it  is  regarded  as 
a  Yankee  invention.  The  allusions  to  Webb’s  animus  I  have  seen  on 
several  occasions.  Of  course,  this  is  pure  conjecture,  and,  what  is  worse, 
conjecture  born  of  desire.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Webb  and  his  associates 
were  not  well  posted  on  English  rituals,  and  it  is  a  further  known  fact 
that  English  rituals  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  were  in  a  most 
chaotic  condition.  In  fact  is  wras  not  until  after  the  Union  in  1813  that 
anything  like  uniformity  wras  obtained  in  the  vTork  of  the  Craft  Lodges, 
and  not  until  1835  that  a  standard  ritual  for  the  Royal  Arch  was  estab¬ 
lished.  Webb  and  his  associates  thought  they  were  producing  something 
ultra  English.  They  did  the  best  they  could  with  their  limited  knowledge 
and  they  conformed  to  the  facts  of  history  when  they  made  the  Priest, 
and  not  the  Prince,  the  chief  cook  in  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple.  After 
the  Captivity  there  was  never  again  a  Jewdsh  state.  For  political  unity 
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they  substituted  religious  unity,  and  became  an  ecclesiastical  community. 
This  character  the  Hebrew  has  never  lost.  Long  years  after,  and  during 
the  Roman  occupation,  there  was  a  semblance  of  native  authority  in  the 
Tetrarchs,  but  this  does  not  concern  the  Royal  Arch  tradition.  Even 
though  we  concede  that  Zerubbabel  may  have  been  entrusted  with  some 
degree  of  administrative  power  as  a  governor  (Tirshatha),  he  was  not  in 
any  sense  a  king.  The  Persian  rule  was  a  pure  despotism  and  the  satraps, 
at  best,  were  merely  ministerial  officers.  In  all  matters  of  religion,  or 
the  forms  and  practices  of  religious  worship,  the  authority  of  the  Priests 
and  Elders  was  paramount,  and  the  building  of  a  house  for  religious  ser¬ 
vices  would  be  a  circumstance  strictly  within  the  dominion  of  the  High 
Priest.” 

Further  along  I  come  upon  the  following  re  “saluting  the 
book 

“Just  when  the  practice  of  saluting  the  book  was  introduced  as  a 
Masonic  formula  I  do  not  know,  but  certainly  not  until  after  the  revival 
of  1717.  Such  being  the  case  it  cannot  he  a  landman?.  Fortunately  we  are 
not  left  in  doubt  with  respect  to  this  latter  statement,  as  we  have  a  large 
number  of  ancient  manuscripts  which  contain  the  rubric  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  candidate  shall  be  obligated.  In  not  one  of  the  manuscripts 
with  which  [  am  acquainted  is  there  the  slightest  reference  to  salutation, 
and  in  all  of  them  the  formula  prescribed  is  the  ancient  practice  of  touch¬ 
ing  with  the  hands.  If  the  candidate  kissed  the  book  the  rubric  does  not 
disclose  the  fact.  To  better  understand  the  foregoing  I  append  the  ‘moni¬ 
torial  directions’  as  found  in  most  of  the  documents.  These  directions  for 
‘the  manner  of  taking  an  oath  at  the  making  of  Free  Masons’  are  generally 
in  Latin  and  read  as  follows : 

“ Tunc  units  ex  Seniorebus  teneat  librum  ut  Mi  vel  Me  ponant  vel  ponat 
mantis  supra  librum  tunc  precept  a  deb  cant  legi. 

“Freely  translated  the  foregoing  would  read  somewhat  as  follows  : 

“  ‘Then  one  of  the  Elders  shall  hold  the  book  and  he  or  they  shall  place 
their  hands  upon  the  book  and  then  shall  the  charge  be  given.’ 

“It  will  be  perceived  that  there  was  no  kissing  in  these  initiations,  no 
sealing  of  obligations,  and  it  does  not  seem  that  the  book  was  open. 
We  know  that  in  the  law  courts  of  the  period  the  book  was  closed, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  procedure  of  the  pre-historic 
lodges  followed  that  of  the  law  courts  with  reference  to  the  administration 
of  oaths. 

“It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  ‘kissing  the  book’  is  not  one  of  the 
old  customs  of  the  Craft,  but  a  modern  ‘innovation.’  The  manuscript 
copies  of  the  old  charges  dated  late  in  the  seventeenth  century  do  not 
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mention  it  and  in  all  probability  it  is  one  of  the  ‘ancient’  customs  which 
Brother  James  Anderson  evolved  from  his  own  exuberant  fancy  when 
he  ‘digested’  the  Gothic  Constitutions  in  1722.” 

I  would  like  to  quote  all  that  was  written  on  the  “Social 
Hour/’  but  space  forbids;  suffice  it  these  few  lines,  with  which 
we  are  in  perfect  accord : 

“There  is  another  class  of  well-meaning  brethren,  who,  while  they 
advocate  the  cultivation  of  the  social  side  of  Masonry  and  fully  endorse 
the  old  ideas  involved  in  the  social  hour,  yet  bewail  the  fact  that  in  the 
rush  of  modern  life  we  have  departed  from  the  old  customs  and  dis¬ 
carded  the  simple  pleasures  that  marked  the  days  of  the  Fathers.  I 
have  to  confess  that  with  much  that  has  been  said  in  this  respect  I  find 
myself  in  full  accord,  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  should  be  pleased  to  see 

a  return  in  some  measure  of  the  old  days  of  the  simple  life.” 

% 

And  here  is  something  new  on  Burns  in  Freemasonry, 
which  is  quoted  in  its  entirety,  Burns’  mark  and  all : 

“I  am  lately  in  receipt  of  a  little  book  from  over  the  sea,  devoted 
to  a  recital  of  the  Masonic  career  of  the  Scotch  bard,  Robert  Burns. 
While  it  is  generally  known  that  Burns  was  a  Freemason  it  is  not,  per¬ 
haps,  as  generally  knowm  that  he  was  a  most  enthusiastic  one,  and 
that  his  interest  in  the  Craft  never  flagged  from  the  day  of  his  initia¬ 
tion  until  the  hour  of  his  death.  Nor  is  it  generally  known  that  Burns 
was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  Indeed,  until  I  met  the  little  book  above 
mentioned  this  fact  was  unknown  to  myself.  It  seems,  however,  that 
in  the  spring  of  1787,  Burns,  and  a  young  man  of  his  acquaintance,  started 
on  a  tour  to  the  South  of  Scotland,  visiting  a  number  of  the  most  in¬ 
teresting  spots  on  the  Border.  On  the  18th  of  May  they  came  to  a  lit¬ 
tle  village  on  the  coast  of  the  North  Sea,  called  Eyemouth.  Here  they 
abode  for  some  time.  There  was  a  Masonic  Lodge  located  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  dedicated  to  St.  Ebbe,  and  in  connection  therewith  was  a  Royal  Arch 
‘Encampment.’  In  this  Encampment,  or  Chapter,  Burns  and  his  friend 
were  duly  exalted  on  May  19,  1787,  as  appears  by  the  following  minute 
entered  on  the  books  of  the  Lodge : 

“  ‘At  a  Grand  Encampment  held  this  day,  the  following  brethren  were 
made  Royal  Arch  Masons,  namely,  Robert  Burns,  from  the  Lodge  St. 
James,  Tarbolton,  Ayrshire,  and  Robert  Ainslie,  from  the  Lodge  St. 
Luke,  Edinburgh,  by  James  Carmichael,  William  Grieve,  Daniel  Dow’, 
John  Clay,  Robert  Grieve,  etc.,  etc.  Robert  Ainslie  paid  one  guinea  ad¬ 
mission  dues,  but  on  account  of  Robert  Burns’  remarkable  poetical  genius. 
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the  Encampment  unanimously  agreed  to  admit  him  gratis,  and  considered 
themselves  honoured  by  having  a  man  of  such  shining  abilities  for  one  of 
their  Companions.’ 

“It  will  be  noticed  that  upon  this  occasion  there  were  but  two  candi¬ 
dates.  Evidently  the  degree,  as  practiced  upon  the  Scottish  Border  in 
1787,  was  not,  in  all  respects,  the  same  as  that  with  which  we  are  famil¬ 
iar.  However,  ‘das  macht  nichts  aus,’  as  our  German  friends  say.  It  is 
enough  that  Burns  was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  I  don’t  care  what  the 
method  of  his  exaltation  may  have  been. 

“The  foregoing  note  possesses  another  feature  of  interest  in  that  it 
distinguishes  between  the  terms  ‘Brethren’  and  ‘Companions.’  Thus 
it  would  seem  that  the  nomenclature  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  was 
fixed  in  its  present  status  at  that  early  day  and  in  districts  far  remote 
from  London.  The  word  ‘Encampment’  is  peculiar,  as  that  .term  was 
not  generally  employed  except  in  connection  with  the  Chivalric  degrees. 
Royal  Arch  ‘Lodge’  was  a  common  expression  during  the  eighteenth 
century  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  but  the  word  Chapter  was  em¬ 
ployed  almost  from  the  start  to  indicate  the  character  of  the  convoca¬ 
tion  at  which  the  degree  of  R.  A.  M.  was  conferred. 

“I  do  not  know  that  Burns  was  a  Mark  Master,  in  the  sense  in  which 
we  now  use  the  term,  but  it  does  appear  that  he  adopted  and  registered 
a  mark.  In  the  Scottish  Masonic  system,  however,  marks  were  selected 
and  used  in  the  Symbolic  Lodge,  a  survival,  it  would  seem,  of  the  opera¬ 
tive  period.  Burns’  mark  is  preserved  in  his  mother  Lodge  at  Tarbolton 
and  is  shown  as  follows : 


( 
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And  now  in  conclusion  Comp.  Warvelle  says: 

“Illinois  continues  to  forge  ahead.  Its  principal  opponent  is  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  with  which  we  are  running  a  neck  and  neck  race  ‘for  second 
place.  At  present  neither  seems  to  have  much  advantage.  Now  then; 
all  together!  Take  one  long,  strong  pull.  Don’t  let  the  Pennsylvania 
*  Dutch  beat  us.” 

Is  this  that  nobler  contention  as  to  “who-  can  best  work  and 
best  agree?” 

Comp.  Marcus  M.  Lord,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY; 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Indian  Territory  convened  for  its  Seventeenth  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation  in  the  Masonic  Hall  at  Ada,  Indian  Territory,  at 
10  o’clock  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  April  17,  1906. 

Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Comp.  E.  Hamilton  read  his 
Annual  Address.  He  says  that : 

“Capitular  Masonry  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition  within  our  bounds; 
though  some  of  our  Chapters  are  either  dead  or  sleeping;  but  for  the  most 
part  a  healthy,  vigorous  condition  of  Masonic  life  prevails.” 

On  the  ever-vexed  question  of  printed  cypher  rituals,  he 
says : 

“The  ritual  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  is  extremely  difficult  to  read. 
When  asking  our  Grand  Secretary  to  procure  the  copies  applied  for  by 
these  Chapters,  I  asked  myself  if  they  would  be  read  by  the  officers  of  the 
Chapters  named?  I  am  afraid  that  in  this  jurisdiction  an  unauthorized 
key  is  being  used.  I  have  seen  it  used  openly  in  Chapters  during  the 
conferring  of  degrees,  and  the  time  has  come  for  this  Grand  Chapter 
to  take  action  in  the  premises.  We  should  have  our  own  ritual,  and  it 
should  be  published  in  such  a  way  that  a  man  does  not  have  to  stand  on 
his  head  to  read  it.  The  Companion  can  hardly  be  blamed  for  passing 
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by  the  ritual  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  and  using  unauthorized  work, 
for  a  perusal,  or  an  attempted  perusal,  of  the  former  should  be  preceded 
by  a  season  of  mental  gymnastics  and  fervent  prayer.’’ 

Among  the  numerous  decisions,  we  note  but  one  differing 
so  materially  from  the  practice  in  Pennsylvania  as  to  make  it 
worthy  of  extract  and  comment.  It  is  as  follows : 

“Is  it  lawful  to  give  a  minister  of  the  gospel  the  Chapter  degrees  with¬ 
out  collecting  usual  fees?  Answer:  Section  8,  of  Article  IV,  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  says:  ‘No  Chapter  shall  charge  a  less 
sum  than  thirty  dollars  ($30)  for  conferring  the  degrees,  and  in  no  case 
shall  the  degree  be  conferred  until  the  entire  amount  of  the  fee  shall  have 
been  paid  to  the  Secretary.’  Nowhere,  however,  is  there  any  inhibition 
against  refunding  the  fees  for  the  degrees.  Therefore,  if  your  Chapter 
wishes  to  confer  the  degrees  on  a  minister,  and  I  can  readily  see  where 
you  might  feel  desirous  of  honoring  some  minister  and  your  Chapter  at 
the  same  time,  you  can  either  collect  among  yourselves  the  necessary  amount 
and  pay  it,  or,  with  the  consent  of  the  Companions,  refund  the  fees  after 
the  degrees  are  taken.” 

If  this  isn’t  “chasing  his  Satanic  Majesty  around  the 
stump”  we  would  like  to  know  what  is.  The  law  says  the 
“fee  shall  have  been  paid  to  the  Secretary.”  What  for?  to 
be  immediately  handed  back?  “Not  on  your  life!”  The  fee 
is  to  be  paid  into'  the  funds  of  the  Chapter,  to  remain  there  for 
legitimate  Masonic  purposes.  If  the  fee  may  be  handed  back 
in  the  case  of  a  ministerial  applicant  for  the  Capitular  degrees ; 
why  not  to  an  army  officer,  a  druggist,  a  car-driver  or  an  or¬ 
dinary  layman?  Such  an  act  would  dishonor  a  Chapter  and 
no  honor  could  be  conferred  that  would  emanate  from  a  dis¬ 
honorable  source.  If  the  degrees  are  worth  anything  they 
ai  e  worth  the  fee  and  no  one  unable  to  pay  the  fee  should  seek 
admission  ;  not  that  mere  poverty  makes  one  unworthy,  but 
because  the  acceptance  of  such  a  gratuity  would  imply  the 
presence  of  such  a  spirit  in  the  applicant  as  would  make  him 
unfit  to  offer  himself  as  one  tendering  his  services  without 
expectation  of  fee  or  reward. 
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The  report  on  jurisprudence  wisely  withholds  its  approval 
of  the  position  taken  by  the  M.  E.  High  Priest  unless  the  reply 
be  modified  to  a  “negative  and  the  rest  (of  the  answer)  elimi¬ 
nated.” 

A  little  later  on  in  the  report  we  learn  that 


“Some  time  ago,  in  a  spurt  of  generosity,  and  with  few  members  pres¬ 
ent,  and  without  notice,  a  bare  quorum  of  the  Companions  of  Tahlequah 
Chapter,  transferred  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  Chapter  to  a 
building  in  Tahlequah,  in  which  it  had  a  half-interest,  to  the  Blue  Lodge 
of  that  place,  and  at  the  same  time  turned  over  to  the  same  Blue  Lodge 
all  its  funds. 

“On  being  informed  of  the  action,  on  complaint  of  several  of  the  Com¬ 
panions,  I  decided  the  action  of  Tahlequah  Chapter  to  be  void,  and  direct¬ 
ed  that  a  Convocation  be  called,  the  transfer  set  aside  and  some  arrange¬ 
ment  made  by  which,  though  the  Blue  Lodge  should  control  the  Lodge 
room,  yet  the  property  be  managed  without  losing  sight  of  the  Chapter's 
interests  in  the  matter.  The  Chapter  complied,  but  the  Blue  Lodge  refused 
to  take  any  action,  saying  that  I  had  no  authority  in  the  matter.” 

This  is  a  complete  reversal  of  his  former  decision.  A 
Chapter  may  give  away  a  fee,  but  can  not  give  away  its 
equities  or  funds. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  presented  by  that 
veteran  reviewer,  M.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Samuel  Murrow,  who 
is  also  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  is  is  in  admirable  form  and  readable,  though  not 
quotable  throughout.  But  under  Illinois  we  find  the  follow¬ 
ing  which  is  so  concise  our  scissors  fairly  ache  to  clip  it : 


“The  ‘Digressions’  of  Companion  Warvelle  make  interesting  reading ; 
but  we  have  no  space  for  quotations.  Indian  Territory  Masons  are  so 
very  busy  that  they  have  little  time  to  quibble  over  terms  such  as  team, 
trial,  trio,  span,  etc.  Provided  we  get  good  men  and  do  the  w^ork  the 
rose  will  be  ‘sweet’  with  every  name.  If  the  Charter  does  not  happen 
to  be  in  the  Chapter  room  every  member  knows  it  is  somewhere  else  for 
it  was  granted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  and  duly  delivered.” 
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There  you  are  in  a  nut  shell. 

Pennsylvania  is  reviewed  in  about  three  pages.  Of  our 

proceedings  he  says : 

# 

“To  begin  with  a  criticism:  The  Pennsylvania  Proceedings  seem  to 
be  deficient  in  the  matter  of  tabular  information.  Statistics  may  be  dry, 
but  they  are  decidedly  a  necessity — as  necessary  as  bread  to  a  feast.” 

We  have  looked  over  this  report  and  find  on  page  13  the 
statistics  of  the  finances  for  the  quarter  ending  May  31.  1904; 
on  page  21  for  the  quarter  ending  August  31 ;  on  pages  22,  23, 
24,  25  and  26,  the  statistics  of  work  and  membership  for  the 
year  ending  December  27,  1904.  On  pages  32,  33  and  34  still 
more  financial  statistics. 

On  pages  54,  55,  56  and  57  the  statistics  re  Marks,  and  on 
pages  255  to  267  various  statistical  tables.  We  wish  we  knew 
just  what  statistics  Comp.  Murrow  wanted  but  could  not  find. 

Comp.  Murrow  thus  concludes  his #  very  able  and  valuable 
report : 

“The  proceedings  of  thirteen — the  unlucky  number — Grand  Chapters 
have  been  omitted  from  this  review  because  they  did  not  reach  my 
office  in  time,  in  fact  they  have  not  yet  reached  me  at  the  date  of  issuing 
this  volume.  It  is  possible  that  some  Companion  has  slipped  away  with 
some  of  these  proceedings.  My  Indian  Territory  Brethren  do  not  consider 
that  it  is  any  violation  of  the  eighth  commandment  to  ‘borrow’  Masonic 
proceedings  and  Masonic  books.  Well,  it  proves  their  interest  in  Masonry. 

“My  study  of  the  thirty-five  proceedings  that  compose  the  foregoing 
review  demonstrates  that  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  United  States  is  pros¬ 
pering.  Notwithstanding  the  growth  of  other  secret  societies  the  Old 
Mother  holds  her  own. 

“The  Scottish  Rite  is  the  rage  in  the  Indian  Territory  now  but  the 
York  Rite  will  return  to  its  long  established  position. 

“The  Triennial  Convocation  meets  at  the  ‘Hub’  this  year,  among  the 
Yankees.  The  last  Triennial  was  in  Dixie.  I  was  there.  I  cannot  go 
this  year,  but  I  wish  that  I  could.  I  like  the  Yankees — they  licked  us 
some  years  ago  when  I  was  a  younger  man — but  I  like  them,  especially 
one  woman.  She  is  the  best  woman  in  the  world.  I  wouldn’t  swap  her 
for  all  the  other  Yankee  women  made  into  one  big  woman. 
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“Good-bye,  brethren  of  the  Guild.  If  we  live  we  will  meet  again  next 

year.  May  our  Heavenly  Father  richly  bless  you  every  one.” 

# 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  H.  Essex,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Joseph  S.  ME r row,  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


INDIANA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  assembled  in  its  Sixty-first  Annual  Convocation  in 
Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  at  2  o'clock 
p.  m.  on  Wednesday,  the  17th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1906, 
A.  I.  2436,  it  being  the  first  Wednesday  succeeding  the  third 
Monday  in  October,  1906. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  Balch,  pre¬ 
sented  the  annual  address.  He  devotes  the  opening  part  of 
his  report  to  mention  of  the  distinguished  dead  of  other  juris¬ 
dictions,  in  which  we  find  reference  to  our  own  loss  in  the  per¬ 
son  of  M.  E.  Comp  William  Charles  Hamilton,  Senior  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Three  new  Chapters  were  constituted  and  their  officers  in¬ 
stalled.  A  dispensation  was  granted  for  a  new  Chapter 
(Mitchell,  No.  23,  at  French  Lick),  U.  D. 

We  learn  from  this  Report  that 

“Past  Grand  High  Priest  Simeon.  S.  Johnson  offers  a  timely  sugges¬ 
tion  ‘that  some  competent  Companion  be  selected  by  the  Grand  High  Priest 
to  make  an  explanation  (a  blackboard  lecture)  of  the  Cryptogram  and 
also  the  proper  manner  of  communicating  the  G.  O.  R.  A.  W.  for  the 
benefit  and  edification  of  the  craft  in  general.” 

We  further  learn  that 

“There  has-been  a  net  increase  of  1,098  in  membership  in  Subordinate 
Chapters,  making  the  total  membership  January  1,  1906,  11,138.” 
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‘‘Peace  and  harmony  reign  supreme  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.” 

So  we  gladly  echo,  “Long  may  it  continue.” 

He  offers  this  graceful  tribute  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  : 

“And  now,  Companions,  as  my  official  life  is  nearing  its  close,  I  desire 
to  express  to  you  my  sincere  gratitude  for  the  high  honor  you  have  con¬ 
ferred  upon  me.  The  duties  have  not  been  arduous,  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  light  and  pleasant,  made  doubly  so  by  the  kindly  counsel  and  advice 
of  our  efficient  Grand  Secretary.  To  him  I  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  that 
can  never  be  paid.  Long  may  he  live  to  adorn  the  Southeast  corner.” 

From  the  Grand  Secretary’s  report  we  clip  the  following: 

“It  has  become  so  natural  to  report  to  the  Grand  Chapter  the  splendid 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry-  in  Indiana  that  a  change  in  the  program 
would  cause  confusion,  but  there  is  no>  change  in  the  report  along  this  line. 
Every  year  seems  to  be  a  little  better  than  the  previous  one.  From  the 
view  point  of  your  Grand  Secretary,  it  is  a  very  great  satisfaction  to  know 
that  the  Royal  Craft  in  Indiana  still  manifests  the  enthusiasm  and  interest 
so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  constituent  Chapters  and  to  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

“Our  statistical  table  will  disclose  the  fact  that  the  work  of  the  year, 
of  which  the  report  is  a  resume,  was  greater  than  any  in  the  history  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana,  being  a  net  increase  of  one  thousand  and  ninety- 
eight  (1,098)  Royal  Arch  Masons  added  to  our  already  splendid  roll  of 
membership. 

“Work  of  the  year:  Mark  Masters,  1,414;  Past  Masters,  1,387;  M.  E. 
Masters,  1,391;  R.  A.  Masons,  1,393;  reinstated,  28;  affiliated,  166;  died, 
168;  admitted,  181  ;  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  124;  suspended 
for  other  causes,  13;  expelled,  3.  Total  membership,  11,138.  Net  increase 
in  membership,  1,098.” 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  comes 
from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Simeon  S.  Johnson,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana.  It  is  a  terse,  well- 
written  paper,  but  one  from  which  no  salient  extracts  can  be 
made. 
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Pennsylvania  is  reviewed.  Of  one  of  Grand  High  Priest 
Williams’  decisions  he  says,  after  first  quoting,  as  follows ; 

“  ‘The  funds  of  a  Chapter  can  not  be  used  to  defray  the  expenses  for 
refreshments  for  a  mixed  company.’  The  italics  are  ours.  What  the  rul¬ 
ing  might  be  if  it  was  an  unmixed  company  is  not  said.  Probably  a  purely 
Masonic  gathering  would  be  permitted  to  use  the  funds.” 

This  is  either  a  satirical  comment  on  the  word  “mixed/’  or 
a  query.  If  the  latter,  it  was  a  correct  interpretation  to  as¬ 
sume  that  “a  purely  Masonic  gathering  would  be  permitted  to 
use  the  funds.”  Later  on  the  reviewer,  referring  to  the  por¬ 
trait  of  Grand  High  Priest  Williams,  says  he  looks  like  a 
man  “it  would  be  safe  to  tie  to.”  And  again  we  assure  Comp. 
Johnson  that  his  judgment  is  correct.  But  on  the  subject  of 
“Recording  Marks”  he  is  altogether  wrong.  Comp.  Williams 
does  not  “hope  for  the  coming  conflict.” 

Of  him  it  may  be  truly  said  that  he  acts  on  the  advice  of 
old  Polonius,  to 

“Beware 

Of  entrance  to  a  quarrel ;  but  being  in, 

Bear’t,  that  the  opposed  may  beware  of  thee.” 

So  “being  in,”  we  may  rest  assured  that  he  will  meet  the 
issue  in  such  a  way  that  the  delinquents  may  well  “beware;” 
not  as  one  “eager  for  the  fray,”  but  as  one  who  reverences  an 
obligation. 

Philemon  H.  Clugston,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Calvin  W.  Prather,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


IOWA. 

This  is  the  way  they  do  things  in  Iowa : 

“On  Thursday  morning,  October  4,  1906,  at  9  o’clock,  Signet  Chapter, 
No.  38,  met  in  Special  Convocation  and  opened  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
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Masons,  Companion  I.  T.  Forbes,  Most  Excellent  High  Priest,  presiding, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  Grand  Officers  and  representatives  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa. 

“A  committee  was  appointed  and  sent  out  to  escort  the  Grand  Officers 
to  the  Chapter  room,  and  they  were  introduced  by  Past  High  Priest  John 
W.  Wells. 

“The  Pligh  Priest,  I.  T.  Forbes,  then  invited  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
Ashley  Van  Storm,  and  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  W.  H.  Hart,  to 
seats  in  the  East,  after  which  the  committee  escorted  the  representatives  to 
the  Chapter  room. 

“Companion  I.  T.  Forbes,  High  Priest  of  Signet  Chapter,  No.  38,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  then  introduced  Companion  O.  L.  Ingledue,  the  mayor  of  the 
city,  who  addressed  the  Companions  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Marshall¬ 
town.” 

Comp.  Ingledue,  who  is  evidently  a  speech-maker,  says : 

“Since  I  was  elected  mayor  of  Marshalltown  it  has  been  my  pleasure 
to  address  almost  every  gathering  that  has  met  within  our  city,  but 
never  have  I  addressed  a  gathering  of  men  that  afforded  me  greater 
pleasure  nor  one  with  which  I  feel  more  highly  honored  than  I  do  in 
addressing  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 

“In  the  name  of  the  city  of  Marshalltown  and  in  the  name  of  every 
man,  woman  and  child  within  it,  I  welcome  you  to-day  with  all  the  cor¬ 
diality  contained  in  that  one  word — welcome.”  < 

So  highly  does  he  value  Freemasonry  that  he  says : 

“Gentlemen,  permit  me  to  say  that  Masonry  is  my  religion,  and  that 
if  the  great  God  above  will  permit  me  to  live  as  Masonry  teaches,  that 
I  want  no  better  religion  by  which  to  live  nor  a  better  religion  by  which 
to  die,  and  I  cannot  help  but  feel  that  any  man  who  lives  a  life  such  as 
Masonry  teaches  need  have  no  fear  for  his  future  beyond  the  grave.  We 
do  not  all  live  this  life,  but  that  is  not  the  fault  of  the  teachings  of  this 
grand  Order.” 

Accepting  one  of  the  definitions  of  the  word  religion,  which 
is  “the  recognition  of  God  as  an  object  of  worship,  love  and 
obedience;  right  feelings  toward  God  as  rightly  apprehended; 
piety/’  no  great  fault  should  be  found  with  this  statement; 
but  as  a  “system  of  faith  and  worship,”  Freemasonry  is  not  a 
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religion,  and  was  never  intended  as  such.  So  broad  a  state¬ 
ment  as  the  above  from  the  lips  of  Comp.  Ingledue  seems,  to 
say  the  least,  injudicious.  While  the  teachings  of  Freema¬ 
sonry  would  tend  to  make  a  good  man  better,  they  can  not, 
and  do  not  take  the  place  of  religion  properly  so  called  except 
in  its  narrowest  restricted  meaning.  A  religion  without  Him 
who  preached  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  is  no  better  and  may 
be  no  worse  than  Shintoism  or  Buddhism.  But  this  aside. 

“The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa  convened  in  its 
Fifty-third  Annual  Convocation  in  the  hall  of  Signet  Chapter,  No.  38, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  this  4th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1906,  at  9  o’clock  a.  m. 

The  M.  E.  High  Priest,  Comp.  Ashley  Van  Storm,  whose 
clean-cut  portrait  adorns  the  volume  of  proceedings,  delivered 
the  annual  address. 

He  opens  with  a  quotation  from  that  beautiful  poem  of  Kip¬ 
ling's,  the  “Recessional'’ : 

“  ‘God  of  our  fathers,  known  of  old — 

Lord  of  our  far-flung  battle  line — 

Beneath  whose  awful  hand  we  hold 
Dominion  over  palm  and  pine — 

Lord  God  of  hosts,  be  with  us  yet, 

Lest  we  forget — lest  we  forget.’ 

“The  sublimest  philosophy  of  life  is  altruistic.  The  supreme  expon¬ 
ent  of  that  philosophy  was  the  Man  of  Galilee,  who  came  into  the  world 
not  to  be  ministered  unto  but  to  minister ;  not  to  be  served  by  men,  but 
to  serve  men. 

“The  highest  type  of  service  is  that  which  seeks  the  spiritual  and 
moral  advancement  of  one’s  fellow-men. 

“  ‘A  heart  that  can  feel  for  a  neighbor’s  woe, 

And  share  in  his  joy  with  a  friendly  glow% 

With  sympathies  large  enough  to  enfold 
All  men  as  brothers,  is  better  than  gold.’ 

“Man’s  progress  in  civilization  is  measured  by  his  ability  and  desires 
to  organize  for  united  effort  in  the  realms  of  the  higher  moral  activities. 


142 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1906. 


Among  the  multitude  of  organizations  which  in  his  growing  wisdom  he 
has  established,  none  stand  on  a  higher  plane  than  does  Masonry.  Estab¬ 
lished  in  response  to  the  divine  altruistic  promptings  of  the  human  heart 
to  seek  a  brother’s  welfare  equally  with  one’s  own,  Masonry  stands  to-day 
as  the  loftiest  type  of  non-sectarian  organized  effort  having  for  its  pur¬ 
pose  to  serve  the  highest  needs  of  men.  It  stands — 

“  ‘As  some  tall  cliff  that  lifts  its  awful  form, 

Swells  from  the  vale  and  midway  leaves  the  storm  ; 

Though  round  its  breast  the  rolling  clouds  are  spread, 

Eternal  sunshine  settles  on  its  head.” 

On  the  subject  of  Grand  Representatives  he  has  this  to 
say : 

“More  should  be  done  by  these  officers  to-  keep  alive  and  active  a 
knowledge  of  the  doings  of  our  sister  jurisdictions  and  a  fraternal  sym¬ 
pathy  therefor.  I  wish  to  urge  those  resident  in  Iowa  to  correspond  with 
the  Grand  Secretaries  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  which  they  represent;  to 
procure  copies  of  the  proceedings,  fundamental  law,  and  other  data  of  the 
Grand  Jurisdiction  which  they  represent;  to  familiarize  themselves  with 
these,  compare  them  with  our  own,  and  at  all  times  to  be  recent,  recondite, 
and  reliable  authority  upon  Capitular  conditions  in  that  particular  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  In  addition  to  this  they  ought  to  write  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Jurisdiction  which  they  represent  after  each  of  our  Annual 
Convocations,  and  give  them  fraternal  greeting  and  a  resume  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  events  of  the  meeting.  Such  a  course  would  redound  to  the  benefit 
of  the  individual,  the  betterment  of  interjurisdictional  relations,  and  the 
efficiency  of  this  Grand  Body.” 

If  this  were  the  general  idea  held  as  to  the  duties  and  re¬ 
quirements  of  Grand  Representatives  their  scope  would  be 
broadened  indeed.  But  are  not  the  duties  of  a  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentative  more  those  of  a  Consul  “commissioned  to  reside  in 
a  foreign  jurisdiction  as  an  agent  or  representative?”  Such, 
we  take  it,  is  the  generally  received  sphere  of  this  somewhat 
more  ornamental  than  useful  personage  in  Freemasonry.  But, 
as  Comp.  Van  Storm  says,  a  capable  Representative  should  be 
“recent,  recondite  and  reliable”  and  an  “authority  upon  Capit¬ 
ular  conditions  in  the  particular  jurisdiction  he  represents.” 
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Otherwise  he  would  not  be  competent  to  conserve  the  interests 
that  might  possibly  require  his  care. 

While  conservative,  he  is  justly  and  wisely  so,  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  establishment  of  new  Chapters.  We  clip  and  quote 
with  great  pleasure  his  remarks  on  this  subject:  ! 

“Several  times  during  the  year  inquiries  looking  toward  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  new  Chapters  have  been  received,  but  after  examining  the  condi¬ 
tions  in  each  case,  I  have  felt  that  the  permanent  good  of  Capitular  Masonry 
would  not  be  conserved  by  the  establishment  of  a  new  Chapter,  and  uni¬ 
formly  discouraged  the  taking  of  steps  there-toward.  Each  Grand  High 
Priest,  as  he  becomes  familiar  with  the  prevalent  trials  of  the  weak  Chap¬ 
ters,  sees  danger  in  the  formation  of  new'  ones  where  the  outlook  for 
maintenance  is  poor,  and  each  annual  address  contains  cautions  thereon. 
Much  as  we  would  like  to  accommodate  present  members  by  making  Chap¬ 
ters  more  accessible  to  them,  the  distressing  condition  in  which  some  of 
the  weaker  Chapters  are  found  demands  that  we  move  slowly  in  establish¬ 
ing  new  Chapters  until  we  have  made  better  provision  for  taking  proper 
care  of  those  we  now  have.  On  the  whole,  I  believe  we  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  there  having  been  issued  no  dispensations  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  new’  Chapters  during  the  year  past.” 

We  had  marked  for  the  scissors  his  remarks  on  the  "Knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  Law,”  but  space,  or  rather  the  want  of  it,  forbids. 
So  we  pass  on  and  quote  his  words  on  the  condition  of  the 
*  Craft : 

“If  your  servant  were  to  record  here  only  such  facts  as  came  to  him 
through  personal  visits  to  Chapters,  few  and  short  would  be  the  sentences. 
The  fond  hopes  of  the  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  such  visits  that  loomed 
large,  numerous  and  inviting  before  him  when  he  took  up  the  gavel  in  the 
Grand  East  vanished  into  thin  air  as  the  multitude  of  other  duties  of  a 
busy  life  crowded  in  thick  and  fast  from  every  side.  Had  his  visits  been 
as  numerous  as  his  wishes  to  visit,  he  would  have  seen  your  Chapters  all, 
and  more  than  once.  But  at  the  close  of  his  term  he  must  record,  as  have 
his  predecessors,  a  very  small  portion  of  the  Chapters  visited.  I  trust 
you  will  believe  him  when  he  assures  you  that  no  one  else  can  be  so 
disappointed  at  this  as  he. 

“But  there  are  other  sources  from  which  to  learn  the  general  condition 
of  the  Craft,  and  from  these  sources  I  am  delighted  to  report  to  you  that 
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never  since  I  have  had  any  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  Craft  have  the 
words  “universal  peace  and  harmony’  had  so  literal  a  significance.  Through¬ 
out  the  entire  twelve  months  that  have  elapsed  since  last  we  met  not  a  note 
•of  discord  has  reached  my  ear.  No  disagreement;  no  such  quarrels  as 
sometimes  blot  the  record^  of  the  Craft;  no  cases  requiring  adjudication 
at  the  hands  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  much  less  any  that  demand  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances.” 

And  he  thus  concludes  his  admirable  address : 

“Let  us  then  learn  the  sublimest  lesson  which  Masonry  has  to  teach. 
Greater  than  friendship,  than  morality,  than  brotherly  love,  than  faith,  than 
hope,  than  charity,  than  all  the  other  enumerated  virtues — greater  than 
all  of  these  together,  because  it  includes  them  all !  It  is  this  simple  truth : 
Live  the  life  thou  wouldst  have  thy  brother  live;  be  the  man  thou  wouldst 
have  thy  brother  become.  When  we  fully  realize  this  to  be  our  Masonic 
mission  in  the  service  of  the  race,  then  will  our  daily  desire  be  found  in 
the  words  of  Holmes  : 

“  ‘Build  thee  more  stately  mansions,  Oh,  my  soul, 

As  the  swift  seasons  roll ! 

Leave  thy  low-vaulted  past ! 

Let  each  new  temple,  nobler  than  the  last, 

Shut  thee  from  heaven  with  a  dome  more  vast, 

Till  thou  at  length  art  free, 

Leaving  thine  outgrown  shell  by  life’s  unresting  sea !’  ” 

From  the  Secretary’s  report  we  learn  that, 

“Once  again  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  all  Chapters  in  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  have  paid  their  dues,  not  one  being  delinquent,  and  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  these  reports  are  well  made,  clean  and  correct,  which  shows 
that  the  Secretaries  of  Subordinate  Chapters  are  taking  more  interest  in 
the  preparation  of  their  reports  than  in  former  years.  We  have  yet  to 
report  a  very  large  amount  of  unpaid  dues,  as  shown  by  the  returns  of  the 
several  Chapters  for  the  year  1905. 

“The  net  increase  in  membership  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  one,  making  a  total  membership  in  the  jurisdiction  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  December  31,  1905,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
mine  (9,859)-” 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  comes  from  the 
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pen  of  P.  G.  H.  P.  Comp.  William  F.  Cleveland.  He  thus 
commences  his  report : 

“As  we  again  take  up  the  duty  assigned  us  of  making  another  mental 
tour  of  the  Capitular  field  for  the  benefit  of  the  Companions  of  Iowa,  we 
cannot  refrain  from  expressions  of  pleasure  at  the  healthy  growth  and  pros¬ 
perous  conditions  this  particular  branch  of  Masonry  is  continuing  to  enjoy, 
and  pride  when  we  realize  the  magnificent  proportions  and  splendid  per¬ 
sonnel  it  has  attained.  Universal  peace  and  tranquility  prevail,  and  its 
benign  influence  is  growing  more  potential  with  each  recurring  year.  Under 
such  conditions  it  is  indeed  a  pleasant  task  to  review  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  note  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  advanced  thought  when  applied  to  the  fixed  principles  upon  which 
Capitular  Masonry  is  founded.  As  the  Thirty-third  Triennial  Convocation 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  will  convene  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  Mass.,  in  June,  1906,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  include  at  least 
a  brief  review  of  this  notable  gathering  in  this  report.  Upon  that  occasion 
there  will  be  present  some  of  the  brightest  intellects  of  the  Masonic  world, 
and,  meeting  as  they  will,  in  that  great  center  of  learning  it  will  be  one 
of  the  most  important  and  interesting  Masonic  events  in  the  history  of  the 
year.” 

Under  Canada  and  re  Companion  George  J.  Bennett’s  views 
antagonistic  to  “dependent  membership”  he  has  this  to  say: 

“He  is  bitterly  opposed  to  the  question  of  ‘dependent  membership,’  and 
refers  to  it  frequently  throughout  his  review,  and  again  returns  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  in  his  conclusion,  devoting  considerable  space  to  an  expression  of  his 
views.  We  hardly  think  that  this  regulation  wffiich  has  been  adopted  and 
is  now  in  force  in  thirty-two  of  our  Grand  Chapters  can  with  propriety  be 
termed  a  ‘fad.’  He  expressed  great  satisfaction  because  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Alabama  failed  to  adopt  ‘dependent  membership,’  because  of  a  rule 
requiring  a  two-thirds  vote  to  adopt,  although  the  vote  of  77  affirmative 
and  only  48  negative  votes  showed  that  a  large  majority  of  that  governing 
body  were  in  favor  of  its  adoption.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa  adopted 
‘dependent  membership’  as  a  regulation  at  its  last  convocation,  and  there 
are  but  fourteen.  Grand  Chapters  out  of  forty-six  in  the  United  States  in 
which  it  is  not  in  force,  and  we  have  yet  to  learn  of  a  Grand  Chapter 
where  its  enforcement  is  not  proving  entirely  satisfactory,  and  we  believe 
that  it  is  a  regulation  that  has  come  to  stay.  We  have  already  given  our 


146  THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH  [1906. 

views  upon  this  subject,  and  are  satisfied  to  leave  it  to  the  good  judgment 
of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  to  dispose  of  as  they  think  ’best.” 

No!  certainly  not  a  “fad,”  but  the  “law.”  Freemasonry  is 
in  diagram  somewhat  like  the  ancient  “abracadabra.” 

It  rises  like  a  majestic  but  inverted  pyramid  from  the  first 
degree  to  the  thirty-third  and  last  degree,  but  without  the  first 
three  degrees  it  is  nothing.  Thirty-three  Grand  Jurisdictions 
have  wisely  determined  that,  as  it  is  necessary  that  the  first 
three  degrees  shall  have  been  taken  to  enable  the  seeker  after 
Masonic  light  and  knowledge  to  attain  still  other  degrees,  so 
membership  in  the  initial  body  must  be  a  pre-requisite  to  the 
retention  of  membership  in  the  other  bodies. 

There  is  much  in  this  report  we  would  like  to  clip  and  com¬ 
ment  upon,  but  we  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  space.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed.  Of  our  report  on  corres¬ 
pondence  he  says : 

“Taken  as  a  whole,  this  is  one  of  the  best  Reports  on  Correspondence 
it  has  been  our  pleasure  to  read.  It  is  in  fact  the  composite  work  of  a 
committee  of  five  able  writers,  each  of  them  performing  their  share  of 
work  as  assigned  to  them  instead  of,  as  is  generally  the  case,  leaving 
the  chairman  to  perform  the  burdensome  part,  and  they  sign  the  report  and 
expect  a  share  of  the  credit  that  is  always  accorded  a  good  report.  We 
always  look  forward  with  pleasant  anticipation  to  each  annual  report. from 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction.” 

Apropos  of  nothing  in  particular  we  insert  here  the  follow¬ 
ing  on  Chronology  which  we  again  deem  of  sufficient  import¬ 
ance  to  bring  before  the  Craft : 

“The  following  information  regarding  dates  adopted  by  the  various 
bodies  of  Masonry  is  of  sufficient  value  to  warrant  its  publication  in  our 
proceedings.  Dates  are  carried  out  for  the  year  of  grace  1906. 

Knights  Templar  founded  in  1118.  Hence  Anno  Ordinis,  788. 

Second  Temple  began  to  be  built  by  Zerubbabel,  B.  C.  530.  Hence  the 
Royal  Arch,  Anno  Inventionis  (Year  of  Discovery),  2436. 

Royal  and  Select  Masters  refer  to  completion  of  Temple,  1,000  B.  C. 
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Hence  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  Anno  Depositionis  (Year  of  Deposit), 
2906. 

Ancient  Craft  Masons  use  Anno  Lncis  (  Year  of  Light) — Creation, 
5906. 

Comp.  Cleveland  concludes  his  report  as  follows : 

'‘We  have  endeavored  to  express  ourselves  upon  the  various  subjects  that 
have  attracted  our  attention  in  the  review  of  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
instead  of  reserving  ourselves  for  extended  remarks  at  the  close  of  our 
report.  Capitular  Masonry  continues  to  enjoy  an  unbroken  period  of  peace 
and  prosperity.  Its  growth  in  membership  is  steady  and  substantial,  and 
from  all  of  the  Grand  Chapters  comes  the  glad  tidings  of  peace  and  plenty. 
Nothing  has  transpired  during  the  past  year  to  mar  or  disturb  the  universal 
tranquility  that  pervades  the  Craft  throughout  the  land.  Under  such 
pleasant  surroundings  our  expressions  must  partake  of  optimistic  color- 
ings.  Never  has  the  future  for  Capitular  Masonry  looked  brighter  or  more 
promising.  May  these  happy  conditions  continue  will  be  the  earnest 
prayer  of  the  Royal  Craft  all  over  the  -world.” 

Comp.  William  H.  Hart,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Alf.  Wingate,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


KANSAS. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Kansas  convened  in  its  Forty-first  Annual  Convocation  at 
the  Masonic  Hall  in  the  City  of  Topeka,  Kansas,  on  Monday, 
February  19,  A.  D.  1906,  A.  I.  2436,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Comp  Thomas  L.  Bond,  presented 
the  annual  address.  In  it  he  congratulates  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  upon  the  prosperity  of  “our  Order,"  and  reports  640  breth¬ 
ren  exalted,  and  an  increase  of  454  in  membership. 

With  regard  to  his  visitations  be  says,  in  words  that  might 
almost  be  stereotyped  and  used  in  the  addresses  of  about  sev¬ 
enty-five  per  cent,  of  the  addresses  of  Grand  Officers, 

“I  regret  that  circumstances  beyond  my  control  have  prevented  me  from 


148 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1906. 


accepting  many  of  the  courteous  invitations  which  have  been  extended  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.” 

The  report  is  a  full  record  of  the  official  acts  of  the  Grand 
Hig'h  Priest  and  closes  with  the  usual  expression  of  thanks  for 
courtesies  extended,  from  which  we  clip  the  following* : 

“The  first  lesson  taught  in  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  is  humility. 
With  contrite  heart  I  again  take  my  place  ini  the  ranks  and,  while  the  lamp 
of  life  continues  to  glow,  will  ever  be  ready  and  willing  to  labor  zealously 
and  earnestly  in  the  cause  of  Capitular  Masonry.  Companions,  in  a  few 
short  hours  we  will  depart  to  our  respective  homes.  Let  each  of  us  as 
we  separate  breathe  the  earnest  prayer,  ‘God  be  with  you  till  we  meet 
again.’  ” 

The  Grand  Treasurer,  Comp.  Aaron  H.  Connett,  reports  a 
cash  balance  in  the  General  and  Charity  Funds  of  $5,913.44. 

The  Grand  Secretary  is 

“Again  able  to  report  that  annual  reports  and  dues  have  been  received 
from  all  Chapters  on  our  rolls,  and  this  was  accomplished  with  greater 
promptness  than  usual.” 

Of  the  work  of  the  year  he  says : 

“The  work  of  the  past  year  breaks  the  record  in  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Kansas.  The  enrollment  on  December  31,  1904,  was  6,243;  this  year 
the  net  increase  in  the  chartered  Chapters  is  423,  to  which  must  be  added 
the  enrollment  in  Cherryvale  Chapter  U.  D.,  viz. :  31.  This  makes  the 
net  increase  454,  or  about  seven  and  a  quarter  per  cent.,  and  being  an  in¬ 
crease  over  last  year’s  net  growth  of  over  ninety  per  cent.  There  has  been 
no  loss  in  the  number  of  our  Chapters  during  the  year,  and  we  have  one 
Chapter  under  dispensation  and  asking  for  a  charter.  If  this  petition  be 
granted,  it  will  give  us  eighty-three  chartered  Chapters.” 

R.  E.  Comp.  William  M.  Shaver  presents  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence. 

Comp.  Shaver  thinks  that  the  annual  address  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  is  no'  place  for  a  roll  of  the  distinguished  dead  of 
other  jurisdictions  and  intimates  that  reference  even  to  the 
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dead  of  one's  own  jurisdiction  had  best  be  left  to  a  Committee 
on  Necrology.  At  least  this  is  the  inference  we  gather  from 
the  following*  clipping*  under  Alabama : 

“In  our  judgment,  the  best  form  to  handle  the  references  to  the  dead 
is  through  a  Committee  on  Necrology — or  similar  committee.  In  some 
jurisdictions  they  not  only  use  such  a  committee,  but  in  addition  the  Grand 
High  Priest  persists  in  erecting  tombstones  in  his  own  address  to  these 
Companions  from  abroad.  We  never  feel  like  objecting  to  the  names  of 
the  home  Companions  in  the  address,  although  even  as  to  those  an  appro¬ 
priate  Thanatopsis  with  some  tender  reference  to  the  more  active  and  well- 
known  of  the  departed  from  their  own  jurisdiction,  leaving  complete  lists 
and  historical  data  to  the  committee,  is  in  much  better  taste.” 

Again,  under  Connecticut,  we  find  this  re  the  “actual  pres- 

% 

ence  of  the  Charter'’ : 

“In  noticing  our  Correspondence  Report,  he  quotes  what  we  say  to 
Comp.  Hodson,  of  Oregon,  relative  to  the  theory  of  the  necessity  for 
the  actual  presence  of  the  parchment  charter  in  the  Lodge  room  when 
the  Lodge  is  convened.  Comp.  Barlow  believes  in  such  necessity,  and 
after  courteously  quoting  our  argument  in  full,  he  comments : 

“‘This  is  all  true,  but  does  it  state  the  whole  facts?  One  of  the  first 
lessons  taught  is  that  ‘a  Lodge  is  a  certain  number  of  Masons,  duly  as¬ 
sembled,  with  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compasses,  and  a  eharter  or  war¬ 
rant  empowering  them  to  work.’  Thus  a  charter  is  more  than  a  simple 
document  or  deed — it  is  one  of  the  component  parts  of  a  Lodge ;  as  such 
we  cannot  see  how  its  presence  can  be  dispensed  with/ 

“We  admit  that  a  ‘charter  or  warrant  empowering  them  to  work’  is  a 
most  necessary  and  component  part  of  a  Lodge,  but  we  have  a  different 
idea  as  to  what  the  charter  or  warrant  really  is  from  that  held  by  our 
Comp.  Barlow.  Comp.  Barlow  says  it  is  the  piece  of  parchment  or  paper 
which  was  delivered  to  the  Lodge  wThen  it  wras  constituted ;  we  say,  it  is 
the  formal  grant  by  the  Sovereign  Body,  of  which  grant  the  piece  of  parch¬ 
ment  or  paper  is  but  the  evidence — and  not  the  best  evidence  either.  The 
‘Holy  Bible,  square  and  compasses’  are  the  furniture  of  a  Lodge,  with 
a  particular  place  which  they  occupy  when  the  Lodge  is  opened,  and  to 
which  furniture  the  eyes  of  the  seeker  after  Masonic  light  is  first  directed 
when  he  enters.  Where  is  his  attention  directed  to  the  parchment  charter 
as  a  ‘component  part’  of  the  Lodge?  In  our  opinion,  the  definition  of  a 
Lodge  quoted  by  our  Companion  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  very 
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compact  statement  of  the  facts  necessary  to  make  a  regular  Lodge,  viz. : 
‘A  Lodge  is  a  regular,  formal  gathering  of  the  legal  number  of  regular 
Masons,  duly  and  regularly  assembled  in  the  proper  place  by  the  proper 
authorized  officer  of  said  Lodge,  possessing  the  legal  authority  of  a  charter 
or  warrant  granted  by  the  Sovereign  Masonic  Body  having  jurisdiction 
over  the  territory  wherein  the  said  Masons  are  assembled,  and  having  in 
their  midst  the  proper  furniture  of  a  Lodge,  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and 
compasses.’  ” 

Under  District  of  Columbia  we  find  the  following : 

“Some  reviewers  have  been  taking  him  to  task  because  he  remarked 
that  ‘Catholic’  to-day  means  ‘Roman  Catholic’ — and  so  it  does  to  the  aver¬ 
age  man,  as  it  is  commonly  used.  Comp.  Bennett,  of  Quebec,  tells  him 
that  ‘he  is  himself  a  Catholic,  and  in  common  with  millions  of  his  co¬ 
religionists,  repeats  solemnly,  Sunday  after  Sunday,  the  words,  “I  believe 
m  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,”  and  that  he  is  not  a  Roman  Catholic  either.’ 
We  might  split  hairs  and  ask  our  Canadian  friend  if  he  is  not  a  ‘ Holy 
Catholic’  according  to  his  confession  of  faith,  but — waiving  the  split — the 
chances  are  that  he  is  an  ‘Episcopalian,’  or  he  may  be  a  ‘Methodist,’  a 
‘Presbyterian,’  or  a  ‘Baptist,’ — the  Protestant  Episcopal  ‘copyright’  has 
run  out  of  the  Apostles’  Creed  and  we  all  use  it  now.  But  when  a  man 
admits  nowadays  that  he  is  a  Catholic  there  is  not  one  in  a  thousand  who 
thinks  of  him  otherwise  than  ‘under  the  Pope.’ 

“  We  hope  Comp.  Johnston  will  pardon  us  for  ‘chipping  in’ — we  wanted 
to  convince  him  that  we  had  read  his  report.” 

Now  we'll  take  a  hack  at  this  question.  “Catholic”  to-day 
means  “Roman  Catholic”  truly  enough,  but  Catholic  in  its 
broader,  general  sense  means  simply  “general,  universal."  So> 
like  the  two  sides  of  the  shield,  both  are  correct;  then  lay 
down  your  spears  and  shake  hands. 

All  the  way  through  this  report  we  find  little  gems  that  our 
fingers  itch  fir  clutch,  but  we  must  refrain,  for  though  our  mo¬ 
tive  in  presenting  these  jewels  to  you  could  not  be  like  that  of 
the  girl  who  got  religion  and  found  “that  her  jewels  were 
dragging  her  down  to  h — 1,  and  so  she  gave  them  to  her  sis¬ 
ter,”  we  might  be  accused  of  padding  our  own  report  with 
some  other  fellow’s  brains. 
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Pennsylvania  is  reviewed  in  the  same  inimitable  wav,  with 
condensation,  observation  and  illumination.  After  his  boiling 
down  process  the  essence  remains,  flavored  by  crisp  comment 
and  judicious  praise. 

Pennsylvania  is  so  far  down  the  alphabet  that  when  we 
reach  it  in  the  reviews  we  are  apt  to  conclude  that  this  is  the 
end.  But  ne  plus  ultra  will  not  do  to  apply  to  Comp.  Shaver's 
reports.  There  was  more  beyond  and  we  enjoyed  it  all  and 
would  have  quoted  much  of  it  had  we  the  space.  But  mirabile 
die tu  there  was  no  conclusion.  So  the  space  we  were  saving 
for  this  must  go  to  waste. 

M.  E.  Edward  W.  Wayant,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  William  E.  Shaver,  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky,  Royal  Arch  Masons)  held 
its  Eighty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  in  King  Solomon  Chap¬ 
ter  Room,  Masonic  Temple,  Louisville,  Ky.,  commencing  Oc¬ 
tober  17,  1906,  A.  I.  2436,  and  was  opened  in  ample  form  on 
the  Royal  Arch  degree  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Albert  A.  Hazel- 
rigg,  delivered  the  annual  address. 

He  thus  refers  to  those  who  have  passed  the  inner  vail  of  the 
Telmple : 

“As  I  look  into  the  countenances  of  the  Companions  here  this  evening, 
I  see  many  familiar  faces,  whose  wise  counsel  and  sound  advice  have  been 
of  the  greatest  assistance  to  the  deliberations  of  this  Grand  Body.  Yet 
there  are  other  Companions  whose  faces  I  do  not  see,  who  have  laid  aside 
the  wrorking  tools  of  the  Craft,  presented  their  marks,  drawn  their  wages 
of  well  spent,  honorable  and  useful  lives,  and  gone  to  that  ‘undiscovered 
country  from  wThose  bourne  no  traveler  ever  returns.’ 
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.He  issued  '‘ninety-one  dispensations  to>  thirty  chapters  fifty- 
two  times,”  but  the  arithmetic  will  not  prove  this.  Among 
the  dispensations  granted  we  note  at  least  two  “to  elect  officers 
and  have  public  installation  thereof.”  And  this 

Mocks  us  and  it 
Shocks  us, 

for  Kentucky  doesn’t  care.  She  not  only  does  this,  but  she 
issues  rituals  (though  she  complains  about  doing  this  to  the 
extent  demanded). 

“This  being  the  law,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Subordinate  Chapters  to 
make  'strict  search’  for  all  rituals  furnished  them. 

He  H<  ^  H5 

“Notwithstanding  this,  many  requests  were  still  made.  Chapters  re¬ 
ported  that  copies  formerly  sent  them  were  either  lost  or  misplaced  or 
could  not,  after  the  strictest  search,  be  found,  and  that  the  present  officers 
were,  therefore,  unable  to  learn  the  work.” 

Eight  decisions  were  rendered. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  appointment  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  “Grand 
Officers  and  others,  visitors  to  inspect  the  Chapters  and  give 
them  instruction.”  The  following*  circular  letter  to  visitors 
was.  issued : 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  KENTUCKY. 

R.  A.  M. 

A.  A.  Hazelrigg,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Mt.  Sterling,  Ky.,  April  25,  1906. 

“To  Chapter  Visitors: 

“The  inspection  of  the  various  Chapters  in  1905  disclosed  many  irregu¬ 
larities,  not  only  in  the  conference  of  the  degrees,  but  also  in  the  manner 
of  keeping  the  records,  and  the  general  conduct  of  some  of  the  Chapters. 
You  will,  in  making  your  report,  indicate  the  degree  of  excellence  with 
which  the  degrees  are  conferred,  using  To’  for  perfection  and  'o’  for  entire 
deficiency.  ,  ! 
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“Examine  carefully  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  since  last  inspection ; 
note  any  irregularities,  and  in  all  cases  call  the  attention  of  the  Chapter 
to  all  errors  so  there  may  be  no  repetition  thereof  in  the  future.  If  a 
dispensation  has  been  granted  to  confer  a  degree  out  of  time,  see  whether 
the  minutes  show  that  Article  X,  Section  7,  of  the  Constitution  has  been 
complied  with. 

“I  feel  sure  that  every  visitor  will  make  a  fair  and  impartial  inspec¬ 
tion,  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  judgment,  avoiding  extravagant  or  un¬ 
deserved  commendation. 

“I  should  like  for  all  visitors  to  have  their  reports  completed  and  for¬ 
warded  to  me  by  August  31,  1906. 

“Fraternally, 

“A.  A.  Hazelrigg, 
“Grand  High  Priest.” 

#  g 

The  whole  address  is  an  interesting  one  and  no  truer  words 
were  ever  spoken  than  these  with  which  he  reaches  his  conclu¬ 
sion  : 

“I  feel  that  the  success  of  our  institution  rests  not  on  any  one  man  or  set 
of  men,  but  with  and  upon  us  all  individually  and  collectively. 

“Let  us,  then,  so  regulate  our  lives,  acts  and  conduct  for  the  good  of 
Masonry,  that  it  will  doubly  merit  the  high  position  held  by  it  in  the 
confidence  of  all  good  citizens.” 

The  Treasurer  reports  investments  and  cash  to  the  amount 
of  $15,600.30. 

The  Grand  Secretary  made  an  elaborate  report,  mentioning 
among  other  things  the  receipt  of  a  report  from  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentative  Comp.  James  F.  Allen,  of  Maryland,  and  incident¬ 
ally  hitting  the  rest  of  the  Grand  Representatives  over  the 
head  by  saying : 

“This  was  the  only  report  from  any  of  our  overworked  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentatives.” 

Yes,  “overworked”  is  the  word.  The  duties  of  a  G.  R. 
are  certainly  onerous. 

On  the  subject  of  “Inspections"  the  Committee  on  Jurispru¬ 
dence  reports  that. 
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“While  the  report  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  directs  attention  to 
many  irregularities  revealed  by  the  reports  of  the  inspecting  officers,  we 
are  pleased  to  note  an  apparent  improvement  since  the  prior  visitations. 
This  seems  to  confirm  the  usefulness  of  the  system,  and  encourages  us 
to  hope  that  in  a  short  time  the  Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction  will  become 
proficient  in  the  ritual  and  careful  and  exact  in  the  keeping  of  their  records 
and  accounts.  We  believe  the  anticipated  visit  of  the  official  inspector  will 
stimulate  the  officers  of  a  Chapter  to  renewed  efforts  to  qualify  themselves 
to  confer  the  degrees  in  a  manner  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  Chapter  over 
which  they  preside.” 

The  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  comes  from  the 
able  pen  of  William  W.  Clarke. 

It  is  a  compact  and  interesting  paper.  Under  Arkansas  and 
re  citizenship  he  says : 

“We  do  not  think  that  citizenship  is  conclusive  of  the  question  of 
eligibility ;  nor,  unless  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas  restricts  member¬ 
ship  to  citizens  of  that  State,  that  only  citizens  are  eligible.  Quite  an  able 
discussion  of  this  question  has  been  had  between  the  Grand  Masters  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  Pennsylvania,  with  the  advantage  largely  in 
favor  of  the  first,  who  held  that  residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
largely  Federal  office  holders,  who  were  legally  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  who  habitually  voted  in  that  State,  were  the  material  of  Lodges  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  We  think  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  the  cor¬ 
rectness  of  this  conclusion.” 

Under  District  of  Columbia  and  on  the  value  of  Reports  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  he  says: 

“The  reports  of  our  Supreme  Courts  and  Courts  of  Appeal  are  read 
by  a  comparatively  few,  yet  they  are  of  importance  to  all.  We  believe 
that  most  of  the  questions  of  importance — the'  unsettled  questions,  and 
new  questions,  are  settled  largely  by  the  discussion  that  they  are  sub¬ 
jected  to  by  the  writers  of  these  reports.  They  miay  not  be  generally 
read — neither  are  the  proceedings  for  that  matter — but  they  are  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  Craft.  So  do  your  work  faithfully,  my  good 
Brothers,  just  as  you  are  doing  it,  and  don’t  worry  about  the  results.” 

“Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might.” 
Under  New  York  the  types  make  it  that  M.  E.  J.  Henry 
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Willias j  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Comp 
George  B.  Wells,  of  Pennsylvania,  visited  that  Grand  Chapter. 
J.  Henry  Williams  might  object  to  being  called  out  of  his 
name. 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed.  He  says : 

‘‘We  sometimes  think  that  our  good  Brothers  and  Companions  of  the 
Keystone  State  carry  the  idea  of  Masonic  exclusiveness  to  extremes,  and 
yet  there  is  something  wonderfully  attractive  in  the  idea  that  there  is  in 
Masonry  a  principle  that  so  essentially  differentiates  it,  as  of  necessity  to 
make  it  exclusive. 

“The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  a  number  of  both  Grand  visitations 
and  informal  visitations,  as  a  result  of  which  •  he  was  able  to  state  that 
‘the  work  as  done  by  the  various  Chapters,  with  very  few  exceptions,  de¬ 
served  and  received  my  hearty  commendation.’ 

“The  work  of  securing  the  Marks  for  those  Companions  who  had 
neglected  to  record  their  Marks  in  the  Lodge  book  of  Marks — a  com¬ 
mendable  work — goes  on  with  gratifying  success,  with  the  prospect  of  ulti¬ 
mate  accomplishment. 

“The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  composed  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  Chairman ;  and  Companions 
Stockton  Bates,  Thomas  F.  Penman,  Robert  E.  Umbel,  and  James  W. 
Hughes,  and  differing  from  most  jurisdictions,  the  wrork  of  reviewing 
the  various  jurisdictions  is  distributed  among  the  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  Kentucky  being  reviewed  by  Companion  Bates.  His  very  full  and 
courteous  review  is  for  the  Convocation  of  1905. 

“Referring  to  Grand  High  Priest  Ewralt's  recommendation  that  a  model 
for  uniform  minutes  for  Subordinate  Chapters  be  adopted,  he  points  out 
at  least  one  objection,  and,  we  think,  a  substantial  one.” 

He  does  us  the  honor  to  quote  our  conclusion  almost  entire 
and  to  add, 

“The  quotation  from  ‘Our  American  Cousin/  induces  some  pleasing 
retrospection.  More  than  once  have  we  heard  the  inimitable  Sothern,  at 
the  old  Walnut  Street  Theatre,  repeat  the  wrords  quoted.” 

Under  Rhode  Island  we  find  these  terse  and  conservative 
words,  which  we  quote  with  approval : 

“In  the  matter  of  the  examination  and  admission  of  visitors,  he  advised 
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\  ‘the  adoption  of  a  Standing  Order,  forbidding  the  examination  of  any 
visitor  in  any  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction  unless  he  shall  exhibit  a  diploma 
or  certificate,  bearing  the  seal  of  a  Grand  Lodge  recognized  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  showing  his  membership  in  a  regular  Subordinate 
Lodge;  or  a  diploma  or  certificate,  bearing  the  seal  of  a  Grand  Chapter 
recognized  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island,  showing  his  member¬ 
ship  in  a  regular  Subordinate  Chapter.’ 

“We  are  aware  that  legislation  of  this  character  is  becoming  quite 
frequent,  but  we  doubt  its  propriety.  It  may  be  that  new  conditions 
make  new  and  stricter  tests  necessary — tests  not  heretofore  considered 
Masonic — but  we  confess  that  we  entertain  doubts  on  the  subject.  We 
hesitate  to  enter  any  path  that  is  new — any  that  is  not  indicated  by  a 
Masonic  finger-board.” 

And  here  follows  his  brief  but  pithy  conclusion : 

“We  have  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  all  Grand  Chapters  that  reached 
us  before  sending  our  report  to  the  printers. 

“The  increase  in  numbers  goes  on  with  accelerating  and  with  gratify¬ 
ing  speed.  Stay  not  the  tide.  Let  it  go  on  until  every  honest  man  is  a 
Mason ;  we  will  then  have  little  difficulty  in  knowing  the  dishonest  ones. 

“To  our  Brethren  of  the  Guild  we  extend  our  hearty  good  wishes.” 

H.  H.  Holeman,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

H.  B.  Grant,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S  B. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana  convened  in  the  Masonic  Temple, 
New  Orleans,  Tuesday,  February  6,  1906,  at  12  o’clock  m. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  George  W.  Booth, 
delivered  the  annual  address.  He  opens  thus : 

“Companions  : — I  give  you  a  warm  and  fraternal  welcome  to  this  .the 
Fifty-ninth  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  the  most  Excellent  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Louisiana,  and  join  with  you  in  returning  thanks  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Grand  High  Priest  that  the  year  which  has  just  gone  has  left 
Capitular  Masonry  in  our  Grand  Jurisdiction  stronger  than  ever  before 
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in  its  history,  and  our  Companions  bound  closer  together  by  the  lapse  of 
another  year.  And  though  there  are  gaps  in  our  ranks  which  will  be  hard 
to  fill,  those  who  remain,  and  those  who  have  more  recently  journeyed 
up  from  Babylon  to  Jerusalem,  are  imbued  with  the  true  spirit  of  the 
Fraternity  and  the  determination  to  maintain  the  high  character  it  has 
always  borne.” 

Two  dispensations  were  granted  and  one  was  refused.  As 
to  the  latter  he  says : 

“I  refused  a  dispensation  requested  by  a  Chapter,  to  receive  and  ballot 
upon  an  application  at  one  and  the  same  meeting,  for  the  reason  that  the 
law  is  emphatic  in  its  prohibition  of  such  a  procedure.  The  character  of 
every  applicant  should  be,  we  are  taught,  ‘carefully  examined  with  a  scruti¬ 
nizing  eye/  which  could  not  be  done  should  this  salutary  rule  of  four 
weeks’  delay  be  disregarded,  or  its  enforcement  dispensed  with.” 

Of  the  state  of  the  “Order”  he  says : 

“While  there  has  been  no  ‘boom’  in  Capitular  Masonry  in  Louisiana 
during  my  incumbency  of  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest,  there  has  been 
a  healthy,  steady  and  encouraging  growth.  Tne  report  of  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  will  give  the  increase  in  figures.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  increase,  satis¬ 
factory  as  it  is,  would  have  been  much  larger  had  it  not  been  for  the  visi¬ 
tation  of  fever  from  which  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  suffered  during  the 
past  summer.” 

And  who  wouldn’t  be  a  Grand  Secretary  when  bouquets  like 
the  following  are  flung  at  you? 

“I  should  not  do  my  full  duty  if  I  should  fail  to  report  upon  the  earnest 
efforts  of  our  Grand  Secretary  on  behalf  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  our  juris¬ 
diction.  Performing  his  own  duties  faithfully  and  well  has  not  contented 
him.  His  love  for  the  Order  has  impelled  him  to  assist,  so  far  as  the 
opportunity  was  given  him,  others  in  the  performance  of  theirs.  In  com¬ 
mon  with  every  Grand  High  Priest  who  has  preceded  me  since  he  has  been 
Grand  Secretary  (and,  I  hope,  with  every  one  who  shall  succeed  to  the 
office  for  many  years),  I  must  acknowledge  the  vast  assistance  he  has 
rendered  me,  both  by  labor  and  advice,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  my 
office.  He  has  been  both  the  Aaron  and  the  H'ur  who  upheld  my  hands. 
Verily  he  ‘hath  brought  the  blind  by  the  way  they  knew  not;  he  hath  led 
them  into  paths  they  have  not  known ;  made  darkness  light  before  them 
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and  crooked  things  straight.  These  things  hath  he  done  unto  them  and  not 
forsaken  them.’  ” 

He  thinks  one  term  sufficient  for  a  Grand  High  Priest,  that 

‘‘As  far  as  possible,  each  should  be  honored  in  his  turn,  and  when  we 
consider  that  if  the  rule  of  promotion  were  followed,  eighteen  years  would 
elapse  between  the  time  a  Companion  was  installed  as  Grand  Master  of  the 
First  Vail  until  he  would  reach  the  Sanctuary,  should  a  re-election  be 
deemed  necessary  as  an  endorsement,  I  know  that  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  one  term  should  be  sufficient  for  a  Grand  High  Priest.” 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Comp,  Richard  Lambert,  re¬ 
ports  that 

“All  of  the  chartered  Chapters  have  made  returns  and  paid  Grand 
Chapter  dues,  a  tabulation  of  the  returns  giving  the  following  results : 


Marked  during  the  year  1905  < .  226 

Passed  .  216 

Received  and  acknowledged  .  214 

Exalted  .  219 


Total  degrees  conferred  .  875 


ACCESSIONS. 

Exalted  . •  • .  219 

Affiliated  .  12 

Reinstated  .  7 


Total  accessions  .  238 

DEDUCTIONS. 

\ 

Dimitted  .  22 

Died  . •  •  37 

Dropped  .  9 

Suspended  . •  •  . .  2 

Expelled  .  1 


Total  deductions  . •  • .  71 


Net  gain  during  the  year . 

Membership,  January  1,  1906 


167 

2,046 
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About  twice  as  many  as  the  membership  of  Oriental  R.  A. 
Chapter,  No.  183,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Notwithstanding  the  illness  of  the  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  M.  E.  Comp.  Herman  C.  Duncan,  the  Report  on  For¬ 
eign  Correspondence  was  prepared  and  is  attached  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

He  says  in  opening : 

"Making  our  bow  to  all  at  the  table,  we  shall  pass  around  and  interview 
each  in  turn.  So,  then,  we  say,  ‘howdy’  to  Sister  Alabama,  and  begin  her 
examination.’’ 

Under  Arizona  and  with  reference  to  the  status  of  Grand 
Representatives,  he  says : 

“A  letter  is  incorporated  in  the  minutes  from  the  Representative  of 
Quebec.  In  it  he  recounts  the  reception  by  him  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  fact  that  he  had  received  an  invitation  to 
some  function  in  that  Province.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  Companion  en¬ 
tirely  misunderstands  his  status  as  a  Representative.  His  business  as 
such  is  not  to  report  on  the  condition  of  Quebec  to  Arizona,  but  to 
guard  such  interests  as  Quebec  may  have  in  Arizona,  and  his  reports  are 
not  to  be  made  to  the  Grand  Chapter  to  which  he  is  accredited  but  to 
the  Grand  Chapter  from  which  he  holds  his  commission.” 

All  of  which  is  as  we  ourselves  understand  it;  and  we  further 
believe  this  is  the  general  understanding  of  the  members  of  the 
Craft  thus  honored. 

And  under  Canada,  how  is  the  following  for  the  amende 
honorable f 

“Grand  Chaplain  Herman  C.  Duncan  is  the  versatile  and  interesting 

Correspondent,  one  whom  wTe  delight  to  read  even  if  he  doe's  throw 

bricks.  He  says  we  are  of  the  fault-finding  variety.  Not  a  bit  of  it ! 

We  only  desired  to  make  our  own  position  clear.  He  erroneouslv  as- 
* 

sumed  that  the  M.  E.  M.  wras  removed  from  Canada's  system,  and, 
holding  to  that  assumption,  had  made  some  uncharitable  comment,  which 
we  naturally  resented,  but  without  any  intent  to  be  discourteous. 

"In  our  previous  reports  we  wrote  as  the  record  seemed  to  us  to 
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imply.  It  appears  from  the  above  that  the  impression  we  gathered  was 
inaccurate  and  wrong.  We  desire,  therefore,  to  avail  ourselves  of  this 
opportunity  to  retract,  and  withdraw  all  and  everything  said  or  done 
while  laboring  under  the  erroneous  impression.  We  thought  w'e  were 
right  and  that  our  deductions  were  logical.  But  our  premise  being 
shown  to  be  wrong,  all  of  our  conclusions  must  of  necessity  have  been 
wrong  also. 

“We  would  go  a  step  further,  and  extend  our  public  thanks  to  Comp. 
Bennett  for  setting  us  right.” 

We  clip  the  following-  under  Massachusetts  for  its  educa¬ 
tional  feature : 

“The  Royal  Craft  is  also  greatly  indebted  to  Comp.  Waite  for  a  very 
carefully  compiled  research  into  the  history  of  the  Order  of  High  Priest¬ 
hood.  H,e  ascribes  its  formal  introduction  to  Thomas  Smith  Webb.  In 
1799  he  submitted  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  a  form  of  installation  in 
which  provision  is  made  for  the  retirement  of  all  except  High  Priests, 
and  Past  High  Priests.  Subsequently  the  installed  High  Priest  is  ad¬ 
dressed  as  having  been  anointed.  The  Massachusetts  roll  of  the  Order  has 
as  its  first  member  William  McKeen,  under  date  of  May,  1789.  But  Webb 
was  not  initiated  into  Masonry  until  December  24,  1790.  Hence  .he 
could  not  have  originated  the  Order.” 

This  is  an  exceedingly  pleasing  and  instructive  report,  so 
much  so  that  we  find  we  have  marked  for  quotation  and  com¬ 
ment  more  material  than  we  can  use.  So  we  refrain  with  sor¬ 
row  and  come  to1  the  review  of  Pennsylvania.  A  decision  is 
.commended  and  the  remarks  of  the  then  Grand  High  Priest,  * 
M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  re  the  incong.ruity  of  the  Ark 
being  made  to  do  duty  as  an  altar  of  sacrifice  are  approved. 

Alluding  to  our  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  he  says: 

“The  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  were  divided 
among  the  members  of  the  committee.  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  Comp.  Stock- 
ton  Bates  to  review  our  proceedings.  In  a  previous  report  we  had  taken 
note  of  the  custom  in  Pennsylvania  of  installing  the  Grand  High  Priest  in 
the  presence  of  High  Priests  alone.  Comp.  Bates,  replying  to  our  criticism, 
says : 

“  Tn  Pennsylvania  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  and  the  installa- 
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tion  of  a  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  or  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Grand 
Chapter  are  a  part  of  one  and  the  same  ceremony.  Following  the  custom 
of  installing  the  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Lodge  in  the  presence  of  those 
only  who  have  ‘passed  the  chair’  either  by  service  or  dispensation,  the 
High  Priest  is  installed  (which  includes  receiving  the  Order  of  High 
Priesthood)  in  the  presence  of  those  only  who  have  previously  been  so  in¬ 
stalled.  The  law  and  the  custom  is  the  only  thing  that  makes  it  necessary, 
and  these  are  powerful  factors  where  ‘obedience’  is  considered  one  of  the 
virtues. 

“We  do  not  feel  that  to  say  a  ceremony  is  the  law  and  the  custom 
is  a  justification  of  a  bad  habit.  But  this  apart,  what  seems  to  us 
specially  incongruous  is  that  while  the  conferring  of  the  Order  of 
High  Priesthood  as  a  part  of  the  installation  ceremony  of  a  High 
Priest  of  a  Subordinate  Chapter  might  be  accepted,  yet  to  confer  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood  upon  a  Grand  High  Priest  as  part  of  his 
installation  when  he  has  already  received  it  as  a  High  Priest  of 
a  Subordinate  Chapter  is  a  following  of  the  letter  of  the  law  which 
killeth,  and  a  neglect  of  the  spirit  of  the  ceremony  which  inherently 
prohibits  its  repetition.  The  recipient  is  initiated  into  an  Order  of 
Priesthood  that  is  essentially  abiding,  unrevokable,  and  incapable  of 
iteration. 

“While  every  Masonic  student  knows  that  in  former  times  the  Master 
•of  a  Lodge  was  invested  with  the  secrets  of  the  Chair  in  connection  with 
and  as  a  part  of  his  installation,  and  that  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  was 
anointed  as  a  part  of  his  installation,  yet  we  hold  as  a  true  development 
of  the  spirit  of  Masonry  the  divorcement  of  those  acts  from  that  of  in¬ 
stallation.” 

In  Pennsylvania  we  are  taught  obedience  to  the  law  and  we 
cannot  understand  the  quality  of  mind  that  would  say  “we 
do  not  feel  that  to  say  a  ceremony  is  the  law  and  the  custom 
is  a  justification  of  a  bad  habit.”  The  italics  are  ours.  And 
we  don't  believe,  or  rather  can’t  believe,  that  Comp.  Duncan 
means  exactly  what  the  words  imply.  The  fact  that  it  is  t'he 
law  is  the  justification.  We  don't  deny  that  a  law  may  be  bad, 
but  even  a  bad  law  must  be  obeyed.  It  has  passed  into  an 
aphorism  that  'The  best  way  to  repeal  a  bad  law  is  to  en¬ 
force  it.” 
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As  to  the  rest  of  the  criticism.  We  admit  the  incongruity 
of  again  conferring  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  upon  one 
who  has  received  it,  and  its  only  justification  is  that  it  is  the 
law.  Some  have  criticised  the  second  installation  of  one  re- 
elected'  to  office,  but  we  think  this  “habit”  fully  justified  by 
general  custom.  The  President  of  these  United  States,  when 
elected  for  a  second  term,  must  undergo  the  process  of  re¬ 
inauguration. 

If  it  were  not  that,  in  Pennsylvania,  the  Installation  and  the 
Order  of  Hig'h  Priesthood  are  so  intertwined,  and  there  is  no 
“Most  Excellent  Council  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood”  as 
a  separate  institution,  it  would  seem  less  incongruous  if  the 
two  were  divorced. 

While  on  this  subject  we  quote  the  following  under  Ver¬ 
mont  : 

“The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  again  presented  by  M.  E.  Comp- 
Marsh  O.  Perkins.  Writing  on  the  subject  of  installation,  he  says  that 
he  is  not  fully  in  accord  with  us,  but  if  we  understand  him  aright,  we 
are  so  on  the  only  principle  that  is  involved,  so  far  as  the  Masonry  that 
is  under  the  control  of  a  Grand  Chapter  is  concerned,  to  wit,  that  a 
High  Priest  elect  Can  lawfully  and  properly  be  installed  without  refer¬ 
ence  to  whether  he  has  received  information  from  a  body  not  under  the 
control  of  the  Grand  Chapter  under  whom  his  Chapter  is  holding,  for 
instance,  a  Convention  or  Council  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood.  I11 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  says : 

“  ‘We  do  not  admit  that  the  ‘ancient  Webb  work’  required  a  High 
Priest  elect  to  be  anointed  as  a  pre-requisite  to  installation.’ 

“  He  says  that  he  has  repeatedly  shown  to  the  contrary  'by  example  and 
precept.’ 

“Webb,  in  his  Monitor,  by  implication,  seems  to  have  so  provided, 
when  he  says  at  a  certain  place  that  all  who  are  not  High  Priests  re¬ 
tire,  and  then  ‘after  certain  ceremonies  not  proper  to  be  written,’  those  who 
had  retired  are  readmitted  and  the  anointed  one  is  installed.  Does  Comp- 
Perkins  mean  that  this  provision  was  directory  and  not  mandatory,  and 
if  he  does  so  mean,  has  he  anything  to  sustain  his  contention?  We  should 
be  pleased  to  receive  instruction  from  him.” 
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And  under  West  Virginia,  still  on  this  subject,  we  find  the 
following : 

“Comp.  Baines,  in  discussing  the  work  of  the  .Order  of  High  Priest¬ 
hood,  says  that  the  historical  basis  of  its  Ritual  is  altogether  uncon¬ 
nected  with  the  legends  of  the  Capitular  and  Cryptic  degrees,  and  he  seems 
to  think  that  a  disadvantage  should  count  against  it.  But  what  about  the 
teaching  of  the  seven  Liberal  Arts  and  Sciences  which  forms  the  basic 
principle  of  the  instruction  of  the  Fellow  Craft  degree?  And  what  about 
the  Entered  Apprentice  degree,  which  has  but  very  little,  if  any,  of  a  legend 
in  it  at  all? 

“The  fact  is  that  we  ourselves  are  not  prepared  to  hold  a  brief  in 
favor  of  the  happiness  of  the  selection  made  to  form  the  basis  of  the  Ritual 
of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  but  we  can  find  no  fault  with  it  be¬ 
cause  the  selection  was  not  made  from  the  epochs  of  the  Temple  buildings. 
We  believe  the  author  of  the  degree  was  perfectly  justified  in  choosing 
what  he  esteemed  the  best  historical  incident  for  the  development  of  the 
teaching  he  desired  to  have  imparted  by  the  degree. 

“We  take  it  that  the  author  desired  to  impress  the  Fraternity  with 
the  idea  that  ‘heredity’  was  utterly  lacking  to  the  Priests  of  that  Order. 
We  take  it  also  that  he  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  idea  of  hereditary 
government.  These  were  principles  that  dominated  the  mind  of  the  com 
piler  or  author  of  the  Ritual  of  that  ‘degree.’  It  was  not  the  consecration 
of  a  Priest  after  the  Order  of  Aaron,  and  it  was  of  that  Order  only  that 
the  Priests  were  who  served  about  the  Temples,  First,  Second,  Third; 
but  it  was  the  consecration  of  a  Priest  without  hereditary  right  for  which 
he  sought,  to  be  the  example  and  the  model  for  the  ceremony  he  wished  to 
prepare. 

“Having  such  views  and  purpose,  we  can  well  see  that  the  author  of 
the  ceremonial  of  the  Order  was  driven  to  the  selection  that  he  made.” 

To  us  the  teaching  is  that  of  a  new  dispensation.  As 
Melchizedek  was  the  anti-type  of  that  new  Hig*h  Priest  that 
was  to  come,  who'  offered  bread  and  wine  instead  of  sacrifice, 
so  the  second  Temple  was  typical  of  that  “house  not  built  with 
hands.”  He  who  became  High  Priest  of  the  second  Temple 
was  ordained  a  Priest  forever  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek. 
An  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth  was  to  gave  way  to 
the  ministry  of  love,  and  “do  good  to  those  that  hate  you  and 
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pray  for  them  that  despitefully  use  you"  was  to  take  the  place 
of  the  severe  letter  of  the  Mosaic  law. 

Robert  R.  Reid,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Richard  Lambert,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


MAINE,  1906. 

Eighty- first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  held 
at  Portland,  May  1,  1906. 

The  annual  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion 
William  N.  Howe,  announces  the  death  of  Companion  Francis 
T.  Faulkner,  Grand  King  in  1877  and  1878. 

The  most  conspicuous  administrative  feature  of  the  address 
is  the  refusal  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  ballot  on  a  petition 
before  the  regular  time,  the  excuse  being*  that  the  applicant 
was  about  to  leave  the  State.  The  right  idea  is  expressed 
in  this : 

“I  am  aware  that  in  the  past  authority  has  been  frequently  granted  to 
depart  from  the  regular  method  of  procedure  on  occasions  of  ‘emergency’ 
as  they  are  so  called,  but  it  seems  to  me  the  man  who  has  resided  all  his 
life-time  in  sight  of  a  Masonic  Lodge  room,  being  about  to  make  a  change 
in  his  residence  voluntarily,  and  who  suddenly  becomes  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  Masonry  might  be  of  service  to  him  in  his  new  home,  while 
he  could  never  before  see  either  beauty  or  utility  in  it,  is  not  entitled  to 
any  departure  from  our  established  usages  and  customs.” 

The  condition  of  the  Craft  is  reported  to*  be  quiet  but  pros¬ 
perous. 

The  business  of  the  Convocation  was  almost  entirely  routine, 
and  nothing  is  reported  of  special  interest  outside  of  the  juris¬ 
diction. 

Companion  Herbert  Harris  is  again  responsible  for  the  Re¬ 
port  on  Correspondence,  in  which  Pennsylvania  is  given  due 
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consideration  and  commendation.  He  appears  to  have  a  quick 
discernment  of  the  doings  of  the  Grand  Chapters  that  may  be 
of  interest  and  profit  to  the  Companions  of  his  own  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  and  reviews  them  with  fine  discrimination.  The  conclu¬ 
sion  of  his  report,  however,  is  peculiar.  It  is  a  dissertation 
on  the  proposed  universal  language,  Esperanto.  How  in  the 
world  that  subject  finds  a  place  in  the  proceedings  of  a  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  (he  says  there  is  “no  call  for 
Esperanto  in  Royal  Arch  literature")  is  a  mystery.  It  is  en¬ 
tertaining  though,  and  if  by  next  year  Companion  Harris 
should  conclude  that  Esperanto  is  coming  too  slow  and  we 
must  drub  along  with  old-fashioned  English  for  a  while  longer, 
we  suggest  that  he  devote  his  attention  to  the  subject  of  “Car- 
negie-Roosevelt"  reformed  spelling. 

James  E.  Blanchard,  Augusta,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

T.  F.  P. 

MARYLAND,  1905. 

One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland,  at  Baltimore,  November  23,  1905, 
Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Charles  McDonald,  Jr.,  pre¬ 
siding.  In  his  address  he  reports  the  Craft  to  be  in  splendid 
condition,  the  subordinate  Chapters  prosperous  and  doing  good 
work.  Owing  to  the  state  of  his  health  as  well  as  business  en¬ 
gagements,  he  made  no  visitations  to  Chapters  outside  of  Bal¬ 
timore.  At  one  of  these  he  notes  the  presence  of  our  Grand 
High  Priest,  Companion  J.  Henry  Williams,  and  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  Companion  Charles  Cary. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  did,  however,  visit  the  other  Chapters 
in  the  jurisdiction,  and  reported  them  to  be  in  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition. 
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Several  dispensations  were  granted,  one  for  a  new  Chapter 
to  which  the  Grand  Chapter,  at  this  convocation,  granted  a 
charter;  another  to  act  upon  a  petition  before  the  regular  time, 
“the  brother  being  a  traveling  man  and  compelled  to  be  out 
of  the  city  the  best  part  of  the  year.”  Apparently  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  this  dispensation  was  not  approved  by  the  committee  to 
which  the  matter  was  referred. 

No  proceedings  unusual  or  of  special  importance  at  this 
convocation  are  reported. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Companion  Edward  T. 
Schultz,  is  interesting  as  usual.  In  noticing  the  Proceedings 
of  Pennsylvania  for  1904  he  explains  the  meaning  of  our 
“passing  the  chair.”  He  has  the  right  understanding  of  it. 
In  the  Blue  Lodge  we  have  the  “word  of  the  chair,”  which 
can  be  given  only  to>  one  entitled  to  the  same  by  election  as 
Master,  or  by  virtue  of  a  dispensation  granted  by  the  Grand 
Master  through  a  District  Deputy  Grand  Master.  For  this 
dispensation  the  applicant  pays  $10,  which  goes  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  He  can  obtain  the  dispensation  only  after  he  has  been 
a  Master  Mason  for  six  months.  He  is  then  “passed  to!  the 
chair,”  a  ceremony  equivalent,  and  we  believe  similar,  to  the 
Past  Master’s  degree  in  the  Chapters  of  other  jurisdictions.  In 
fact  it  is  in  Pennsylvania  many  times  erroneously  called  “the 
Past  Master’s  degree.”  The  brother  is  then  eligible  for  the 
Chapter,  the  only  degrees  of  which  are  Mark  Master  Mason, 
Most  Excellent  Master  Mason,  and  Royal  Arch  Mason.  To 
us  it  seems  the  logical  procedure,  that  a  degree  or  ceremony 
that  has  to  do  with  the  station  of  the  Worshipful  Master 
should  be  controlled  by  Blue  Lodge  Masonry.  It  is  an  em¬ 
barrassment,  however,  to  a  brother  whose  Blue  Lodge  mem¬ 
bership  is  in  another  jurisdiction  from  which  he  has  removed 
and  who  desires  to  join  a  Chapter  in  Pennsylvania.  He  can- 
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not  petition  our  Chapter  until  he  is  a  Past  Master,  by  service 
or  dispensation,  and  in  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Lodge  he  cannot 
be  made  a  Past  Master  by  dispensation.  The  only  way  open 
for  him  is  to  resign  from  his  Lodge,  join  a  Lodge  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  obtain  a  dispensation  to  “pass  the  chair.’'  Of 
course,  if  other  jurisdictions  would  conform  to  Pennsylvania’s 
way  of  doing  things  the  trouble  would  be  obviated. 

Y\  e  take  pleasure  in  explaining  to  Companion  Schultz  an¬ 
other  Pennsylvania  “feature”  mentioned  by  him  as  follows: 

“We  note  an  exceptional  feature  in  the  titles  of  the  officers  of  this 
Grand  Body,  which  we  do  not  recall  as  in  practice  anywhere  else.  All 
the  installed  officers  are  styled  Most  Excellent,  while  those  appointive 
have  no  prefix  whatever.  In  all  other  jurisdictions  we  believe  the  Grand 
High  Priest  alone  is  Most  Excellent.” 

This  subject  was  very  thoroughly  treated  by  Past  High 
Priest  Jacobs  in  the  “Correspondence  Report”  of  1902,  and 
we  simply  wish  here  to  quote  from  the  Constitution  of  bur 
Grand  Chapter  (and  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the 
contrary)  : 

“Article  V,  Sec.  2.  The  Grand  Officers  are:  Grand  High 
Priest,  Grand  King,  Grand  Scribe,  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand 
Secretary. 

“Section.  3.  The  official  titles  of  the  Grand  Officers  are: 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Most  Excellent  Grand 
King,  Most  Excellent  Grand  Scribe,  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Treasurer,  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary.  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  are  entitled  Most  Excellent.” 

Tames  F.  Allen,  Rockville,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  H:  Miller,  Baltimore,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

T.  F.  P. 
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MASSACHUSETTS,  1905. 

At  the  March  Quarterly  Convocation,  held  at  Boston,  the 
committee  to  which  was  referred  the  annual  address  of  former 
Grand  High  Priest  Samuel  F.  Hubbard  made:  its  report,  com¬ 
mending  ibis  work  and  stating*  that  it  “is  spread  upon  the  hearts 
of  his  Companions,  there  to  remain  in  indelible  remembrance.” 
It  was  a  well-merited  compliment. 

Companion  Charles  W.  Jordan  was  presented  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  formally  healed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

Before  closing-,  the  lecture  of  the  Mark  Master  Mason's  de¬ 
gree  was  rendered  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

At  the  second  quarterly,  held  June  13th,  resolutions  were 
presented  on  the  death  of  Companions  Thomas  Winship, 
Grand  Scribe  in  1869-1870,  and  Daniel  Upton,  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest  in  1875. 

An  interesting  report  was  submitted  by  a  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  consider  the  finances  of  subordinate  Chapters.  They 
had  made  a  thorough  investigation  and  presented  data  show¬ 
ing  rate  of  dues,  life  membership  fees,  invested  funds,  and 
expenses  of  the  several  Chapters.  Of  the  76  Chapters  in  the 
jurisdiction  they  found  that  34  had  a  life  membership  list,  the 
smallest  per  cent,  of  life  members  in  any  Chapter  being  1  per 
cent,  and  the  largest  60  per  cent.,  and  the  average  about  20 
per  cent,  of  the  membership.  They  thought  that  the  Grand 
Chapters  should  at  least  regulate  the  amount  and  disposition 
of  life  membership  fees  in  the  interest  of  the  welfare  of  the 
Chapters,  and  recommended  the  following : 

“Any  Chapter  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  that  now 
has  or  shall  in  the  future  have  a  By-Law  that  provides  for  Life  Member¬ 
ship  must  have  the  said  By-Law  comply  with  the  following  require¬ 
ments  : 

“First.  The  Life  Membership  Fee  shall  be,  and  shall  continue,  not  less 
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than  ten  times  the  fee  for  annual  dues ;  but  in  no  case  shall  it  be  less  than 
twenty-five  dollars. 

“ Second .  All  money  received  for  Life  Membership,  and  ten  per  cent, 
of  the  initiation  fee  of  every  accepted  candidate,  shall  constitute  a  Perman¬ 
ent  Fund  which  shall  be  invested  in  the  name  of  the  Chapter.  The  manage¬ 
ment  and  investment  of  the  same  shall  be  placed  in  the  care  of  a  Board 
of  Trustees,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  Chapter  in  annual  convocation, 
and  shall  annually  make  a  report  to  the  Chapter  of  the  condition  and 
amount  of  said  fund  and  how  the  same  is  invested. 

“Third.  That  nothing  but  the  income  of  the  said  fund  shall  be  used  for 
any  purpose  whatsoever,  unless  a  notice  in  writing  to  that  effect  shall  have 
been  presented  in  the  Chapter,  and  the  notice  of  such  intended  action  shall 
have  been  printed  on  the  notices  and  mailed  to  every  member  of  the 
Chapter  at  least  five  days  before  such  action  is  to  be  taken,  and  then  only 
by  not  less  than  a  two-thirds  vote  of  those  present.” 

It  Avas  ordered  that  each  Chapter  should  receive  a  copy  of 
the  report  and  notice  that  it  would  be  considered  at  the  Decem¬ 
ber  convocation. 

An  addition  to  the  “Particular  Regulations’'  Avas  adopted, 
fixing-  October  1st  as  the  date  Avhen  Chapter  returns  shall  be 

0 

made,  and  imposing  a  penalty  of  $To  upon  any  Chapter  Avhose 
returns  are  not  received  before  October  10. 

At  the  close  of  the  convocation  the  Companions  participated 
in  a  banquet  and  Avere  entertained  by  Companion  Rev.  Peter 
McOueen  Avith  an  address  on  his  travels  through  Russia,  Si- 
beria  and  Japan. 

At  the  September  Quarterly  Convocation  a  form  of  “Trav¬ 
eling  Card"  Avas  adopted  for  use  in  the  jurisdiction. 

The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  December  12,  from  9:30 
a.  m.  until  4  o’clock  p.  m.,  in  the  presence  of  216  Companions, 
a  corps  of  officers  selected  from  A-arious  Chapters  exemplified 
the  Chapter  degrees.  The  time  consumed  by  the  Mark  Mas¬ 
ter’s  degree  Avas  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes;  Past  Master's 
^degree,  tAventy-five  minutes;  Most  Excellent  Master's  degree, 
fifty-five  minutes,  and  the  RoAral  Arch,  one  hour  and  forty  min- 
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utes.  At  the  evening*  session  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  was  present  as  a  visitor.  He 
was  honored  by  a  formal  reception. 

The  animal  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion 
Harry  Hunt,  is  full  of  interest  and  reflects  diligent  service  and 
a  watchful  attention  to  the  best  interests  of  the  jurisdiction. 
With  some  surprise  we  learn  from  it  that  Chapters  are  not  re¬ 
quired  by  any  general  law  or  regulation  to  issue  to  members 
notices  of  meetings.  Grand  High  Priest  Hunt  presents  cogent 
reasons  why  a  printed  or  written  notice  should  be  mailed  to 
every  member  of  the  time  of  meeting,  business  to  be  trans¬ 
acted,  and  names  of  candidates  to  be  ballotted  for.  Most  of 
the  Chapters  do  issue  such  notices,  but  some  do>  not.  We  do 
not  understand  how  any  successful  or  well-regulated  Chapter 
can  dispense  with  them.  In  our  opinion  the  notice  should  be 
mailed,  not  only  to  the  members,  but  also  to>  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  the  Grand  Secretary  and  the  District  Deputy  who  has 
supervision  over  the  Chapter. 

He  also  referred  to  and  discouraged  the  practice  in  some 
Chapters  of  conferring  three  or  four  deg*rees  on  the  same  can¬ 
didates  at  one  meeting.  This  matter  was  taken  up  by  the 
Grand  Chapter,  on  the  report  of  a  committee  to  which  it  was  re¬ 
ferred,  and  it  was  decided  that  of  the  first  three  degrees  not  more 
than  two  may  be  conferred  on  the  same  candidate  in  one  day, 
and  that  at  least  one  day  shall  intervene  between  the  conferring 
of  the  Most  Excellent  and  of  the  Royal  Arch.  We  found  it 
necessary  in  Pennsylvania  to  adopt  a  similar  regulation  to 
prevent  “ railroading”  candidates  through  the  Chapter,  a  prac¬ 
tice  that  should  be  condemned  in  every  jurisdiction,  if  the  les¬ 
sons  intended  to  be  taught  shall  have  any  immediate  value  and 
leave  distinct  impressions  on  the  candidate's  mind. 

Appropriate  memorials  were  presented  by  committees  re- 
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lating  to  deceased  Companions  William  Rounseville  Alger, 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  in  1856,  William  Augustus  Farns- 
worth,  Grand  King  in  1883,  and  Samuel  .Benjamin  Hildreth, 
Grand  Scribe  in  1875. 

The  proposed  legislation  relating  to  the  finances  of  subor¬ 
dinate  Chapters  offered  at  the  June  Convocation,  came  up  for 
action.  Apparently  it  evoked  considerable  discussion.  The 
first  article  was  adopted,  but  the  hour  for  election  of  officers 
having  arrived,  further  consideration  of  the  matter  was  post¬ 
poned  until  the  next  March  Quarterly  Convocation. 

Companion  Hunt  was  elected  Grand  Hig'h  Priest  for  an¬ 
other  year. 

The  Annual  Assembly  of  High  Priests  is  worthy  of  notice, 
especially  for  an  interesting  address  by  the  Excellent  President 
on  the  reasons  why  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  is  founded 
on  the  Order  of  Melchizedek  rather  than  that  of  Aaron,  the 
central  historical  figure  of  Capitular  degrees.  He  finds  some 
authority  for  the  theory  that  the  priestly  character  of  Melchiz¬ 
edek  was  of  a  higher  spiritual  order  than  that  of  Aaron. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Companion  J.  Gilman 
Waite,  is  also  an  interesting  feature  of  the  Proceedings.  Ex¬ 
tended  notice  is  given  the  Proceedings  of  our  Grand  Chapter 
for  1904.  He  could  not  understand  why  Grand  High  Priest 
Kline  should  refuse  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  in  favor  of  an¬ 
other  Grand  Chapter  in  the  case  of  a  Master  Mason  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  who-  had  not  ‘‘passed  the  chair.”  He  was  subse¬ 
quently  enlightened  on  the  subject  by  our  Companion  Codding 
in  the  Report  on  Correspondence  in  the  Grand  Chapter  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  wherein  our  regulation  is  stated,  viz.,  that  a  Master 
Mason  is  not  eligible  for  Capitular  degrees  until  lie  becomes  a 
Past  Master,  by  service  or  by  virtue  of  a  dispensation  granted 
by  the  proper  Masonic  authority,  that  is,  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
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of  Pennsylvania.  And  yet  he  asks:  “Of  what  use  would  the 
preparatory  degree  of  Past  Master  he  to  the  Brother  should 
he  happen  to  fail  of  election  in  the  Chapter?”  With  equal 
propriety  we  might  ask,  Of  what  use  to  a  Brother  is  the  Past 
Master's  degree  conferred  in  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
under  any  circumstances?  As  we  understand  it,  it  has  no 
logical  relation  to  the  Capitular  degrees,  and  if  it  is  not  a 
finishing  touch  to  the  Brother  in  his  Lodge,  why  consider 
it  at  all? 

As  we  know  it,  it  is  intended  to  teach  the  Master  Mason 
how  to  rule  or  govern  with  justice  and  equity;  which  qualities 
are  necessary  in  the  place  of  responsibility.  He  learns  the  les¬ 
sons  when  he  is  made  Master  of  the  Lodge,  or  in  the  ceremony 
of  making  him  Master,  or,  as  we  call  it,  “passing  to  the  chair.” 

But  to  answer  Companion  Waite's  question  positively,  the 
Brother  has  some  use  for  this  “preparatory  degree”  in  the 
Lodge,  for  it  gives  him  certain  privileges  he  would  not  other¬ 
wise  have  therein.  But  Capitular  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania 
does  not  concern  itself  with  the  reasons  why  the  Brother  de¬ 
sires  to  “pass  to  the  chair.”  It  has  made  it  a  condition  prece¬ 
dent  to  joining  the  Chapter,  the  same  as  any  other  qualifica¬ 
tions  are  prescribed  for  the  candidate.  When  thus  qualified 
he  must  stand  on  his  own  merits  when  applying  to  the  Chap¬ 
ter,  just  the  same  as  he  does  in  Massachusetts. 

Harry  Hunt,  Melrose,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

J.  Gilman  Waite,  Boston,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

T.  F.  P. 


MICHIGAN,  1906. 

The  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Annual 
Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  held  at  Sag¬ 
inaw,  May  15,  1906,  is  an  elaborate  volume  of  325  pages  and 
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reflects  great  credit  upon  Grand  Secretary  Companion  Charles 
A.  Conover  for  its  comprehensive  report  of  the  Convocation, 
as  well  as  for  the  interesting  data  presented  therein.  This  is 
a  live  Grand  Chapter  with  “something  doing”  at  its  sessions. 
All  of  its  140  Chapters,  except  two',  were  represented. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  High  Priest  Thomas  H.  Wil¬ 
liams  is  an  exhaustive  report  and  discussion  of  Grand  Chapter 
affairs,  and  exhibits  much  ability,  thoroughness  and  conscien¬ 
tious  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  In  passing  upon  his 
decisions  the ’Committee  on  Jurisprudence  said: 

“We  congratulate  the  Grand  High  Priest  upon  his  able  and  faithful  dis¬ 
charge  of  his  high  office,  and  he  has  brought  the  Royal  Craft  together  in 
peace  and  harmony  by  his  wise  and  judicious  management. 

“In  discharging  his  duties  he  has  ably  brought  to  bear  equity  and  law 
in  the  decision  of  all  questions  submitted  to  him,  and  we  commend  him 
for  his  wise  and  judicious  action  in  so  artistically  combining  equity  and 
law  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  brethren  and  the  honor  of  the  Royal  Craft, 
and  we  recommend  that  his  decisions  be  accepted  and  approved.” 

We  may  be  assured  that  this  commendation  is  not  perfunc¬ 
tory,  coming  as  it  does  from  the  veteran  Companion  McCurdy, 
Chairman  of  the  committee. 

Death  laid  a  heavy  hand  upon  the  Grand  Chapter  during  the 
year.  The  Grand  Lecturer,  Companion  Lewis  C.  Goodrich, 
was  stricken  to-  death  suddenly,  without  warning,  in  a  Chapter 
that  he  was  visiting  in  company  with  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
who  gives  a  pathetic  account  of  the  sad  event  in  his  address  to 
the  Grand  Chapter.  The  heart  is  touched  also-  by  a  report  to 
the  Grand  Chapter  by  the  widow  of  his  official  acts  and  visita¬ 
tions,  so  far  as  his  official  record  furnished  the  facts  to  her. 
In  it  was  found  this  entry: 

“February  '27  and  28. — I  had  called  two  schools,  St.  Clair,  No.  12,  at 
St.  Clair,  and  Sam  Ward,  No.  128,  at  Marine  City.  These  schools  I  was 
obliged  to  cancel,  owing  to  the  sudden  and  shocking  death,  from  heart 
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disease,  of  my  older  brother,  leaving  me  the  sole  surviving  member  of 
my  father’s  family.” 

It  seems  almost  as  if  he  were  foreshadowing*  his  own  tragic 
end.  He  had  served  as  Grand  Lecturer  for  ten  years  and  was 
much  beloved  by  his  Companions. 

The  Grand  Scribe,  Companion  George  M.  Kingbury,  and 
the  Grand  Chaplain,  Companion  Rev.  Francis  Asbury  Blades, 
were  also  taken  away,  as  were  also  Companions  Richard  Row¬ 
land  and  Rev.  D.  Burnham  Tracy,  Past  Grand  Scribes,  and 
Companion  John  W.  Finch,  Past  Grand  High  Priest.  The 
lives  and  Masonic  services  of  these  Companions  were  suitably 
commemorated  by  the  Committee  on  Obituaries,  as  well  as  by 
the  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address. 

Among  the  recommendations  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was 
one  to  relieve  Chapter  members  from  dues  when  they  reach 
the  age  of  65,  instead  of  70,  the  then  existing  age  limit.  An¬ 
other  was  to  contribute  $500  to  the  San  Francisco1  Masonic 
Relief  Committee.  This  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 
Another  was  that  the  Grand  Chapter  should  pay  the  expenses 
of  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  attending  the  funerals  of 
Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers.  This  was  also  adopted. 

In  discussing  the  Masonic  Home  he  commends  the  manage¬ 
ment  and  the  good  work  done,  but  regrets  that  the  plan  O'f 
admissions  to  the  institution  makes  of  it  a  “Poor  House’' 
rather  than  a  “Home.”  To  illustrate  he  says: 

1 

“Then  again,  to  illustrate,  a  party  who  applies  for  admission  has,  say, 
$200.00  in  money,  is  rejected  because  the  rules  of  the  Home  require  that 
an  applicant  must  have  no  means  of  support,  or,  in  other  words,  must 
be  a  pauper.  Now,  this  party  can  stay  away  from  the  Home,  and  soon 
the  $200.00  is  gone,  then,  under  the  rules,  can  be  admitted. 

“Now,  would  it  not  have  been  better  to  say  to  the  applicant:  ‘Yes,  we 
will  admit  you  on  condition  that  you  give  to  the  Home  the  money  you 
now  have.’  Then  put  the  money  on  interest,  using  the  interest  only  to  help 
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maintain  the  applicant,  and  put  the  principal  into  a  fund  as  a  nucleus  to 
be  added  to,  with  a  view  of  creating  a  reserve  fund.  This  I  do  not  think 
can  be  done  in  a  moment;  it  will  take  time  and  careful  legislation  in  order 
to  make  it  successful.” 

It  is  a  valuable  suggestion  worthy  of  serious  attention  and 
consideration  not  only  in  Michigan  but  in  every  jurisdiction 
where  a  Masonic  Home  is  located. 

The  reports  of  the  other  Grand  Officers  and  committees 
show  complete  and  systematic  work  in  every  department  and 
reflect  lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  for 
which  the  Michigan  Companions  are  distinguished. 

On  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  the 
so-called  Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia  was  not  recog¬ 
nized  until  such  time  as  the  difference  between  it  and  the  Su¬ 
preme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  may  be  amicably  settled,  or 
further  information  advanced. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  provision  was  made  for  an  increase 
of  the  Grand  Secretary’s  salary.  Companion  Conover  must 
bestow  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to  the  office,  and  in 
addition  furnishes  a  voluminous  Report  on  Correspondence. 
In  this  he  devotes  kindly  attention  to  the  Proceedings  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  1904.  In  the  conclusion  he  expresses  a  justifiable 
pride  in  the  work  and  position  of  Michigan  in  the  sisterhood 
of  Grand  Chapters. 

Clark  E.  Spencer,  Port  Huron,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Charles  A.  Conover,  Coldwater,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

T.  F.  P. 


MINNESOTA,  1906. 

Forty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  at  St. 
Paul,  October  9,  1906,  Grand  High  Priest,  Frederick  Bloom. 
Among  the  notables  present  was  the  General  Grand  King  of 
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the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  Companion 
Nathan  Kingsley,  who>  was  received  with  formal  honors. 

We  learn  from  the  Grand  Hig'h  Priest’s  address  that  two 
Chapters  were  constituted  during  the  year,  and  two  others 
started  under  dispensation  to  which  Charters  were  granted  at 
this  session  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Dispensations  were  granted  in  a  number  of  cases  to'  ballot 
on  petitions  out  of  the  regular  time,  which  was  mildly  criticised 
and  the  practice  discouraged  by  the  Committee  011  Jurispru¬ 
dence.  They  approved  his  decisions,  one  o-f  which  rules  that 
the  standing  of  a  member  in  his  Chapter  is  not  affected  by  loss 
of  membership  in  his  Lodge  for  non-payment  of  dues.  This, 
no  doubt,  is  in  harmony  with  the  laws  peculiar  to>  the-  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  which  is  the  opposite  of  ours. 

Including  the  appropriation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  $780  was 
contributed  from  the  jurisdiction  to  the  San  Francisco  suf¬ 
ferers. 

The  Grand  Chapter  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  as  shown, 
by  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary. 
The  annual  net  gain  in  membership  of  the  Chapters  was  the 
greatest  in  its  history. 

In  the  evening  after  the  close  of  the  Grand  Chapter  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  exemplified  by  the  officers  of  St.  Paul 
Chapter. 

Companion  Thomas  Montgomery  again  writes  the  Report 
on  Correspondence,  presenting  the  important  events  in  the 
Capitular  field  that  transpired  the  previous  year.  Our  pro¬ 
ceedings  for  1905  are  given  extended  and  kindly  notice, 

William  Todd,  Austin,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Thomas  Montgomery,  St.  Paul,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

T.  F.  P. 
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.  MISSISSIPPI,  1906. 

Fifty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  was 
held  at  Brookhaven,  February  22,  1906,  Grand  High  Priest  E. 
Ernest  Clement  presiding.  In  his  annual  address  he  reports 
two  new  Chapters  constituted  and  the  Charter  of  one  other  ar¬ 
rested  for  the  reason  that  it  had  not  met  nor  paid  dues  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  for  three  years. 

No  decisions  of  consequence  were  announced. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  mS.de  few  visitations  to  the  Chap¬ 
ters  ;  he  had  hard  work  to  get  some  one  to  perform  the  duties 
of  Grand  Lecturer ;  and  found  a  general  unfamiliarity  with  the 
authorized  ritualistic  work,  while  most  of  the  officers  of  Chap¬ 
ters  were  depending  upon  spurious  and  unauthorized  publica¬ 
tions  to  confer  the  degrees. 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  complains  that  the  Chapters 
do  not  make  returns  or  pay  their  dues  regularly.  He  says : 

“We  are  carrying  upon  our  rolls  a  number  of  Chapters  which  have  not 
made  their  returns  for  the  current  year  and  some  of  which  have  been  in 
default  for  several  years.  *  *  *  I  doubt  if  any  Grand  Chapter  is  as 

indulgent  as  we  are  in  this  matter  of  returns.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  how¬ 
ever,  that  with  the  exception  of  but  a  few,  all  the  Chapters  have  managed 
to  at  least  get  in  a  return  every  other  year,  etc.” 

He  also  complains  that  some  of  the  Chapter  Secretaries  do 
not  pay  any  attention  to  his  official  letters  to  them.  It  looks 
as  if  the  Grand  Chapter  needs  a  strong  hand  to1  do  some  or¬ 
ganizing  work  and  to  apply  discipline. 

Committee  on  Subordinate  Chapters  said  this  in  its  report : 

“We  note  the  just  criticism  of  our  Grand  Secretary  as  regards  the 
delay  of  Secretaries  of  Subordinate  Chapters  in  getting  their  returns  to 
him.  This  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Companions  will  realize  the  importance 
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of  electing  Secretaries  who  will  attend  to  their  duties,  and  thus  obviate 
the  necessity  for  a  repetition  of  this  criticism.” 

That  is  not  so  bad  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  listen  to  this  from  a 
special  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  matter  of  delayed 
returns : 

« 

“The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Grand 
Secretary’s  report  as  relates  to  the  failure  of  many  Chapters  to  make  their 
returns  as  required  by  law,  in  season  to  enable  their  dues  to  be  reported 
to  the  current  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
inasmuch  as  the  Grand  Secretary  does  not  mind  the  additional  work  which 
the  indifference  of  the  Chapters  entails  upon  him  by  reason  of  their 
neglect  to  make  their  returns,  as  required  by  Capitular  law,  and  although 
his  duties  are  manifold  and  arduous,  we  know  of  no  better  procedure  than 
for  our  efficient  Grand  Secretary  to  redouble  his  importunities  with  the 
Chapters  in  default  by  repeated  notices,  hoping  by  this  means  they  may 
be  shamed  into  a  discharge  of  this  important  duty.” 

Our  Companions  of  Mississippi  seem  to  have  a  superabund¬ 
ance  of  patience  and  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  but  if 
present  plans  fail,  we  humbly  suggest  a  policy  something  like 
the  "big  stick.”  In  the  meantime  the  poor  overburdened 
Grand  Secretary  must  take  his  chances. 

Action  on  the  matter  of  rituals  was  sofmewhat  more  vigorous 
in  the  adoption  of  this  resolution: 

“Resolved,  It  shall  be  an  offense  punishable  with  suspension  for  any 
Royal  Arch  Mason  to  have  in  possession  any  expose  of  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sonry,  and  with  expulsion  to  make  use  of  the  same  in  the  work  of  the 
Chapter.” 

That  sounds  like  business. 

One  other  act  of  positive  legislation:  was  adopted,  viz.,  to 
give  the  Grand  Lecturer  a  salary  of  $125  per  month;  requiring 
him  to  visit  every  Chapter;  to'  devote  his  entire  time  to  the 
work  and  follow  no  other  occupation  while  drawing  salary; 
to  give  especial  attention  to  the  instruction  of  Chapter  officers 
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in  the  authorized  adopted  work  and  permit  no  innovations 
therein;  and  to  make  monthly  reports  to  the  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Companion  P.  M.  Savery  made  the  Report  on  Correspond¬ 
ence,  in  which  he  reviews  Pennsylvania,  1904,  giving  little  at¬ 
tention  to  the  Proceedings  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  but  generous 
with  our  Committee  on  Correspondence.  Therein  lie  makes 
a  mistake,  as  our  department  is  the  least  important  to  the  juris¬ 
diction,  and  as  he  says,  some  of  us  are  but  “spring  chickens,” 
and,  we  would  add,  do'  not  crow. 

His  hobby  continues  to  be  “the  ritual,”  and  lie  appears  to  be 
out  of  harmony  with  his  own  Grand  Chapter  on  the  subject. 
We  would  bid  Companion  Savery  a  welcome  to  Pennsylvania 
where  he  can  be  at  rest  on  the  ritual  subject. 

William  A.  Bodenhamer,  Okolona,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

T.  F.  P. 

MISSOURI,  1906. 

Sixtieth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  at  Kansas 
City,  April  24,  1906,  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Nathan 
J.  S wetland  presiding. 

During  the  preceding  year  death  took  away  Companion 
Thomas  E.  Garrett,  Grand  High  Priest  in  1865,  and  Compan¬ 
ion  Joseph  S.  Brown,  Grand  High  Priest  in  1876.  Both  were 
distinguished  Masons,  each  having  been  also  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri.  Suitable  action  was  taken 
by  the  Committee  on  Necrology. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  announces  peace  and 
prosperity  in  the  jurisdiction,  a  fair  numerical  increase,  and 
finances  in  good  shape. 
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Dispensations  were  granted  for  two  new  Chapters. 

He  had  been  asked  to1  decide  whether  a  Companion  could  be 
elected  an  honorary  member  of  a  Chapter  and  relieved  of  the 
payment  of  dues.  He  decided  that  the  Chapter  could  remit 
local  dues,  but  Grand  Chapter  dues  would  have  to  be  paid  for 
him.  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  dissented  from  his 
opinion  on  the  ground  that  honorary  membership  is  only  a 
compliment  extended  by  a  Chapter  to-  a  member  of  another 
Chapter,  and  carries  with  it  no  regular  membership  rights  or 
liabilities,  which  seems  to  us  to-  be  the  correct  view. 

He  stated  that  many  Chapters  in  the  State  were  in  an  un¬ 
healthy  condition  on  account  of  infrequent  meetings,  inability 
to  do  the  work  properly,  etc.,  and  suggested  for  a  remedy  that 
they  should  have  a  Grand  Lecturer  constantly  in  the  field  to- 
look  after  them.  To  carry  out  the  suggestion  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  comprehensive  amendments  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
laws  were  offered  by  one  of  the  Companions  which  provided 
that  the  Grand  High  Priest  should  be  ex-officio  Grand  Lec¬ 
turer;  that  he  should  appoint  State  Lecturers;  and  hold  schools 
of  instruction  to  qualify  them  for  their  duties;  and  prescribing 
their  duties  and  compensation.  A  committee  to  which  the 
amendments  were  referred  did  not  think  they  would  afford  the 
relief  desired,  recommended  that  they  be  not  adopted,  and  that 
the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  report 
a  plan  at  the  next  Convocation,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Before  closing  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  makes 
complimentary  mention  of  Orient  Chapter,  of  Kansas  City, 
which  had  increased  its  membership  from  823  to  1,020  during 
the  year.  This  compares  favorably  with  the  two  Chapters, 
of  Pennsylvania  of  largest  membership,  viz.,  Harmony  1.184. 
and  Oriental,  1,186  members. 

The  new  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Robert  F.  Stevenson 
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made  his  first  report,  not  only  for  that  office,  but  also  as  Grand 
Lecturer  and  Committee  on  Correspondence.  He  was  a  busy 
man  during  the  year.  His  work  appears  to  be  characterized 
by  thoroughness  and  attention  to  details. 

.  Reports  of  officers  of  the  Masonic  Home  are  interesting.  A 
new  building  was  erected  during*  the  year,  towards  the  cost  of 
which  the  Grand  Chapter  g*ave  $10,000  and  which  was  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  Eastern  Star,  at  a  cost  exceeding  $2,000.  The 
Home  maintains  15 1  persons.  It  is  a  well-conducted  charity. 
In  this  line  it  is  noted  that  the  Grand  Chapter  did  not  forget 
the  afflicted  San  Francisco  Companions,  having  appropriated 
$1,000  for  their  relief. 

The  regretted  lack  of  information  and  familiarity  with  the 
ritual  in  the  Chapters  did  not  deter  a  movement  to  effect  an¬ 
other  change  in  the  work.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  ex¬ 
amine  and  suggest  changes  in  the  Past  Master's  degree  “as 
may  be  more  suggestive  of  the  purposes  of  the  degree  and 
more  instructive  and  interesting  to  its  recipients.”  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  when  they  get  it  ready  for  the  Chapters,  the  Chap¬ 
ters  will  be  ready  for  it. 

Companion  Stevenson’s  first  Report  on  Correspondence  is 
a  skillful  and  entertaining  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Chapters  except  Arkansas  and  Pennsylvania.  He  says 
we  “failed  in  making  a  first  formal  call,  and  etiquette  forbids 
the  friendly  visit  until  relations  are  established,”  and  he  re¬ 
grets  this  “oversight,”  as  Pennsylvania  is  his  native  State. 
We  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  he  means,  and  have  re¬ 
ferred  this  matter  of  propriety  to  the  “riddle  department.” 

Tandy  A.  Dunn,  Bethany,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Robert  F.  Stevenson,  St.  Louis,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
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MONTANA,  1905. 

Sixteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at 
Butte,  September  19,  1905,  Grand  High  Priest  H.  T.  Cum- 
ming  in  the  chair.  In  his  annual  address  he  finds  cause  for 
rejoicing  in  the  abundant  Crops  and  bounteous  products  of  the 
mines  of  their  State,  and  finds  a  relation  of  happy  homes  and 
comfortable  firesides  to  a  wider  acceptance  of  the  cardinal 
principles  of  our  Fraternity.  The  inference  is  that  a  man  can 
love  his  neighbor  as  himself  much  easier  on  a  full  stomach. 
Montana  is  not  the  only  country  where  that  rule  applies. 

The  increase  in  membership  was  not  large  in  the  jurisdiction, 
but  he  savs : 

“In  their  respective  localities,  I  find  that  our  Companions  are  leaders 
in  all  things  that  pertain  to  good  citizenship,  influential,  in  civic  affairs, 
prominent  in  social  life,  and  exemplary  in  their  professional  and  business 
relations.” 

He  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  the  jurisdiction  and  found 
evidences  of  healthy  and  vigorous  conditions.  He  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  be  amended 
to  change  the  spelling  of  the  word  ‘‘vails’"  to  “veils.”  This 
was  referred  to  the  Jurisprudence  Committee. 

The  reports  of  other  officers  and  the  committees  were  gen¬ 
erally  of  routine  character. 

Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Cornelius  Hedges,  furnished 
the  Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  Pennsylvania,  1904, 
is  fraternally  discussed.  His  survey  of  Capitular  Masonry 
persuades  him  that  “it  is  still  growing  in  members,  in  charac¬ 
ter  and  influence.”  Of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  he  says  : 

“As  the  results  of  the  action  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  its  last 
Triennial  become  better  known,  there  seems  to  be  greater  respect  paid  to 
its  authority  and  influence.  It  is  accepted  for  what  it  is,  as  an  advisory 
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body,  without  powers  of  disciplining,  or  other  means  of  enforcing  its  decis¬ 
ions  or  requests  than  by  appealing  to  reason  and  the  general  welfare. 

“We  think  it  is  more  and  more  generally  conceded  that  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  should  control  the  ritual  as  the  only  way  to  secure  general 
uniformity.  Even  jurisdictions  that  have  rituals  of  their  own  are  con¬ 
forming  them  more  and  more  to  that  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and 
some,  in  order  to  get  a  fuller  supply  for  all  the  officers,  are  publishing 
identical  copies  of  General  Grand  Chapter  rituals.” 

Francis  D.  Jones,  Helena,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Cornelius  Hedges,  Helena,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

T.  F.  P. 


NEBRASKA,  1905. 

Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  at  Omaha,  December  13, 

I9°5- 

In  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Francis  McGiverin, 
first  announces  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Robert 
W.  Furnas,  '‘strong,  sturdy  and  fearless,”  and  who  had  done 
much  for  the  upbuilding  of  Masonry  in  Nebraska. 

Nothing  of  general  interest  is  reported  touching  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest;  the  condition 
of  a  few  Chapters  is  mentioned,  a  few  unimportant  dispensa¬ 
tions,  no  decisions,  and  only  one  Chapter  visited  besides  that 
to  which  the  Grand  High  Priest  belonged,  because  his  time 
was  "so  occupied  with  personal  matters.”  He  says,  however, 
"that  with  the  exception  of  visiting  Chapters,”  he  had  done 
“all  that  seemed  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  Fraternity  in 
this  jurisdiction.” 

The  reports  of  other  officers  and  committees  show  a  small 
incfease  in  membership,  a  comfortable  balance  in  the  treasury, 
prosperous  conditions  at  the  Masonic  Ho(me,  and  the  Chapters 
generally  in  good  shape,  except  that  the  Secretaries  are  careless 
about  their  returns  to  the  Grand  Chapter. 
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Companion  Charles  J.  Phelps  makes  his  fourteenth  Report 
on  Correspondence.  He  presents  the  salient  features  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Chapters  in  a  concise  way, 
among  them  Pennsylvania  for  1904,  in  which  he  finds  some¬ 
thing  of  interest  and  apparently  to  approve. 

William  W.  Wright,  Beatrice,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Francis  E.  White,  Omaha,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

T.  F.  P. 


NEVADA,  1906. 

Thirty-third  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  at  Reno, 
June  11,  1906. 

Of  the  nine  Chapters  in  the  jurisdiction,  six  were  repre¬ 
sented.  The  attendance  was  numbered  by  twenty-seven,  in¬ 
cluding  Grand  and  Past  Grand  officers. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  George 
Gillson,  begins  with  a  discourse  on  brotherly  sympathy  as  an 
elementary  duty  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  every-day  affairs 
of  life. 

He  recommends  that  a  change  in  the  law  be  made  making- 
membership  in  the  Chapter  dependent  upon  membership  in  the 
Lodge.  This  was  adopted. 

He  stated  that  While  there  had  been  no  increase  in  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  Chapters  it  pleased  him  to  be  able  to  say 
they  were  in  as  “prosperous  condition  as  could  be  expected 
under  existing  circumstances.”  What  the  “existing  circum¬ 
stances”  were  he  does  not  describe,  but  judging  from  the  elab¬ 
orate  advertisements  in  Eastern  newspapers  of  stock  compan¬ 
ies  to  develop  newly-discovered  gold  prospects  in  Nevada 
(shares  selling  for  five  cents  and  upwards)  we  presume  more 
attention  was  absorbed  in  gold  propositions  than  in  Royal 
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Arch  Masonry.  We  hope  that  when  the  Mender  feet”  from 
this  side  of  the  continent  have  all  been  gathered  in,  a  ‘‘boom” 
will  take  place  in  R.  A.  M. 

In  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  also  of  the  Finance 
Committee  it  is  stated  that  dues  from  subordinate  Chapters 
would  not  equal  the  expenses  of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  it  was  ordered  to  levy  an  extra  assessment 
to  make  ends  meet. 

Companion  Vanderlieth's  report  on  Correspondence  is 
pleasant  reading  as  usual,  especially  as  he  has  nice  things  to 
say  of  Pennsylvania  for  1905. 

Charles  L.  Fulstone,  Carson  City,  M.  E.  Grand  Higdi  Priest. 

Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City,  R.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary.  T.  F.  P. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK,  1905. 

Eighteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  held 
at  St.  John,  August  23,  1905,  Grand  High  Priest  Frank  A. 
Godsoe,  presiding.  In  his  annual  address  he  does  not  waste 
any  time  or  words  with  extraneous  matter,  but  goes  direct  to 
the  business  of  the  meeting. 

A  feature  of  the  Convocation  was  the  reception  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  Executive  Cojmniittee  reported  a  communication  from 
the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland,  stating 
that  they  had  declined  to  recognize  the  “Grand  Chapter  of 
Western  Australia/'  and  requesting  that  all  loyal  Chapters 
and  Companions  act  accordingly.  No  action  was  taken  in  the 
matter. 

The  Ritual  Committee  reported  a  revised  ritual  and  formula 
for  examination  of  candidates  before  advancement,  and,  with 
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some  modifications  of  the  former,  they  were  adopted.  It  was 

ordered  that  typewritten  copies  of  the  new  ritual  be  furnished 

to  the  Chapters.  We  congratulate  our  Companions  of  New 

Brunswick  that  the  matter  of  uniformity  of  ritual,  which  has 

vexed  them  for  some  years,  has  at  last  been  settled.  They  can 

* 

now  feel  that  they  all  belong’  to  the  same  Capitular  family. 

This  was  about  the  only  important  business  determined  at 
the  Convocation. 

Companion  William  B.  Wallace,  who  had  been  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  for  six  years,  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the 
other  officers  elected,  except  Grand  Treasurer,  appear  not  to 
have  served  in  the  Grand  offices  previously. 

William  B.  Wallace,  St.  John,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

J.  Twining  Hartt,  St.  John,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

T.  F.  P. 


NEW  JERSEY,  1906. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Fiftieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey  are  set  forth  in  a  neat  volume 
of  about  450  pages,  including  the  appendix.  This  Convoca¬ 
tion  is  a  notable  one,  being  the  semi-centennial  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  was  held  in  the  rooms  of 
Three-Times-Three  Chapter,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  May  9,  1906. 

All  the  Grand  Officers  were  present,  also  20  Past  Grand 
Officers,  83  Past  High  Priests,  67  Representatives  of  Subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters,  38  of  Grand  Chapters  and  a  list  of  distinguished 
visitors  such  as  we  doubt  not  never  before  assembled  in  that 
grand  jurisdiction,  including  ML  E.  Grand:  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  of  New  York,  Derrick  Brown,  ac¬ 
companied  by  other  Grand  Officers,  Past  Grand  Officers  and 
other  Companions  of  his  grand  jurisdiction;  also  Comp.  M.  E. 
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J.  Henry  Williams,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
his  Grand  Officers  ;  also'  Comp.  M.  E.  Jacob  F.  Mynich.  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  Delaware  ;  also  M.  E,  Comp.  Harry  W. 
Lowe,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware ;  also 
M.  E.  Comp.  Harry  Hunt,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 

Chapter  of  Massachusetts;  also  M.  E.  Comp.  Arthur  G.  Pol- 

* 

lard,  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  R.  A.  M.  of  XI.  S.  of  A.;  also  M.  W.  Bnx  Walter  Chand¬ 
ler,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  F.  &  A.  M.  of  New  Jersey. 

The  foregoing'  were  introduced  and  received  separately  by 
appropriate  remarks  from  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  happy 
and  interesting  responses  by  the  visiting'  Companions  and  in 
each  case  the  honors  of  Capitular  Masonry  were  duly  ex¬ 
tended. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  pervaded  throughout 
with  a  commendable  spirit  of  devoutness,  opens  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  beautiful  language  and  splendid  sentiment: 

“Companions  : — At  this  season  of  the  year,  when  all  animate  and 
inanimate  nature,  filled  with  life  and  glowing  with  beauty,  is  offering  its 
tribute  of  thankfulness  to  the  Creator  and  giver  of  all  good,  we  assemble 
in  the  Fiftieth  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  it  is  fitting  that 
we,  also,  offer  our  heartfelt  expressions  of  gratitude  that  we  have  been 
spared  during  the  year  past,  that  we  have  been  protected  from  seen  and 
unseen  dangers,  that  once  more  we  may  meet  and  greet  those  grown  dear 
unto  us  by  many  years  of  association.  In  this  spirit  I  greet  you,  my 
Companions,  and  welcome  you  most  cordially  to  this  most  important  and 
interesting  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 
Most  important  because  it  is  the  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  this  Grand 
Body;  most  interesting  because  of  the  opportunities  of  meeting  and  know¬ 
ing  the  large  number  of  notable  guests  who  have  come  to  honor  our  celebra¬ 
tion,  and  share  with  us  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  festivities.” 

In  consequence  of  their  appropriate  fitness  we  quote  in  full 
two  quotations  from  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  under 
“Our  Fraternal  Dead,”  as  follows: 
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“All  the  rivers  run  into  the  sea ;  yet  the  sea  is  not  full ;  unto  the  place 
whence  the  rivers  come,  thither  they  return  again.” 

“And  ‘as  all  the  rivers  rum  into  the  sea/  so  all  the  days  of  our  life  we 
are  drifting  onward  toward  the  great  ocean  of  eternity.  One  by  one  our 
friends  are  swallowed  up  by  the  waves  and  disappear.  But  for  the  abiding 
faith  that  ‘whence  the  rivers  come,  thither  they  return  again/  all  would 
be  dread  and  apprehension  of  the  inexorable  fate  which  awaits  us.  But 
we  know  there  is  a  haven  sure,  and  though  we  are  apparently  drifting  aim¬ 
lessly  on  the  face  of  the  waters,  there  is  a  steady  current  which  directs  our 
course,  and  will  bring  us  safely  unto  the  desired  landing.” 

The  care  exercised  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  the  matter 
of  granting'  dispensations  meets  with  our  hearty  approval — 
only  three  having  been  granted,  all  for  the  purpose  of  install¬ 
ing  officers  who  were  unavoidably  absent  when  the  other  offi¬ 
cers  were  installed.  We  extend  congratulations  to  the 
Grand  High  Priest  on  refusing'  a  dispensation  to>  elect  offi¬ 
cers  at  a  special  Convocation,  the  Chapter  having  failed  to 
hold  election  at  the  proper  time. 

If  Constitution  and  By-Laws  are  to  be  set  aside  and  ignored 
by  neglect  and  oversight,  they  might  almost  as  well  be  abol¬ 
ished,  and  if  Companions  are  not  sufficiently  interested  to 
“keep  and  observe  the  law,"  they  should  be  required  to  pay 
the  penalty,  and  a  few  exhibitions  of  exact  firmness  such  as 
manifested  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  the  above  instance, 
will,  in  our  opinion,  work  incalculable  good. 

Several  decisions  are  noted  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  two 
of  which  follow : 


“1.  Must  a  Brother,  a  member  of  a  Lodge  in  Pennsylvania,  take  his 
P.  M.  degree  in  a  Pennsylvania  Lodge  before  petitioning  Three-Times- 
Three  Chapter  for  the  Capitular  degrees  ? 

“Ans.  Not  necessarily,  according  to  the  law  of  New  Jersey,  although 
it  would  be  if  a  petition  was  made  to  a  Pennsylvania  Chapter.  In  that 
jurisdiction  the  P.  M.  degree  is  not  one  of  the  Capitular  degrees,  and  is 
required  before  becoming  eligible  to  petition  for  them.  In  New  Jersey  it 
is  a  Capitular  degree.” 
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“2.  A  member  of  -  Lodge  dimits  and  applies  for  membership  in 

-  Lodge  and  is  rejected.  He  is  an  unaffiliated  Mason.  Can  an  unaffili¬ 
ated  Blue  Lodge  Mason  be  elected  to  and  hold  office  of  H.  P.,  K.  and  S. 
in  the  Chapter? 

“Ans.  The  rejection  of  an  application  for  membership  by  a  Blue  Lodge 
has  no  effect  on  his  Capitular  standing.  He  is  not  obliged  by  the  statutes 
of  this  Grand  Chapter  to  continue  his  membership  with  a  Blue  Lodge ;  he 
can  dimit  from  one  at  any  time  and  retain  his  membership  or  hold  office 
in  a  Chapter.  You  can  elect  him  to  any  office  in  your  Chapter.” 

Referring*  to  the  second,  we  regret  that  almost  within  the 
shadow  of  the  sanctuary  of  our  own  Grand  Jurisdiction  of 
Pennsylvania  there  is  a  Grand  Chapter  enacting-,  enforcing 
and  upholding  such  law.  From  our  viewpoint  such  statute 
should  not  be  amended,  but  should  forthwith  be  repealed  and 
wiped  from  the  books.  Last  year  in  reviewing*  New  Jersey 
we  devoted  nearly  three  pages  to  Dependent  Membership, 
emoting  in  full  -the  argument  adduced  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest. 

We  cannot  better  express  our  views  on  this  important  sub¬ 
ject  than  by  again  quoting  the  language  used  by  the  Chairman 
of  our  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  discussing 
this  question  some  time  ago,  viz. : 

“The  question  of  dependent  membership  or  independent  membership 
has  never  been  discussed  in  our  Grand  Chapter.  The  attitude  of  our 
members  toward  their  Blue  Lodge  is  one  of  filial  love  and  reverence.  They 
have  no  desire  to  spurn  her  extended  welcoming  arms  and  turn  to  newer, 
later,  but  not  more  worthy  loves.  Should  a  resolution  favoring  inde¬ 
pendent  membership  make  its  appearance  in  our  Grand  Chapter  the  writer 
will  predict  for  it  short  shift  and  a  speedy  burial.  Pennsylvania  is  loyal  to 
the  Blue.” 

Bearing  further  on  this  subject  we  quote  the  words  used 
by  the  Toastmaster  in  introducing  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
of  F.  &  A.  M.  of  New  Jersey  on  the  occasion  of  the  bi-centen¬ 
nial  banquet  in  connection  with  this  Convocation,  viz. : 
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“  ‘All  that  I  am  or  can  be  I  owe  to  my  angel  mother/  said  Abraham 
Lincoln.  There  is  no  sweeter,  more  tender  or  loving  word  in  the  English 
vocabulary  than  mother.  We  hugged  her  and  kissed  her  as  boys;  we 
venerate  her  and  love  her  still  as  age  creeps  on.  In  progressive  Masonry, 
as  in  nature,  there  must  be  a  progenitor,  and  as  such  we  pay  our  homage 
this  day  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Ancient  and  Honor¬ 
able  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
our  mother.  One  hundred  years  ago  the  Grand  Lodge  gave  permission 
to  certain  members  of  the  Blue  Lodge  to  form  Chapters.  They  sowed  the 
seed ;  we  reap  the  harvest.” 

We  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  or  how  the  good,  loyal 
Companions  of  our  adjoining  sister  Grand  Jurisdiction  can  be 
so  disloyal  to  the  Blue,  and  we  express  the  hope  that  in  the 
not  far  distant  future  they  may  see,  what  we  believe  is,  the  error 
of  their  way  and  legislate  accordingly. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  the  spirit  of  fraternal  philanthropy^ 
manifested  by  the  Companions  of  New  Jersey  in  the  great  and 
awful  California  calamity,  backed  by  what  is  most  important 
and  convincing — a  good,  substantial  contribution  of  hard  cash. 
After  referring  to  the  matter  at  some  length,  the  Grand  Hig'h 
Priest  says: 

“But  while  San  Francisco  suffered  most  on  account  of  her  greater  area 
and  population,  we  must  not  forget  the  adjacent  towns  and  cities  crying  out 
for  succor.  Santa  Rosa,  a  total  desolation  and  shambles ;  the  ruins  of  San 
Jose  blackening  the  landscape;  the  fair  walls  and  towers  of  Berkeley  over¬ 
thrown  ;  Alameda  besides  and  a  score  of  smaller  and  less  well-known  places 
cry  out  to  us  for  help.  Ah !  my  Companions  !  never  before  in  the  history 
of  our  country  have  such  scenes  of  suffering,  desolation  and  ruin  met  our 
eyes.  Chicago  enveloped  in  flames  and  her  people  driven  into  the  waters 
of  the  lake  to  escape  a  fiery  death ;  the  smoking  business  palaces  and  homes 
of  Boston ;  the  hell  of  flaming  destruction  of  Baltimore,  and  the  deadly 
overwhelming  waters  at  Johnstown  and  Galveston  made  us  shudder  and 
turn  our  eyes  away  in  horror,  but  we  stand  appalled  at  the  picture  of  the 
ruin  of  San  Francisco  and  her  sister  towns.  In  other  countries  greater 
catastrophes  and  larger  loss  of  life  have  occurred,  but  not  in  ours.  But 
the  splendid  grit,  courage  and  energy  of  the  American  is  already  at  work, 
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and  San  Francisco,  regenerate,  purified,  will  arise  from  her  ashes  and  be 

fairer  than  ever.  Truly,  to  destroy  Americans,  you  must  annihilate  them.” 

» 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  cash  balance  of 
$2,271.06. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  shows  a  total  membership  of 
4,895  in  December,  1905. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  R.  A. 
Chapter  of  New  Jersey  for  1906  that,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  ab¬ 
solutely  impossible  to  do  justice  to,  or  give  an  adequate  or 
proper  .idea  of,  in  this  review  and  that  is  the  exercises  incident 
to  the  semi-centennial  anniversary.  The  arrangements  were 
certainly  in  the  hands  of  adepts  and  artists. 

The  whole  program  is  printed  ;  we  will  give  only  the 

Postprandial. 

“M.  E.  Comp.  I.  Layton  Register,  P.G.H.P . Toastmaster. 

“Good,  my  friends,  consider  you  are  our  guests.” — King  Lear. 

Introductory . M.  E.  Comp.  Peter  McGill,  G.H.P. 

“Hail  to  the  chief  who  in  triumph  advances.” — Scott, 

“Lady  of  the  Lake.” 

History  . M.  E.  Comp.  I.  Layton  Register,  P.G.H.P. 

“It  is  a  condition  that  confronts  us,  not  a  theory.” — Cleveland. 

Welcome . Comp.  Edward  C.  Stokes,  Governor  of  N.  J. 

“And  once  more  I  shower  a  welcome  on  ye,  welcome  all/' — 

Henry  VII. 

M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey . 

M.W.G.M  and  M.  E.  Comp.  Walter  Chandler. 
“It  has  honored  us;  may  we  honor  it.” — Webster. 

General  Grand  Chapter,  R.A.M.  of  the  U.  S . 

M.  E.  Comp.  Arthur  G.  Pollard,  G.G.H.P. 
“Your  name  is  great  in  mouths  of  wisest  censure.” — Othello. 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New’  York . 

M.  E.  Comp.  Derrick  Brown,  G.H.P. 
“More  is  thy  due,  more  than  all  can  pay.” — Macbeth. 
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Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania . 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams,  G.H.P. 
"This  most  gallant,  illustrious  and  learned  gentleman.” — 

Love’s  Labor  Lost. 

Masonry:  A  System  of  Morality . Rev.  Wm.  IT.  Morgan,  D.D. 

"You’re  welcome,  most  learned  reverend  sir.” — Henry  VIII. 

M.  P.  Grand  Council  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  New  Jersey . 

M.  I.  Comp.  Richard  C.  Chamberlain,  G.M. 
"One  in  hope  and  doctrine,  one  in  charity.” — Gould. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  Knights  Templar  of  New  Jersey . 

R.  E.  Sir  William  Carman,  G.  C. 
"With  spirit  of  honor  edged  sharper  than  your  swords.” — 

Henry  V. 

Good  Night . E.  Comp.  Rev.  Geo.  C.  Maddock,  Grand  Chaplain. 

"This  good  man,  this  just  and  learned  priest.” — Henry  VIII. 

“A  Companion  that  is  cheerful  is  worth  gold/'—  Walton. 

The  remarks  of  the  Toastmaster  as  well  as  the  responses  are 
printed  in  full  and  are  most  happy,  interesting  and  instructive  ; 
to  he  appreciated  they  must  be  read.  As  a  sample  and  speci¬ 
men  we  quote  the  splendid  address  of  our  own  beloved  M.  E. 
Co(mp.  J.  Henry  Williams,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 
H.  R.  A.  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  we  venture  the  state¬ 
ment  that  while  unconsciously  we  may  be  prejudiced  in  his  be¬ 
half  we  feel  that  on  comparison  the  balance  of  the  addresses 
average  up  well  with  his. 

"Mr.  Toastmaster: — What  you  have  said  a  few  moments  ago  reminds 
me  somewhat  of  the  ideals  of  life.  In  the  profane  world,  the  young 
man  starting  out  has  his  aspirations;  most  beautiful  ideals  to  look  up  to, 
and  all  of  a  sudden  he  gets  a  shower  bath,  and  one  by  one  the  fond 
illusions  of  youth  are  shattered  and  pass  away  from  him  forever.  I  come 
from  the  oldest  Grand  Chapter — certainly  the  oldest  on  the  Continent, 
and  perhaps  in  the  world — to  speak  to  you  of  a  mother’s  love,  and  now 
you  tell  me  we  do  not  occupy  that  relation  with  you.  A  mother’s  love 
is  the  most  sacred,  the  sweetest,  the  purest  sentiment  that  exists  in  human¬ 
ity,  and  I  want  to  speak  to  you  as  a  mother  to  her  child  of  fifty  years. 
Even  though  we  may  not  have  been  present  at  the  quickening,  or  have  gone 
through  travail  at  the  birth,  yet  I  say  to  you  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
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Pennsylvania  looks  upon  New  Jersey  as  one  of  her  children,  and  I  ex¬ 
press  to  you  the  love  of  a  mother — a  mother  willing  at  any  time  to  help 
you  if  you  feel  the  need. 

‘‘I  believe  I  should  stop  now,  for,  after  all  you  have  heard  to-night, 
to  attempt  to  add  to  it  will  be  trying  to  ‘paint  the  lily’  or  to  ‘gild  refined 
gold.’  And  yet  the  thoughts  ran  through  my  mind  as  I  sat  here  listening 
to  the  others*:  What  is  Freemasonry?  Simply  association?  Man,  by 
himself,  had  rights  which  are  absolute ;  but  when  others  come  he  has  rela¬ 
tive  rights,  because  he  had  to  give  up  some  of  his  absolute  rights  in  order 
to  obtain  those  which  came  by  association  and  through  that  associa¬ 
tion  comes  that  which  we  call  government;  and  government  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  an  institution  formed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  united  and  joint  action  of  the  individual.  And,  as  in  civil  life,  so 
in  Masonic  life — we  must  have  government  to  carry  out  our  joint  and 
united  efforts. 

“The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of %  Pennsylvania  has  a 
system  of  government  that  is  unique.  It  is  a  despotism,  because,  when 
once  elected,  the  power  of  the  presiding  officer  cannot  be  questioned  nor 

reviewed. 

“You  take  what  I  may  call  the  material  and  physical  rights  as  you 
find  them  in  the  Symbolic  Degrees,  where  you  are  taught  the  lessons  of 
secrecy  and  obedience  and  fraternal  duties,  and  what  are  they?  We  can 
put  them  into  a  nutshell — ‘to  live  honestly,  to  hurt  nobody,  and  to  render 
to  every  man  his  due.’  But  when  w^e  cross  the  threshold,  and  come  into 
that  particular  branch  of  Masonry  which  we  represent  to-night,  you  pass 
from  the  material  and  physical,  and  you  enter  upon  the  intellectual  and 
moral;  you  have  lessons  of  friendship,  of  unity,  of  fervency,  of  zeal,  of 
purity,  and  of  holiness.  These  are  taught  in  the  Capitular  system,  and 
they  are  taught  to  the  fullest  understanding;  they  are  taught  as  a  lesson 
to  guide  us  on  the  pathway  of  life ;  they  are  taught  us  so  that  we  may,  by 
reason  of  the  effect  of  the  teaching,  learn  to  live  uprightly  and  to  walk 
straightly  upon  our  pathway,  shedding  beams  of  brightness  and  sunshine 
upon  those  writh  whom  we  are  brought  into  contact.  In  a  word,  they  are 
Faith,  Hope  and  Charity. 

“  ‘For  forms  of  government  let  fools  contest, 

Whate’er  is  best  administered  is  best. 

For  modes  of  faith  let  graceless  zealots  fight, 

He  can’t  be  wrrong  whose  life  is  in  the  right. 

In  Faith  and  Hope  the  world  will  disagree, 

But  all  mankind’s  corcern  is  Charity.’ 
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“And  again,  ‘The  desire  for  power  in  excess  caused  the  angels  to  fall. 
The  desire  for  knowledge  in  excess  caused  man  to  fall.’ 

“  ‘But  in  charity  there  is  no  excess,  and  neither  man  nor  angel  can  come 
into  danger  from  it.’ 

“The  great,  the  beautiful  lesson  that  is  taught  in  the  Capitular  system 
is  charity.  Charity,  not  in  the  giving  out  of  money,  but  the  charity 
that  ‘suffereth  long  and  is  kind.’  Let  us  take  that  mantle  of  charity  and 
throw  it  around  ourselves  to  cover  our  imperfections,  and  let  its  folds 
be  wide  enough  and  long  enough  to  cover  the  faults  of  our  poor  and 
erring  brother. 

“Where  can  you  find  Masonry  best  exemplified?  Is  it  in  the  land  of 
the  Slav,  where  you  have  despotism  on  one  side  and  Siberia  on  the  other? 
Is  it  with  the  Latin,  where  you  have  spasmodic  governments  on  one 
side  and  revolution  on  the  other?  Or  is  it  in  the  land  of  the  Anglo-Saxon, 
where  liberty  and  not  license  prevails?  Where  a  due  regard  for  the  rights 
of  others  is  held  up  as  one  of  the  brightest  beams  of  the  stars  to  which  we 
may  look?  And  is  it  not  in  the  land  where  the  ballot  prevails  and  not  the 
bullet?  And  that  reminds  me  of  a  little  story  that  is  perhaps  apropos 
at  the  present  time.  At  a  banquet  in  an  European  capital,  during  the  toasts 
and  speeches,  the  Ambassador  from  Russia  arose  and  said  to  those  as¬ 
sembled  ‘I  represent  the  greatest  nation  of  the  world,  like  unto  the  sun  that 
sheds  its  beams  o’er  all  the  earth.’  Another,  from  one  of  the  Latin  coun¬ 
tries,  arose  and  said :  ‘I  give  to  my  brother  the  right  to  call  himself  a  sun, 
but  I  represent  the  moon.  When  the  sun  is  slowly  sinking  to  rest,  I  rise 
and  shed  the  milder  beams  o’er  a  good  portion  of  the  earth.’  And  then 
the  third,  a  modest,  unassuming  gentleman,  arose  in  his  turn  and 
said:  ‘The  Slav  has  claimed  the  right  to  be  called  the  sun,  and  the 
Latin  the  right  to  be  called  the  moon,  but  I  stand  for  the  civilization  that 
is  like  unto  Joshua  of  old,  who  said  to  the  sun  and  said  to  the  moon: 
“Stand  Still”  !  And  they  stood.’ 

“Let  me  quote  to  you  a  few  lines  in  conclusion.  I  would  like  to  en¬ 
large  upon  the  subject  that  I  have  only  briefly  adverted  to,  but  time  does 
not  permit : 


“  ‘When  the  dreams  of  life  are  fled, 

When  all  its  wasted  hopes  are  dead, 

When  in  cold  oblivion’s  shade 
Wealth,  power  and  fame  are  laid, 

By  the  power  of  faith  and  works  of  right, 
Beyond  the  portals  guarded  by  veils  of  white, 
Where  spirits  immortal  ever  reign, 

There  we  shall  surely  meet  again.’  ” 
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A  very  interesting  feature  is  the  history  of  the  Grand  R.  A. 

•  _ _ 

Chapter  of  New  Jersey  for  fifty  years,  prepared  by  M.  E. 
Comp.  I.  Layton  Register,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  which  covers  about 
seventy  pages  and  gives  a  concise  chronological  account  from 
1856  to  and  including  1906,  and  is  embellished  with  photo¬ 
graphs  in  miniature  of  every  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  New 
Jersey.  The  volume  is  illumined  at  intervals  by  splendid  full- 
page  portraits  of  the  following  Past  Grand  High  Priests : 
D.  C.  Adams,  1906;  Israel  Baldwin,  1866;  David  S'.  Battey, 
1869;  William  H.  Grosscup,  1901,  and  Nelson  Y.  Dungan, 
1902. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  inter¬ 
esting  and  is  convincing  evidence  of  earnest,  thoughtful,  con¬ 
scientious  work  on  the  part  of  our  Grand  Representative, 
Henry  S.  Haines,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  by  whom  it  has  been  submit¬ 
ted.  Nearly  eight  pages  is  devoted  to  a  review  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  while  he  extends  some  criticism  it  is  of  such  char¬ 
acter  that  it  deserves  consideration. 

Daniel  Adams,  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  M.  E,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Leonard  L.  Great*,  Passaic,  N.  J.,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  E.  U. 


NEW  MEXICO,  1906. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New  Mexico1  was  held  in  the  hall  of 
Rio  Grande  Chapter  No.  4,  in  the  City  of  Albuquerque,  on 
Wednesday,  October  17,  1906. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  opens  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

“Companions  : — At  our  last  Convocation  you  intrusted  to  me  the 
stewardship  of  this  august  Order.  Since  then,  the  resistless  flight  of 
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time  has  marked  the  toll  of  another  year.  Winter,  with  its  snows,  Spring¬ 
time,  with  its  awakening  life;  Summer,  with  its  joy  and  gladness,  and 
Autumn,  with  its  bounteous  crops  (evidences  of  the  paternal  goodness 
of  the  Omnipotent  Jehovah)  ;  all  have  passed  in  quick  succession,  and,  to¬ 
gether  with  its  load  of  human  joy  and  misery,  have  been  swallowed  up  in 
the  vortex  of  time,  and  we  have  once  more  assembled  in  this  pleasant  hall 
to  renew  acquaintances  and  to  again  consider  the  welfare  of  our  beloved 
Order.  I  greet  you,  my  Companions,  and  ere  the  past  shall  be  forever  lost 
in  the  ocean  of  infinitude,  pause  awhile  to  render  an  account  of  that 
stewardship  with  which  you  so  generously  intrusted  me,  and  in  due  time 
turn  over  the  gavel  of  authority  and  responsibility  to  the  one  who  shall  be 
my  successor. 

“In  presenting  our  report  and  in  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year,  we 
can  truly  say  Jehovah  has  not  been  unmindful  of  his  people.  The  Great 
High  Priest  of  the  universe  has  not  dealt  harshly  with  us.  Our  beauti¬ 
ful  New  Mexico,  by  reason  of  the  abundant  blessings  o£  the  Almighty,  is 
in  a  condition  of  prosperity  heretofore  unattained,  and  this  prosperous 
condition  of  the  citizens  is  reflected  in  the  prosperous  condition  and  sub¬ 
stantial  growth  of  our  Order,  a  growth  that  is  remarkable  when  we  con¬ 
sider  that  it  is  not  attained  through  solicitation  or  persuasion.  The  initi¬ 
ative  of  Our  growth  must  first  come  from  one’s  own  longings  and  ardent 
desires,  from  the  very  heart,  and  while  this  growth  has  been  healthy,  1 
am  convinced  that  it  has  not  been  in  any  way  attained  at  the  expense  of 
the  proper  qualifications  of  the  individual  members.  It  has  been  my  great 
privilege  and  pleasure  to  meet  with  nearly  our  entire  membership,  and  I 
am  sure  the  personnel  of  the  same  is  such  that  would  add  both  strength 
and  grace  to  any  Order.” 

February  5,  .1906,  the  Grand  High  Priest  instituted  Ala¬ 
mogordo  Chapter,  No.  1. 

Considering  the  intervening  distances  the  Grand  High  Priest 
made  a  remarkable  record,  visiting  every  one  of  his  subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters,  and  devotes  over  five  pages,  giving  an  account 
of  his  visitations,  closing  with 

“I  found  great  interest  taken  in  Capitular  Masonry  and  a  desire  every¬ 
where  to  conform  to  the  laws  as  promulgated  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New  Mexico  and  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  With  the  exceptions  noted,  there  is  great  enthusiasm  mani¬ 
fested,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  Capitular  Masonry  has  had  a 
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healthy  growth  during  the  year,  which  is  another  evidence  that  our  Terri¬ 
tory  is  rapidly  climbing  up  to  its  place  among  the  older  communities  of 
this  great  country.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  expresses  our  view  when  he  says : 

“I  have  discouraged  and  always  avoided,  whenever  possible,  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  special  dispensations,” 

and  accordingly  granted  only  four  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  makes  the  following  recommenda¬ 
tions  : 

1.  After  discussing  the  good  that  might  and  could  be  ac¬ 
complished  by  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  performing  the 
duties  incident  to  their  respective  positions,  and  intimating  that 
they  have  wholly  neglected  doing  so  in  his  Grand  Jurisdiction, 
he  says : 

“We  should  exact  a  report  from  them  of  duty  well  done  or  duty  neglect¬ 
ed,  or  otherwise,  as  we  did  with  exchange  of  Grand  Representatives,  abolish 
them. 

“2.  That  the  Grand  Secretary  procure  sufficient  copies  both  of  the  adopt¬ 
ed  monitors  and  also  ciphers  so  that  Subordinate  Chapters  may  get  all  of 
their  supplies  of  that  character  from  him,  which  would  insure  uniformity 
and  probably  save  expense. 

“3.  That  the  Secretary  of  Chapters  be  instructed  to  file  with  the  Grand 
Secretary  a  complete  list  of  officers  within  one  week  from,  the  time  of 
the  annual  election  in  December  and  that  either  the  printing  of  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  be  delayed  until  the  receipt  of  such  returns 
or  if  that  is  undesirable  that  the  Grand  Secretary  have  an  extra  sheet 
printed  containing  the  newly  elected  officers’  names  in  the  several  Chap¬ 
ters,  which  could  be  attached  to  the  printed  report,  this  to  avoid  the  great 
inconvenience  incident  to  not  having  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the  several 
Chapters  printed  in  the  Proceedings.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a  balance  of  $1,648.27. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  a  total  member¬ 
ship  of  626,  which  is  a  net  gain  of  40  over  1905. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand  High  Priest’s 
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address  is  a  flattering-  approval  of  all  of  his  actions  and  con¬ 
cludes  as  follows : 

“In  conclusion  we  take  pleasure  in  congratulating  our  Grand  High  Priest 
and  this  Grand  Chapter  on  the  progress  made  by  Capitular  Masonry  in 
this  jurisdiction;  and  to  assure  him  that  we  believe  this  progress  largely 
due  to  his  untiring  and  zealous  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Order.” 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  recommends  that  the 
Grand  Chapter  prescribe  an  appropriate  form  of  By-Laws  for 
the  subordinate  Chapters  and  the  adoption  of  a  By-Law  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  requiring-  the  subordinate  Chapters  to  use 
only  such  prescribed  form,  which  recommendation  was 
adopted,  as  was  also1  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee 
on  By-Laws  to  draft  an  appropriate  form  accordingly. 

The  proceedings  contain  no  Report  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence. 

Chester  D.  Stevens,  Raton,  N.  Mex.,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.,  R.  E.  Grand 
Secretary. 

R.  E.  U. 

NEW  YORK,  1906. 

The  109th  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  New  York  was  held 
in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Albany,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  February  6  and  7,  A.  I.  2436,  A.  D.  1906. 

•  The  Grand  Officers  were  all  present,  together  with  14  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  and  the  Representatives  of  199  of  the  201 
constituent  Chapters,  making  a  total  of  Grand  Officers,  per¬ 
manent  members  and  representatives  of  329. 

Among  other  things  for  which  this  Convocation  was  re- 
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markable  was  the  number  of  distinguished  invited  guests  and 
visitors,  including  Hon.  Frank  W.  Higgins,  Governor  of  the 
Empire  State;  M.  E.  Harry  Hunt,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts ;  M.  E.  J.  Henry  Williams, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania ; 
Hon.  Charles  H.  Gaus,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Albany;  M.  W. 
Frank  Herd  Robinson,  R.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  F.  &  A.  M.  in  the  State  of  New  York;  Comp.  Arthur 
G.  Pollard,  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  U.  S.  of  A.,  and  Comp.  George  B.  Wells,  Grand 
Marshal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania.  Each  of  these 
noted  persons  was  formally  presented  and  introduced  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  by  appropriate  repiarks  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  each  responded  in  brief  but  very  interesting  ad¬ 
dresses  which  we  regret  space  will  not  permit  us  here. 

Twelve  of  the  thirty-six  pages  of  the  address  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  are  taken  up  under  the  head  of  obituary,  which 
he  introduces  as  follows : 

“Yet,  before  we  enter  upon  the  labors  of  the  day,  let  us  pause  in  the 
gateway  of  the  field  and  reverently  call  the  names  of  our  dear  Companions 
who,  since  last  we  met,  have  ‘crossed  the  river  and  rest  in  the  shade  of 
the  trees.’  ” 

* 

Four  new  Chapters  were  constituted  during  the  year,  viz., 
Flatbush,  Ondawa,  Sprig  and  Massena. 

Twenty-three  dispensations  of  a  general  and  special  charac¬ 
ter  were  issued  during  the  year,  about  three-fourths  of  which 
were  in  connection  with  the  election  and  installation  of  offi¬ 
cers,  which  we  think  is  to  be  deplored  rather  than  encouraged, 
and  indicates  a  lack  of  proper  interest  in  the  Chapters  that  are 
not  sufficiently  zealous  to'  attend  to  the  election  and  installation 
as  required  by  the  Grand  Chapter  regulations. 
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Under  the  head  of  “Foreign  Relations”  the  Grand  High 
Priest  says : 

“Our  relations  with  other  jurisdictions  have  been  of  tne  most  satisfac¬ 
tory  nature  and  have  been  uniformly  characterized  by  the  mutual  respect 
and  regard  so  natural  to  the  Capitular  Rite.” 

Which  is  further  evidenced  by  the  action  of  other  and  sister 
Grand  Chapters  regarding  the  matter  of  'waivers  of  jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  records  an  account  of  visits  to  the 
Grand  Chapters  of  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut 
and  New  Jersey,  regarding  which  he  says: 

“We  heard  and  saw  many  interesting  things  in  our  travels,  of  which  I 
would  gladly  give  a  longer  account,  for  example,  the  Grand  Honors  were 

t 

not  the  same  in  any  two  of  the  States  visited  and  each  differs  from  our 
own,  but  the  hearty  fraternal  feeling  of  R.  A.  Masons  was  the  same  that 
we  know  so  well,  and  it  was  manifested  in  such  delightful  ways  that  it 
can  never  be  forgotten.” 

While  called  upon  to  make  a  number  of  decisions,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  says  they  were  all  made  by  a  reference  to 
the  existing  written  law  and  considers  but  one  of  sufficient  im¬ 
portance  to  report,  as  follows : 

“Q.  In  case  of  the  enforced  absence  of  the  High  Priest,  King  and 
Scribe  can  the  Chapter  under  any  circumstances  be  opened  by  and  hold 
a  convocation  under  the  Past  High  Priest  of  the  same  or  any  other  Chap¬ 
ter,  by  express  request  of  the  High  Priest  himself  either  orally  or  in 
writing? 

“ Ans.  Under  Section  42  of  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter,  the  Junior  Past  High  Priest  present  may  open  the  Chapter  and  preside 
at  a  stated  or  special  Convocation  leg-ally7'  called  in  the  absence  of  the  High 
Priest,  King  and  Scribe.  No  request  of  the  High  Priest  seems  to  be 
necessary.” 

Which  matter  was  reported  to  the  Committee  on  Jurispru¬ 
dence,  which  committee  after  lengthy  discussion  reported  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  as  follows : 
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“The  committee  are,  therefore,  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  decis¬ 
ion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  as  that  ‘the  Junior  Past  High  Priest  present 
may  open  the  Chapter  and  preside  at  a  stated  or  special  Convocation  legally 
called  in  the  absence  of  the  High  Priest,  King  and  Scribe  should  be  and 
the  same-  is  hereby  disapproved,’  which  report  was  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Chapter.” 

After  some  discussion  of  the  danger  incident  to  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  our  institution  the  Grand  High  Priest  closes  his  ad¬ 
dress  with 

“Companions,  a  task  worthy  of  our  zeal  awaits  us — more  difficult,  more 
wearisome  and  yet  more  creditable  than  any  labor  of  our  later  years — 
nothing  less  than  the  raising  and  upholding  of  the  Royal  Arch — of  sending 
hence  to  the  uttermost  portions  of  our  jurisdiction  a  warning  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  danger,  a  pledge  of  unremitting  watchfulness,  a  high  resolve 
never  to  rest  from  our  labors  until  good  men  and  true  shall  everywhere 
acknowledge  the  honor,  the  dignity  and  the  sterling  worth  of  the  Royal 
Order  of  Masonry.” 

A  very  interesting  and  one  of  the  most  important  events  of 
the  year  in  connection  with  the  Masonic  history  of  this  juris¬ 
diction  was  that  in  connection  with  the  dedication  of  a  monu¬ 
ment  over  the  grave  of  their  late  Grand  Chaplain,  the  Rev. 
James  Byron  Murray,  at  Fort  Hill  Cemetery,  Auburn,  N.  Y., 
on  Sunday,  September  10,  1905,  and  which  “was  participated  in 
by  the  largest  and  most  notable  gathering  of  Masons  from 
all  sections  of  the  State  ever  witnessed  in  the  city  of  Auburn.” 
The  invocation  was  by  Rt.  Ex.  and  Rev.  Pierre  Cushing,  the 
dedicatory  address  and  presentation  of  monument  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  the  address  of  acceptance  by  M.  W.  Frank 
Herd  Robinson,  Grand  Master,  and  the  benediction  by  Rev, 
Leonard  J.  Christler,  Prelate,  Salemtown  Commandery.  The 
addresses  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Master  are 
printed  in  full  and  are  very  interesting  papers. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  total  of  cash 
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on  hand  and  receipts  of  $56,294.72,  and  expenditures  $14,- 
315.43,  leaving  a  balance  on  deposit  in  saving's  banks  of  $41,- 

•  979-29- 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we  find  the  total 
increase  for  the  year  2,610,  total  decrease  1,179,  leaving  a  net 
increase  of  1,431,  which  added  to  the  number  of  Companions 
in  good  standing  December  27,  1904,  27,956,  makes  a  total  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  jurisdiction  on  December  27,  1905,. 
of  29,390. 

The  Order  of  High  Priesthood  was  duly  conferred  on  the 
newly  elected  and  installed  High  Priests  conformably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

On  the  election  of  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  M.  E. 
Henry  D.  Hamilton  was  declared  re-elected  by  a  unanimous 
vote  R>  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest,  but,  as  js  their  custom 
in  that  jurisdiction,  he,  in  fitting  words,  declined  the  honor 
and  thereupon  R.  E.  Derrick  Brown,  of  Poughkeepsie,  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest  by  unanimous  vote, 
who  in  an  interesting  little  speech  gracefully  accepted. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  brief 
and  well  prepared.  A  little  over  two  pages  is  devoted  to  the 
Chapter  proceedings  of  our  own  jurisdiction.  In  concluding 
which  report  the  chairman  says : 

“And  now,  Companions,  we  have  finished  our  year’s  work  in  the  quar¬ 
ries  of  Masonry  and  have  presented  our  work  for  your  inspection.  As  you 
read  it  please  bear  in  mind  that  our  sincere  desire  has  oeen  to  present  that 
which  would  be  pofitable  to  you.  On  eyery  hand  is  heard  the  harmonious 
notes  of  peace,  unity  and  prosperity.  Not  a  discordant  note  is  heard 
anywhere,  but  the  fixed  purpose  of  every  member  of  our  great  fraternity 
seems  to  be  to  see  ‘who  best  can  work  and  best  agree.’  While  such  remains 
the  purpose  and  aim  of  each,  real  progress  must  be  made.” 

Derrick  Brown,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y. 
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Christopher  G.  Fox,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

R.  E:  U. 

NORTH  CAROLINA,  1906. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  North  Carolina 
convened  in  its  Fifty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of 
Charlotte,  May  8,  1906,  and  opened  in  ample  form,  M.  E. 
Comp.  Lat.  Williams,  Deputy  and  Acting  Grand  Hig*h  Priest, 
presiding. 

There  were  present  the  Grand  Officers,  eight  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  and  other  Past  Grand  Officers  and  the  Grand 
Representatives  to  eighteen  States  and  to  New  South  Wales 
and  New  Zealand. 

The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  opened  his  address  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

"Once  more  we  are  permitted  to  assemble  in  our  Annual  Convocation, 
and  we  are  indeed  fortunate  that  this,  our  fifty-eighth  session,  brings  us 
to  this  goodly  city,  this  historic  city  whose  principles  have  ever  been  lofty 
and  aspiring  to  all  who  have  come  in  touch  with  her.  And  while  we  come 
together  with  joyous  and  thankful  hearts  in  our  annual  reunion,  there  is 
a  minor  note  in  my  greetings  to  you  this  evening ;  for  one  whose  familiar 
face  has  so  often  cheered  us  in  our  gatherings  has  been  summoned  by 
the  Supreme  High  Priest  to  that  reunion  above  where  those  once  gathered 
are  never  more  dispersed.  The  voice  that  should  have  borne  these  greet¬ 
ings  to  you  has  been  stilled,  but  the  spirit  of  his  devotion  still  lingers 
with  us,  and  we  shall  not  soon  forget  his.  faithful  exemplification  of  our 
noble  principles.” 

Thereafter  follows  a  recital  of  the  notice  that  was  prepared 
and  sent  to  the  subordinate  Chapters  and  sister  Grand  Juris¬ 
dictions  on  the  death  of  their  beloved  Grand  Hig'h  Priest,  M. 
E.  Comp.  James  Dodge  Glenn,  who*  died  October  18,  1905. 
The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  also1  speaks  of  the  death  of 
Companions  in  sister  jurisdictions  and  concludes  with 
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“Tender  and  beautiful  tributes  were  paid  each  of  these  Companions 
by  those  who  knew'  them  best,  and  we  doubt  not  they  merited  the  loving 
words.” 

The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  granted  five  dispensations 
for  various  purposes. 

In  concluding  his  address  he  says: 

“I  wish  to  thank  those  Companions  who  have  so  kindly  and  courteously 
assisted  me  in  my  new  duties  of  the  past  few  months ;  and  to  assure  you 
of  my  unfailing  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry,  and  of  my  earnest  purpose 
to  do  whatsoever  my  hands  find  to  do  in  the  upbuilding  and  maintenance 
of  R.  A.  Masonry.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of 
$1,818.86. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  the  total  membership  as  1,585, 
a  gain  of  204  over  last  year.  Charlotte  has  the  largest  Chap¬ 
ter  with  a  membership  of  130,  while  Durham  Chapter  exalted 
the  greatest  number  during  the  year,  viz.,  21. 

The  Grand  Secretary  calls  the  attention  of  the  High  Priests 
and  Secretaries  to1  the  necessity  of  the  returns  being  properly 
made  out  and  the  rituals  signed  for  each  year.  He  says : 

“This  is  the  only  way  we  have  of  keeping  track  of  the  rituals  and  they 
should  be  signed  even  if  the  High  Priest  is  re-elected.” 

The  Grand  Lecturer  makes  a  pleasing  and  satisfactory  re¬ 
port.  His  true  Masonic  spirit  is  evidenced  by 

“My  work  as  Grand  Lecturer  was  by  no  means  burdensome  the  past 
year.  Ready  at  all  times  to  respond  to  any  call,  and  perform  every  duty 
assigned  me,  I  regret  that  the  result  shows  so  little  accomplished  for  this 
sublime  portion  of  our  Masonic  system.” 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  and  adopted : 

“Resolved,  That  the  subscription  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  the  building 
fund  of  the  Masonic  Temple  in  Raleigh  be  treated  the  same  as  the  sub¬ 
scription  of  the  Grand  Lodge  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Grand  Secretary 
be  instructed  to  ask  for  stock  or  bonds  for  the  past  and  future  payments.” 
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The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  after  making 
some  recommendations,  say : 

“It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  the  splendid  report  of  the  Grand  Treas¬ 
urer  and  Grand  Secretary.  The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  our 
finances  to  be  on  a  firm  basis  and  we  carry  forward  a  substantial  balance, 
while  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  marked  progress  in  the 
Order. 

We  congratulate  the  Grand  Chapter  upon  having  so  faithful  and  effi¬ 
cient  a  Grand  Lecturer,  and  recommend  that  the  Subordinate  Chapters 
avail  themselves  as  often  as  possible  of  his  valuable  services.” 

The  Comjmittee  on  Returns  of  Subordinate  Chapters  report 
that  less  than  half  of  the  returns  are  correct,  several  Chapters 
make  no  returns,  and  others  are  defective.  The  Committee 
closes  its  report  thus  : 

“We  regret  to  observe  the  apparent  carelessness  exhibited  by  some  of 
the  -Secretaries  in  neglecting  so  important  a  matter  as  furnishing  this 
Grand  Chapter  with  returns  in  proper  form.  We  recommend  that  those 
Chapters  failing  to  sign  for  the  Rituals  make  diligent  search  and  try  to 
locate  them.” 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology  is  brief  and  we 
quote  it  in  its  entirety. 

“The  names  of  the  dead  among  the  Subordinate  Chapters  have  not  been 
furnished  us,  but  we  know  that  some  of  the  Chapters  of  the  State  have 
been  visited  by  the  Grim  Messenger  and  to  the  families  of  these  deceased 
Companions  we  extend  our  deepest  and  most  earnest  sympathies.  The 
Supreme  High  Priest  and  Author  of  the  Universe  in  infinite  wisdom  has 
seen  fit  to  call  from  his  labors  among  us  our  much  loved  Grand  High 
Priest,  James  D.  Glenn.  We  need  no  memorial  page  in  our  Proceedings 
to  remind  us  of  him  or  of  his  work  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  as  others 
will  soon  fill  our  places  we  are  pleased  that  so  much  space  in  the  address 
of  the  acting  Grand  High  Priest  has  been  devoted  to  his  life.  We  extend 
to  his  bereaved  family  and  friends  our  sympathy  and  bless  God  for  his 
life. 

“A  gracious  God  seems  to  allow  Masons  who  distinguish  themselves  in 
the  Order  to  live  to  see  the  fruit  of  their  labors.  In  looking  over  the 
obituary  notices  furnished  of  the  dead  in  other  jurisdictions  wTe  observe  that 
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most  of  these  distinguished  Companions  had  reached  a  good  old  age  and  all 
had  been  useful  in  their  lives. 

“We  extend  our  sympathy  to  those  who  mourn  and  pray  that  a  merciful 
Father  will  send  them  consolation. 

“Man  dieth  and  wasteth  away  and  where  is  he?  Hark,  from  the  skies 
I  hear  a  voice  answer  and  say,  The  spirit  of  man  never  dies. 

His  body,  which  came  from  the  earth,  must  mingle  again  with  the  sod ; 
His  soul,  which  in  Heaven  had  birth,  returns  to  the  bosom  of  God.” 

The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  proposed  at  the  last  Annual 
Convocation  was  duly  considered  and,  on  motion,  was 
adopted. 

The  next  meeting-  is  to  be  held  at  Greensboro,  the  second 
Tuesday  of  May,  1907. 

Comp.  Lat.  Williams,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  James  C.  Munds,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  E.  U. 


NORTH  DAKOTA,  1906. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  North  Dakota  as¬ 
sembled  in  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Fargo,  North  Dakota,  June 
28,  1906. 

The  Grand  Officers  present  were : 

E.  George  Guthrie,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Charles  W. 
Greene,  R.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest;  John  Riessbeck,  R. 
E.  Grand  King;  Frank  H.  Sprague,  R.  E,  Grand  Scribe; 
Alexander  C.  Mather,  R.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  ;  Frank  J. 
Thompson,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

There  were  also  present  nine  Past  Grand  Officers  and  twen¬ 
ty  -six  Grand  Representatives. 

A  constitutional  number  of  subordinate  Chapters  being  rep- 
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resented,  the  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest  in  ample  form. 

After  the  appointment  of  certain  committees  and  other 
business  had  been  concluded,  the  Grand  High  Priest  opened  his 
annual  address  as  follows : 

“May  our  Almighty  Parent’s  richest  and  brightest  benison  rest  and 
abide  with  us  during  our  labors  and  deliberations  on  this,  our  seventeenth 
annual  grand  Convocation,  and  may  all  that  we  do  and  say  redound  to  the 
credit  and  glory  of  the  Great  Jehovah,  and  continue  to  reflect  that  great 
spirit  of  harmony  and  love  that  has  characterized  our  annual  gatherings 
for  years  past  and  made  them  be  more  of  a  love  feast  than  a  labor,  by  the 
exercise  of  that  charity  which  is  the  splendid  cornerstone  of  Freemasonry. 

“Charity— what  a  beautiful  synonym  of  the  word  Love.  Not  as  it  is  so 
often  used  in  this  work-a-day  mercenary  world,  as  merely  a  phase  of  alms¬ 
giving,  but  the  broader,  nobler  definition  of  the  great  heart  bounding  in  its 
sympathy  and  sentiment,  and  wonderful  in  its  depth  and  quality.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  quotes  in  full  the  circular  letter 
which  he  had  sent  to  all  the  Chapters,  calling'  attention  to  some 
of  the  new  legislation  and  other  matters  of  interest,  and  ex¬ 
presses  regret  that  so  little  attention  was  paid  to  it,  but  three 
responses  having  been  received.  We  think  more  interest 
should  have  been  manifested  by  the  Chapters  and  they  should 
at  least  have  done  him  the  courtesy  of  /making  reply  to  the 
letter. 

He.  made  no  decisions  during*  the  year. 

He  recommended  that  $250  be  appropriated  from  the  funds 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  relief  of  California  sufferers. 

In  conclusion  he  says : 

“I  have  detailed  an  account  of  my  ministration  and  now,  at  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  my  year  of  easy  labor,  made  so  by  the  kindness  and  good  feeling 
which  so  thoroughly  permeates  all  of  whom  I  have  had  to  do  with,  and 
more  particularly,  my  dear  Companion,  Flickertail  Thompson,  our  Grand 
Secretary,  who  never  says  nay  to  a  request,  no  matter  what  additional  labor 
it  may  entail  on  him  and  his  able  force,  I  lay  aside  the  mitre  of  author- 
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ity  and  the  breastplate  of  dignity  and  power,  to  join  the  ranks  of  the 
ones  who  have  been,  and  the  ones  who  may,  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  a  Companionship  on  the  floor  of  the  checkered  pavement  with 
an  enduring  love  and  faith,  making  us  feel  that  we  have  discovered,  ‘that 
long  lost  but  now  found’  consolation  and  peace  of  mind  ‘which  the  world 
can  neither  give  nor  take  away.’  ” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a  balance  of  $4,789.59. 

“The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  states  a  gain  of  148  in  membership,  ‘the 
largest  gain  for  several  years  past.’  Corinthian  Chapter  and  Unity  Chap¬ 
ter  each  exalted  twenty-one  candidates.  Jamestown  Chapter  was  the  only 
one  that  did  no  work  during  the  year.” 

He  reports  the  sum  of  $308  contributed  by  North  Dakota 
Chapters  to  the  relief  of  California  sufferers. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  and  Auditor,  in  his  first  annual  report, 
says  that  of  the  sixteen  Chapters  in  the  grand  jurisdiction  he 
visited  thirteen.  Of  those  thirteen  visited  the  report  shows : 


Unpaid  delinquent  dues .  2,568.40 

Unpaid  current  dues  .  2,015.90 

Assets  in  cash,  or  its  equivalent  .  15,060.91 


Total  assets  . $19,645.21 


“The  question  of  delinquent  dues,  and  the  neglect  of  officers  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  Grand  Chapter  Constitution  regarding  the  collection  of  same, 
in  my  judgment  should  be  brought  up  at  this  Convocation  that  it  may  be 
thoroughly  understood  by  the  representatives  present  that  the  proper  officers 
of  Subordinate  Chapters  should  perform  their  duties  in  this  regard. 

“I  desire  to  thank  the  Secretaries  of  the  Chapters  visited  for  their  courte¬ 
ous  treatment,  and  readiness  to  give  information,  and  to  Grand  Secretary 
Thompson  for  his  valuable  assistance  and  good  counsel.” 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  made  no  report  of  any 
business  during  the  year,  but  approved  the  recommendation 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest  that  a  Committee  on  Revision  and 
Codification  be  appointed  to  report  at  the  next  Annual  Grand 
Convocation. 
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Charles  W.  Greene,  M.  E.  Grand!  High  Priest,  Devils  Lake. 
Frank  J.  Thompson,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Fargo,  N.  D. 


R.  E.  U. 


OHIO,  1906. 

The  Ninetieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio  was  held  October 
3  and  4,  1906,  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Columbus. 

There  were  present  the  Grand  Officers,  13  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  and  189  members  of  the  Grand  R.  A.  Chapter,  repre¬ 
senting  155  of  the  161  subordinate  Chapters. 

A  splendid  little  address  of  welcome  in  behalf  of  Ohio 
Chapter,  No.  12,  and  Temple  Chapter,  No.  155,  which  were 
the  hosts  of  the  Grand  Chapter  on  this  occasion,  was  made  by 
M.  E.  Comp.  John  P.  McCune,  Past  High  Priest  of  Temple 
Chapter,  which  was  responded  to  in  kind  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
Nelson  Williams,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  from  which  we 
quote  the  following  interesting  paragraph,  giving  a  fanciful 
description  of  the  physical  outlines  of  their  Grand  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  : 

“These  are  golden  opportunities  for  the  tongue  by  nature  gifted,  to 
tell  of  our  annual  coming  together  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  State ; 
from  the  water-laved  shores  of  the  North  where  the  icy  breath  of  Winter 
first  touches  the  beautiful  plants  and  flowers,  where  the  palatable  juice 
from  the  luscious  grape  ferments,  and  when  taken  in  sufficient  quantities 
makes  us  feel  that  the  universe  is  ours,  and  where  the  fair  North-maid 
Aurora  Borealis  stands  forth  in  saffron  tinted  raiment  to  delight  the  eye 
of  man  and  make  us  wish  she  were  a  ‘warmer  baby’ ;  from  the  cloud-capped 
hills  of  the  East  where  intervening  valleys  are  richly  robed  in  Nature’s 
petticoat;  where  potters’  fields  are  not  the  dead  man’s  rest;  where  bleating 
lambs  and  browsing  herds,  with  sure  and  well-trained  hoofs,  are  climb¬ 
ing  fields  that  stand  on  end,  and  where  old  Nature’s  coal  supply,  if  set  on 
fire,  would  make  the  heat  of  hell  seem  cold,  and  Satan’s  steaming  breath 
would  chill;  from  the  nestling  valleys  of  the  South  where  rolls  the  great 
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Ohio,  whose  once  famed  crystal  waters  so  long  have  flowed  o’er  beds  of 
earth,  that  where  she  now  gives  forth  her  great  supply  to  quench  the  thirst 
of  fair  old  Cincinnati,  her  name  is  ‘mud’,  and  from  the  sun-kissed  counties 
of  the  West,  where  golden  fields  of  waving  grain  delight  the  eye,  where 
cornstalks  tall  as  saplings  grow,  and  where  the  green  tobacco  worm  is 
busy  spreading  his  deposit  upon  the  spreading  leaf  which  in  due  time,  with 
all  the  excrement,  finds  lodgment  in  the  mouth  of  man  and  becomes  a 
sweet  and  juicy  morsel  on  the  tongue.” 

Of  the  twenty-eight  pages  of  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  ad¬ 
dress  over  nine  are  taken  up  iwith  Necrology.  Special  space 
and  full  and  well-deserved  memorials  of  an  historical  as  well 
as  complimentary  character  are  g'iven  to  M!.  E.  Comp.  James 
W.  Underhill,  P  G.  H.  P. ;  M.  E.  Comp.  Brenton  D.  Bab¬ 
cock  and  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Kelly  O’Neall,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  which 
part  of  the  address  closes  as  follows,  viz. : 

“In  addition  it  is  my  sad  duty  to  report  that  323  Companions  in  this 
jurisdiction,  members  of  our  Subordinate  Chapters,  entered  the  chamber 
of  silence  during  the  year.  They  have  completed  the  journey  from  Baby¬ 
lon  to  Jerusalem  and  have  exchanged  the  chisel  and  mallet  for  the  robe  and 
crown.  Let  us  believe  that  as  they  approached  the  twilight  and  eventide 
of  life,  they  were  strengthened  by  the  Mason’s  hope  and  faith,  and  that  as 
the  snow's  of  the  winter  past  have  only  vanished  in  form  and  still  exist  in 
earth,  in  tree,  in  fruit  and  sea,  so  our  departed  Companions  have  only 
vanished  for  a  while,  and  await  the  day  to  welcome  us  to  final  coronation. 
Life  is  all  the  sweeter  that  they  lived  and  death  is  all  the  brighter  that 
they  died.” 

“Night  came. 

Releasing  them  from  labor, 

When  a  hand  as  from  the  darkness 
Touched  them — and  they  slept.” 

Fourteen  special  dispensations  were  granted  and  ten  refused 
during  the  year,  indicating  that  while  the  number  of  appli¬ 
cations  for  special  dispensations  is  large,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  has  wisely  and  prudently  exercised  his  discretion  in  con¬ 
nection  therewith.  Expressing  our  personal  opinion,  we 
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earnestly  approve  of  his  policy  and  oppose  the  indiscriminate 
granting  of  special  dispensations;  it  is  a  dangerous  practice 
which  in  time  will  unquestionably  seriously  affect  our  “ancient 
landmarks/’  etc.,  the  disturbance  of  which  either  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  is  often  the  unconscious  purpose  of  special  dispensa¬ 
tions. 

A  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter  at  West  Milton,  Miami 
County,  to  be  known  as  West  Milton  Chapter,  was  granted 
December  5,  1905,  and  an  application  for  another  Chapter  in 
the  City  of  Cleveland,  to  be  known  as.  McKinley  Chapter,  was 
received  and  referred  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  the  Grand 
Chapter,  by  which  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Charters 
and  Dispensations  recommending  it  was  adopted. 

A  nupiber  of  Grand  Representatives  were  appointed,  among 
them  being  Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Philadelphia,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Comp.  Irving 
P.  Wanger,  as  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  regrets  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  New  Mexico  in  abolishing  the  system  of  exchange 
of  Grand  Representatives,  remarking  in  connection  therewith : 

“The  mere  fact  of  the  continued  non-attendance  of  Grand  Representa¬ 
tives  upon  the  sessions  of  Grand  Chapters  should  not  condemn  the  system 
of  Grand  Representation,  which  in  itself  is  an  expression  of  fraternal  love, 
good  will  and  reciprocal  courtesy  between  the  Grand  Bodies.” 

The  system  of  inspection  of  subordinate  Chapters  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Eighty-ninth  Convocation 
in  1905,  in  connection  with  which  the  Grand  High  Priest  ap¬ 
pointed  twenty-nine  Companions  as  inspectors,  assigning  from 
two  to  eight  Chapters  to  each  Companion,  regarding  which  he 
says : 

“The  burden  of  the  year’s  work  has  been  in  connection  with  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  Chapters,  entailing  a  large  amount  of  time  and  correspondence. 
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The  reports  of  the  inspectors  show  the  Chapters  as  a  rule  to  be  in  a 
gratifying  condition  and  with  prospects  of  continued  success.  While  the 
ritualistic  work  is  generally  commended,  I  fully  appreciate  the  fact  that 
the  inspections  taking  place  shortly  after  the  annual  elections,  newly  elect¬ 
ed  officers  in  many  cases  work  at  a  disadvantage  by  reason  of  not  having 
had  sufficient  time  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  ritual. 

“Nearly  all  the  Chapters  in  the  State  have  been  inspected,  and  such  as 
were  not  formally  inspected  were  either  visited  by  the  inspectors  or  reports 
received  from  the  Chapters.  I  have  thus  been  enabled  to  receive  reports 
from  every  Chapter  in  the  State. 

“From  the  reports  I  gather  in  part  the  following: 

“I  find  that  two  Chapters  are  without  a  Code ;  that  twelve  Chapters 
have  not  yet  procured  the  required  R.  R. ;  that  thirty-two  Secretaries 
make  no  record  of  their  returns  to  the  Grand  Chapter  that  eleven  Chap¬ 
ters  do  not  have  the  books  audited  annually  by  a  committee ;  that  nine¬ 
teen  Secretaries  have  failed  to  copy  the  financial  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Record,  and  that  one  Chapter  charges  less  than  the  constitutional 
sum  required  for  the  degrees.  Assurances  that  these  deficiencies  would 
be  corrected  in  most  instances  have  been  received. 

“The  reports  also  show  a  large  number  of  members  delinquent  for 
dues  and  under  suspension.  If  the  rules  adopted  at  our  last  annual  Con¬ 
vocation  be  rigidly  enforced  by  the  officers  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters, 
as  they  should  be  and  as  I  believe  will  be  hereafter,  the  large  number 
of  delinquent  and  suspended  members  will  be  reduced  to  the  minimum. 

“From  every  consideration  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  these  inspections 
have  been  beneficial  to  the  Craft,  as  they  create  renewed  interest,  bring 
out  a  larger  attendance  of  Companions,  invite  a  discussion  as  to  the  cor¬ 
rect  interpretation  of  the  ritual  and  manner  of  conferring  the  different 
degrees,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fraternal  and  social  amenities  incident  to 
such  occasions.” 

It  certainly  reveals  conditions  that  warranted  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  expenditure  of  $588.26,  the  attend¬ 
ant  expense,  and  we  doubt  not  but  that  the  same  practice  might 
be  instituted  and  carried  out  with  good  results  in  some  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions. 

Reference  was  made  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  to-,  the  Thir¬ 
ty-third  Triennial  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  United  States,  held  at  Boston,  Mass.,  June  19,  20,  21 
and  22,  1906,  regarding  which  he  says: 
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"There  was  nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
that  would  call  for  an  extended  report  from  me  at  this  time.  The  good 
Companions  of  Boston  and  Massachusetts  were  lavish  in  the  entertain¬ 
ment  of  their  visiting  Companions  and  the  ladies  accompanying  them, 
and  did  everything  in  their  power  to  make  the  visit  both  a  pleasant  and 
profitable  one.  Boston  and  its  surroundings  are  places  of  historic  interest 
and  memories,  and  whether  standing  in  the  shadow  of  Bunker  Hill  Monu¬ 
ment,  viewing  the  tombs  of  Revolutionary  heroes  and  statesmen,  standing 
with  uncovered  heads  in  Fanueil  Hall,  Old  South  Church  and  King’s 
Chapel,  treading  the  classic  walks  and  halls  of  old  Harvard  College, 
passing  over  the  historic  grounds  of  Lexington  and  Concord,  or  standing 
by  reading  the  inscriptions  upon  tablets  which  mark  the  movements  of 
the  Continental  armies  and  places  where  were  fought  battles  in  the  Revo¬ 
lution  for  American  freedom,  we  could  not  help  but  feel  that  at  all  such 
times  and  places — and  more  that  might  be  mentioned — the  ground  whereon 
we  stood  was  holy  ground.” 

Under  the  subhead  of  “A  Word  to  the  Craft,"  the  Grand 
High  Priest  expresses  such  noble  sentiment,  so  full  of  wisdom 
and  comfort,  that  we  quote  in  extenso : 

"Before  concluding.  Companions,  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  the 
hope  that  they  might  be  for  the  good  of  the  Royal  Craft. 

"The  brightest  pages  in  history  are  those  which  record  the  deeds  of 
men  who  lived  most  for  their  fellow-men,  and  achieved  greatness  through 
the  channels  that  had  their  source  at  the  fountain  of  love. 

“In  Westminster  Abbey,  London,  there  is  a  plain,  unpretentious  monu¬ 
ment,  on  which  is  carved  beneath  this  simple  inscription,  ‘Love — Serve’; 
and  while  all  around  it  are  the  tombs  of  the  most  noted  of  England’s  kings, 
queens,  statesmen,  diplomats  and  scholars,  for  several  centuries  of  her 
great  history,  yet  no  tomb  is  visited  by  so  many  persons,  moistened  by 
such  a  wealth  of  tears,  or  held  in  so  great  reverence,  as  the  one  upon 
which  is  carved  the  simple  inscription.  After  that  granite  monument  shall 
have  crumbled  into  dust,  the  name  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  will  be 
revered,  and  his  memory  be  an  ever-present  inspiration  to  men  to  love 
and  serve  their  fellow-men,  for  it  was  this  great  English  philanthropist 
who  gave  his  life  and  fortune  to  the  work  of  relieving  the  distress  and 
burdens  of  others  and  toiled  ceaselessly  for  the  betterment  of  his  country¬ 
men. 

“When  the  shadows  had  settled  down  on  Gethsemane  on  that  darkest  of 
all  its  nights  and  Calvary  wept  at  the  world’s  tragedy  that  was  to  be 
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enacted  on  its  summit  on  the  morrow,  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  in  that 
little  upper  room,  alone  with  the  eleven  faithful  disciples,  his  heart  already- 
bleeding  for  the  world  of  selfishness,  of  which  he  had  seen  so  much,  and 
which  he  then  saw  creeping  out  of  the  centuries  yet  unborn,  said :  ‘A  new 
commandment  I  give  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one  another,  as  I  loved  you,, 
that  ye  also  love  one  another’ ;  and  there  in  the  shadow  of  the  cross  Christ 
gave  to  men  that  new  commandment,  and  with  it  fraternity  and  brother¬ 
hood  were  conceived. 

“Every  candidate  previous  to  his  reception  into  a  Blue  Lodge,  is  requir¬ 
ed,  among  other  things,  to  personally  declare  upon  his  honor,  that  he  is 
prompted  to  solicit  the  privileges  of  Freemasonry  by  a  sincere  wish  of 
being  serviceable  to  his  fellow  creatures. 

“As  Masons,  then,  we  ought  to  feel  that  this  life  should  be  more  a 
life  of  love  and  service  for  our  fellow-men.  In  this  busy  commercial  age 
we  too  often  pass  by  the  opportunity  of  doing  some  good  deed  that  in 
itself  would  bring  us  contentment  and  joy.  Selfishness  is  to-day  the  sin 
of  the  -world.  It  has  been  predicted  that  the  coming  age  will  be  a  fraternal 
one,  in  which  every  man  will  deliberately  serve  the  interest  of  his  neigh¬ 
bor.  The  world  of  to-day  is  demanding  a  nobler  manhood,  a  more  en¬ 
lightened  citizenship,  a  more  exalted  patriotism,  and  into  that  service 
which  shall  have  for  its  end  the  attainment  of  these  great  purposes,  let 
me  urge  and  call  every  member  of  our  Royal  Craft.  Think  of  what  a 
power  for  good  an  army  of  nearly  twenty-four  thousand  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  marching  in  solid  phalanx,  elbows  touching,  would  be  in  a  great 
cause  for  the  betterment  of  mankind  and  for  the  attainment  of  the  high¬ 
est  and  truest  ideals  in  life.  Capitular  Masonry  in  Ohio  to-day  has 
reached  its  meridian  height,  the  net  gain  for  the  year  being  fourteen  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-two,  the  largest  in  our  history.  We  know  that  of  them 
to  whom  much  is  given  much  will  be  required.  Otir  yearly  increase  in 
members  brings  its  added  responsibilities,  but  enlarges  our  advantages 
for  doing  good  and  multiplies  the  opportunities  for  deeds  of  love  and 
service.  To  overcome  the  selfishness  and  hypocrisy  of  the  world;  to 
make  life  brighter  and  better;  to  lead  men  to1  a  purer  manhood;  to  assist 
in  the  upbuilding  of  character  and  teach  others  the  worth  of  moral  values ; 
in  short,  to  make  our  lives  a  potent  influence  in  leading  our  fellow-men 
from  the  common  plane  of  life  into  the  higher  and  broader  vision,  all  in 
the  spirit  of  that  new  commandment,  would  be  a  service  in  its  results  more 
lasting  than  marble  and  more  enduring  than  brass.  After  all,  the  sum 
of  the  added  values  of  life  will  be  expressed  in  those  two  words,  ‘Love’ 
and  ‘Serve,’  and  the  reward  of  such  a  life  spent  in  love  and  service  for 
others,  will  be  the  welcome  words,  ‘Well  done.’  Remember,  my  dear 
Companions,  that — 
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“The  sweetest  lives  are  those  to  duty  wed, 

Whose  deeds,  both  great  and  small, 

Are  close-knit  strands  of  an  unbroken  thread, 

Where  love  ennobles  all ; 

The  world  may  sound  no  trumpets,  ring  no  bells, 

The  Book  of  Life  the  shining  record  tells. 

“Thy  love  shall  cheat  its  own  beatitudes, 

After  its  own  life  working.  A  child’s  kiss 
Set  on  thy  singing  lips  shall  make  thee  glad ; 

•  A  poor  man  served  by  thee  shall  make  thee  rich ; 

A  sick  man  helped  by  thee  shall  make  thee  strong; 

Thou  shalt  be  served  thyself  by  every  sense 
Of  service  which  thou  renderest.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports,  inter  alia,  as  follows,  viz. : 

“The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  record-breaker  both  in  increase  m 
membership  and  revenue. 

“Number  of  active  chartered  Chapters  161,  under  dispensation  1.  Statis¬ 
tical  sheets  for  the  current  year  are  submitted  herewith  from  which  the 
following  summary  is  made : 

Membership. 


Number  of  members  July  31,  1905  . 22,337 

Exalted  during  year  .  1,994 

Affiliated  .  134 

Reinstated  .  297 


24,762 

From  Which  Deduct: 


Number  died  during  year  .  323 

Withdrawn  .  196 

Suspended  n.  p.  d .  406 

Suspended  u.  m.  c .  2 

Expelled  . 6 

-  933 


Present  membership  July  31,  1906 


23,829 
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“Showing  a  net  gain  of  1,492,  which  is  129  more  than  the  net  gain  of 
last  year,  and  45  more  than  the  net  gain  reported  in  1904,  which  up  to 
that  time  was  the  banner  year.” 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance  of  $17,- 

368.11. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology,  covering  nearly 
nine  pages,  is  a  splendid  paper,  full  of  tender  sympathy  and 
loving  sentiment  to  such  an  extent  that  to  be  appreciated  must 
be  read  in  full,  which  we  regret  cannot  be  done  by  every  Com¬ 
panion  in  our  Grand  Jurisdiction.  It  is  well  summed  up  in 
the  following: 

“To  the  desolate  households  and  sorrowing  friends  of  these,  our  dead 
Companions,  we  send  condolences  expressing  our  warmest  sympathy  in 
this  their  hour  of  deep  distress,  and  remind  them  that 

“The  death  change  comes; 

Death  is  another  life.  We  bow  our  heads 
At  going  out;  we  think,  and  enter  straight 
Another  golden  chamber  of  the  King’s , 

Larger  than  we  leave  and  lovelier.” 

Sixteen  pages  are  devoted  to  reports  and  matter  regarding 
the  Ohio  Masonic  Home,  which  is  unquestionably  doing  a  no¬ 
ble  work  and  is  deserving  of  the  great  success  that  is  attending 
it.  It  was  visited .  during  the  year  by  a  number  of  distin¬ 
guished  Masons  individually  and  in  bodies,  in  the  account  of 
which  we  find : 

“In  September,  1905,  we  were  honored  by  a  visit  from  the  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  Brother  C.  W.  Fairbanks,  accompanied  by  his 
mother,  brother  and  sister.  It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  us  to  greet  this 
distinguished  Mason  and  his  relatives,  and  to  accompany  them  in  a  tour 
through  the  building.  Brother  Fairbanks  expressed  great  interest  and 
pleasure  in  all  that  he  saw,  and  congratulated  Ohio  Masons  in  being 
possessed  of  so  splendid  an  institution.” 

The  Grand  Council  of  Anointed  High  Priests  of  the  State 
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of  Ohio  met  in  annual  Convocation  October  3,  1906.  The 
officers  and  39  members  were  present;  59  Companions  duly 
elected  were  separately  admitted,  set  apart  and  solemnly  con¬ 
secrated  to  the  Holy  Order  of  High  Priesthood. 

Following-  the  course  adopted  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  in  1905,  nearly  ten  pages  are  taken  up  in 

“Briefly  considering  a  few  of  the  topics  that  are  of  special  interest 
in  Capitular  Masonry,  chief  among  which  is  the  proof  of  the  antiquity 
of  the  Royal  Arch  Degrees.  The  article  indicates  careful  and  painstak¬ 
ing  research  and  the  results  obtained  well  repay  the  labor  expended  and 
the  space  devoted  to  the  undertaking.” 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
submitted  by  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  M.  Cunningham,  P.  G.  H.  P., 
is  a  spicy,  interesting,  conservative  abstract  and  review  of  the 
transactions  of  56  Grand  Bodies,  covering  179  pages.  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  to  which  is  devoted  nearly  five  pages,  receives  fra¬ 
ternal  and  favorable  consideration.  Referring  to  our  review 
of  Ohio  he  says  : 

“Twelve  pages  of  the  interesting  review  *  *  *  *  are  appropriated 

for  a  courteous  synopsis  of  the  transactions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio 
for  1904  and  1905. 

“The  annual  address  of  M.  E.  Comp.  O.  B.  Hannan  in  1904,  and  the 
Annual  Address  of  M.  E.  Comp.  L.  P.  Schaus  in  1905,  are  fraternally  com¬ 
mended,  with  excerpts  approvingly  made  from  each. 

“Sympathetic  reference  is  made  to  the  removal  to  the  world  beyond 
of  the  late  E.  Comp.  S.  Stacker  Williams  and  the  late  M.  E.  Comp.  Reuben 
C.  Lemmon  of  Ohio.  He  refers  to  the  suggestion  of  an  Ohio  Masonic 
Home  by  the  late  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  B.  Hillman  in  his  address  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Ohio  in  1888,  and  is  unstinted  in  his  ‘good  w’ords*  for  that 
institution  and  its  successful  operation. 

“He  quotes  approvingly  from  the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
in  1904,  and  terms  M.  E.  Comp.  Graft  M.  Acklin,  ‘the  very  zealous  and 
capable  Chairman  of  that  Committee.’ 

“Very  kindly  mention  is  also  made  of  the  Report  of  your  Correspond¬ 
ence  Committee  in  1905,  for  which  due  acknowledgments  are  herewith 
extended.” 
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Which  it  affords  us  pleasure  to  acknowledge  and  return  the 
feeling  and  sentiment,  in  kind,  with  usury. 

Williatm  T.  McLean,  Sidney,  O.,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Edwin  Hagenbuch,  Urbana,  O.,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  E.  U. 

QUEBEC,  1906. 

The  M.  E.,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec,  assembled  in  Twenty-ninth,  Annual  Convocation  in 
the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Montreal  on  the  27th  day 
of  March,  1906. 

There  were  present  the  Grand  Officers,  two  Grand  Superin¬ 
tendents  of  Districts,  twenty-two  Past  Grand  Officers  and 
twenty-one  Grand  Representatives. 

A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  represented,  the 
Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form. 

The  frontispiece  of  the  Proceedings  for  1906  is  an  excellent 
picture  of  M.  E.  Companion  John  McLean,  the  Grand  First 
Principal  Z. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Z.  covers  about  thirteen  pages  and 
opens  as  follows : 


“Another  year  has  passed  aAvay  and  once  again  it  is  my  pleasant  duty 
as  your  Grand  Z.  to<  extend  to  you,  one  and  all,  my  warmest  greetings, 
and  to  bid  you  a  cordial  welcome  to  this  our  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation. 

“Realizing  to  the  fullest  extent  our  duty  to  the  Supreme  Architect  of 
the  Universe,  let  us  all  with  humility  and  obedience  render  thanks  to  Him 
for  mercies  already  received,  and  ask  for  His  continued  blessing  upon  all 
our  deliberations. 

“We,  as  Masons,  are  bound  together  by  an  indissoluble  tie,  to  be  faith¬ 
ful  to  our  country,  to  which  we  owe  obedience,  and  to  earnestly  practice 
those  truly  Masonic  principles  which  are  so  beautifully  and  forcibly  incul¬ 
cated  in  all  our  ceremonies.” 
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He  reports  that 

“We  continue  to  be  on  most  fraternal  terms  with  all  foreign  Grand 
Bodies.” 

And 

“In  our  own  Grand  Jurisdiction  peace  and  harmony  prevail  to  a  very 
marked  degree.” 

Continuing,  he  says : 

“While  I  am  unable  to  report  an  increase  in  our  membership  equal  to 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  I  can,  I  assure  you,  report  the  standing  of  the 
Order  to  be  in  a  most  satisfactory  and  prosperous  condition,  with  a  good 
healthy  increase.  More  care  is  being  taken  in  all  the  Chapters  in  the 
selection  of  the  material  brought  up  for  inspection ;  <md  a  greater  interest 
is  shown  in  the  exemplification  of  the  work.  *  *  *  *  Having  adopted 

a  Standard  Ritual  of  our  own,  our  work  has  in  consequence  become  practi¬ 
cally  uniform.” 

Under  the  head  of  “Fraternal  Dead"  he  says : 

“Time  in  its  onward  march  ever  brings  before  us  the  sad  intelligence 
that  we  no  sooner  begin  to  live  than  we  begin  to  die ;  and  our  ranks  are 
constantly  being  thinned  by  the  removal  of  many  of  our  best  and 
most  beloved  Companions.  *  *  *  In  our  own  jurisdiction  I  am  pleased 

to  note  that  during  the  year  we  have  been  very  leniently  dealt  -with  by  the 
Grand  Tyler  Death.  The  total  number  in  our  own  jurisdiction  being 
twelve,  among  w*hom  there  wras  only  one  member  of  Grand  Chapter,  Very 
Ex.  Com.  W.  Bickerton  Smith.” 

The  Grand  Z.  congratulates  himself 

“Upon  the  comparatively  small  amount  of  work  that  has.  devolved 
upon  me  during  the  past  year  and  attributed  it  wholly  to  the  prosperous 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  within  our  own  jurisdiction.” 

He  was  not  called  upon  to  give  any  rulings  or  decisions 
during  the  year.  He  granted  but  two  dispensations.  He 
approved  of  alterations  in  the  By-Laws  of  Carnarvon  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  5. 
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The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts  are 
very  satisfactory  and  give  evidence  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
is  in  a  flourishing  condition  in  the  various  districts. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  in  his  Thirteenth  Annual  Report 
shows  a  total  membership  in  the  Chapters  of  1,018,  there  being 
an  increase  of  fifty-two  over  last  year.  Two-  Chapters  show 
a  decrease  Of  one  each,  and  one  a  decrease  of  nine,  the  latter 
owing*  to  the  members  forming  the  Chapters  at  Cookshire  and 
consequently  withdrawing  from  the  mother  Chapter. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  as  tO'  the  General  Fund 
shows  a  balance  of  $1,080.48  ;  in  his  report  on  the  Benevolent 
Fund  he  states  a  balance  of  $2,134.91,  thus  making  the  cash 
assets  of  the  Grand  Chapter  on  deposit  $3,215.39. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  is  an  excellent  one  and 
attests  the  enthusiastic  interest  manifested  by  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  various  Chapters  in  our  noble  Fraternity. 

Under  the  head  of  “Remarks”  he  says  : 

“During  my  visits  I  have  noticed  a  growing  tendency,  on  the  part  of 
past  officers  of  the  Chapter,  on  special  nights,  to  take  over  the  duties  of 
one  or  two  important  officers,  the  actual  officers  sitting  on  the  side  benches. 
I  much  admire  the  enthusiastic  spirit  of  these  past  officers,  but  cannot  help 
thinking  that  they  would  confer  a  greater  and  more  lasting  benefit  on 
their  Chapter  if  they  were  to  frown  upon  and  discourage  this  practice, 
and  instead  coach  and  encourage  in  every  possible  way  the  actual  officer 
to  perform  those  duties  which  he  at  his  installation  promised  to  perform. 
By  such  a  course  the  past  officer  would  without  question  inspire  confidence 
in  the  younger  one  which  would  perhaps  lead  to  greater  and  more  suc¬ 
cessful  efforts  on  the  part  of  that  officer  in  the  future.  The  young  men 
are  the  coming  men  of  the  Chapter ;  give  them  every  possible  encourage¬ 
ment,  let  them  have  ample  opportunity  to  develop.” 

Such  a  practice  on  the  part  of  the  past  officers  should  not  be 
countenanced  and  we  heartily  approve  the  suggestion  of  the 
Grand  Lecturer  that  it  be  discouraged. 

In  conclusion  he  says : 
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“I  beg  to  gratefully  thank  the  Companions,  one  and  all.  for  their  kind¬ 
ness  to  me.  To  the  officers  and  Companions  of  Chapters  I  have  visited, 
my  thanks  are  due  for  fraternal  receptions  and  generous  hospitality,  ex¬ 
tended  to  me  in  these  visits  of  instruction,  and  I  hope,  in  fact,  I  believe, 
that  the  Chapters  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  are  entering  upon  a  period  of 
great  and  increasing  progress  and  prosperity.” 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  report  that  no  matter  re¬ 
quiring  their  action  had  been  submitted  during  the  year. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  City  of 
Montreal,  the  26th  day  of  March,  1907. 

Comp.  John  McLean,  M.  E.  Grand  Z.,  Montreal. 

Comp.  Will  H.  Whyte,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe  E.,  Montreal. 

R.  E.  U. 


RHODE  ISLAND,  1906. 

The  1 08th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  was  held  in  Free¬ 
masons’  Hall,  Providence,  Tuesday,  March  18,  A.  D.  1906,. 
and  as  per  report  of  Credential  Committee  there  were  present 
and  entitled  to  vote  14  Grand  Officers,  14  Past  Grand  Officers, 
25  P'ast  High  Priests,  6  High  Priests,  4  King's  and  2  Scribes. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  address,  covering  about  four 
pages,  is  a  brief,  clear  and  succinct  statement  of  the  affairs  and 
doings  of  his  administration,  containing  no  matters  of  general 
interest. 

In  view  of  the  attention  and  agitation  in  our  own  Grand 
Jurisdiction  regarding  the  same  subject  during  the  last  few 
years,  we  consider  the  following  the  most  important  state¬ 
ment,  in  his  address,  viz.: 

“It  seems  proper  to  me  that  every  Brother  before  being  exalted  to  the 
Sublime  Degree  of  the  Royal  Arch  should  adopt  a  mark  and  have  the 
same  properly  recorded,  and  I  recommend  such  an  order  being  passed.” 
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Regarding-  which  the  Committee  on  Grand  High  Priest’s  ad¬ 
dress  report  as  follows : 

“The  recommendation  in  reference  to  candidates  adopting  a  suitable 
mark  and  having  the  same  properly  recorded  before  receiving  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree  meets  the  approval  of  your  committee  and  they  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  same.” 

Which  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  reports  that  with  one  or  two  exceptions 

> 

“All  of  the  Chapters  are  fortunate  in  possessing  officers  who  have  a 
high  sense  of  their  responsibility  and  a  determination  to  do  creditable 
work.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  there  should  be  an  exception  to 
this  rule  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  this  may  be  remedied  in  the  coming 
year.” 

Two  resolutions  were  offered  which  we  deem  of  sufficient 
importance  to  reproduce  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend 
them  both  for  consideration.  The  first  one  was  referred  to 
the  committee  to  examine  and  report,  and  it  is  as  follows; 

“ Resolved ,  That  Subordinate  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  shall  not  bal¬ 
lot  on  the  petition  of  any  candidate  for  the  degrees  or  for  membership 
unless  it  shall  have  been  satisfactorily  proven  that  such  candidate  is  not 
indebted  to  his  Lodge  for  more  than  one  year’s  dues.” 

The  second,  which  was  adopted,  is  as  follows : 

“ Resolved ,  That  Subordinate  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  shall  not 
examine  any  person  presenting  himself  as  a  visitor  unless  he  shall  first 
give  satisfactory  proof  by  documentary  evidence  that  he  is  a  regular 
Mason. 

“Such  documentary  evidence  shall  be  either  the  diploma  or  certificate 
from  a  Grand  Lodge  recognized  as  such  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  ;  or  a  (diploma  or  certificate  from  a  Grand  Chapter  recognizee 
as  such  by  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island ;  but  if  such 
visitor  hails  from  a  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction,  then  a  receipt  for  his 
dues  with  the  seal  of  said  Chapter  thereon  or  a  certificate  from  the 
Secretary  of  said  Chapter  may  be  accepted  as  sufficient.” 
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At  the  regular  and  special  meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Convocation  of  Anointed  High  Priests  thirteen  Companions 
were  severally  admitted,  duly  consecrated,  anointed  *  and  set 
apart  to  the  Holy  Order  of  High  Priesthood. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  a  biographical  sketch  of  the  retiring 
Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Frank  B.  Wilson,  born  August  17, 
1868,  closing  as  follows: 

“Though  young  in  years  to  occupy  the  high  position,  of  Grand  High 
Priest,  he  has  fulfilled  his  duty  in  a  most  creditable  manner,  and  his  term 
of  office  will  always  be  regarded  as  a  harmonious  period  in  the  history  of 
this  Grand  Chapter.” 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  submitted  by  M. 
E.  Comp.  Henry  W.  Rugg,  D.  D.,  Grand  Chaplain,  Chairman, 
and  is  very  interesting*  and  well  prepared.  It  opens  with  a 
foreword  giving  the  history  of  “Foreign  Correspondence"  in 
the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Rhode  Island,  and  after  nam¬ 
ing  the  distinguished  Companions  who  have  from  time  to 
time  prepared  the  reports  in  Rhode  Island,  and  stating  that  the 
present  writer  has  been  doing  so  for  the  last  ten  years,  he 
pointedly  and  pertinently  remarks: 

“Again  the  service  and  opportunity  present  themselves.  They  make  an 
increasing  demand  on  time  and  thought.  To  read  the  forty  and  more 
pamphlets  on  our  table  is  no  light  task.  Even  to  turn  the  pages  of  these 
publications,  and  to  do  so  much  of  a  work  of  examination  as  is  requisite 
for  their  intelligent  review,  extends  hours  into  days.  And  then,  when 
our  note  book  is  filled  with  references  and  our  thought  is  charged  with 
facts  and  figures,  there  must  follow  a  work  of  analysis  and  selection,  of 
comparison  and  arrangement,  to  the  end  that  this  paper  may  be  fairly  well 
balanced  and  have  some  value  for  those  who  peruse  it. 

“We  are  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  the  greater  number  of  those 
Companions  for  whose  benefit,  primarily,  this  Correspondence  Report  is 
written  do  not  read  the  printed  proceedings  of  Grand  Chapters  other 
than  their  own,  and  therefore  there  is  a  call  to  present  various  items 
which  have  no  special  interest.  Mention  must  be  made  of  some  things  of 
formal  procedure,  some  matters  relative  to  numerical  and  financial  condi- 
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tions,  else  there  can  be  no  sufficient  tests  for  desired  comparisons — no 
proper  view  point  for  a  wide  survey  of  the  Capitular  field.” 

The  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania  for  the  year  1905  is  fair  and  the  comment  favor¬ 
able.  While  Companion  Rugg  takes  occasion  to'  refer  critic¬ 
ally  if  not  just  a  little  sarcastically  and  satirically  to  Compan¬ 
ion  Bates'  conclusion  of  our  Report  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence  for  1905.,  quoting  the  suggestive  statement  of  Lord  Dun¬ 
dreary  bearing  on  the  division  of  labor  of  the  committee  in 
Pennsylvania  and  mildly  criticises  the  practice,  yet  he  con¬ 
cludes  : 

“Evidently  the  plan  of  distributed  service  works  well-  in  Pennsylvania. 
It  might  not  be  applied  with  so  much  of  satisfaction  in  some  of  the  other 
jurisdictions.” 

The  long  experience  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Rug'g  in  preparing 
the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  has  fully  enabled  him 
to  appreciate  almost  instantly  matters  of  importance  and  to 
separate  the  chaff  from  the  wheat,  and  while  his  reviews  are 
brief,  they  are  certainly  to  the  point  and  cover  the  material 
matters  referred  to>  in  the  Proceedings  of  each  of  the  Grand 
Chapters  reviewed. 

In  concluding  his  report  he  says : 

“The  Masonic  organization  has  a  mission.  It  can  only  justify  its  exis¬ 
tence  by  being  a  working  force  of  good  in  the  world.  It  must  apply  its 
benign  principles  to  the  right  discharge  of  the  duties  of  related  life.  Its 
expression  must  be  looked  for  in  the  uplift  of  thought  and  the  enrichment 
of  being.  If  rightly  understood  and  applied,  Freemasonry  will  not  only  be 
a  bond  of  sweet  and  strong  fellowship  between  Brethren,  but  it  will  be 
constantly  adding  something  to  the  hope  and  happiness  of  the  human 
world.” 

Nelson  R.  Hall,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Warren,  R.  I. 

William  R.  Greene,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Providence. 

R.  E.  U. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA,  1905. 

The  Ninety- fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  South  Carolina  met  in  the  Citv  of  Charleston,  Tuesday, 
Feb.  14,  A.D.  1905,  R.  E.  Deputy  and  Acting  Grand  High 
Priest  Frank  E.  Harrison  presiding,  the  other  Grand  Officers 
in  their  respective  stations  and  places.  The  Representatives 
of  eighteen  subordinate  Chapters  were  present,  also  the  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  eighteen  Grand  Jurisdictions,  among  them 
Companion  William  E.  Gantt,  Representative  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  All  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good  standing  were  admit¬ 
ted  to  seats  in  the  Convocation. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address  says : 

“It  is  a  matter  of  great  personal  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  greet  you 
in  person  to-day;  though  absent  in  person,  I  am  present  in  thought  and 

spirit.” 

He  invokes  the  richest  benedictions  of  Heaven  on  their  delib¬ 
erations,  that  divine  wisdom  may  aid  them,  and  divine  strength 
support  them  in  carrying  out  such  plans  and  means  as  will  best 
promote  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  our  beloved  Craft. 

In  speaking  of  the  “State  of  the  Craft"  in  his  jurisdiction  he 
says : 

“It  gives  me  genuine  pleasure  to  report  that  the  past  year  has  been 
the  most  flourishing  and  prosperous  one  in  the  history  of  the  Craft  for 
many,  many  years.  So  far  as  I  have  been  informed,  peace,  good  will,  and 
fraternal  love  and  friendship  prevails  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  There  have  been  exaltations  in  every  Subordinate  Chapter  but  one ; 
and  in  some  of  the  Chapters  the  number  of  exaltations  has  reached  to 
twenty-four.  The  total  number  of  exaltations  during  the  year  was  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five.  The  net  increase  in  membership  is  one  hundred 
and  sixty-one.  The  financial  condition  of  the  Chapters  has,  therefore, 
kept  pace  with  the  increased  membership,  while  the  financial  condition  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  is,  perhaps,  far  above  that  of  any  previous  year  in  its 
existence,  certainly  than  in  the  last  two  or  three  decades.  There  appears 
*5 
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to  be  more  zeal  and  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  than 
I  have  ever  known.” 

Only  one  official  visitation  was  made. 

Dispensations  were  granted  to  one  Chapter  to  receive  and 
act  on  a  petition  for  degrees  at  the  same  meeting;  to  another 
to  receive  and  ballot  on  petitions  for  affiliation;  to  another 
to  receive  petitions  for  degrees  at  a  special  meeting,  to  be  acted 
on  at  the  next  regular  meeting.  He  recommends  the  same  ap¬ 
propriation  for  the  expenses  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
and  his  assistants  in  visiting  the  subordinate  Chapters,  believ¬ 
ing  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  of  promoting  zeal 
and  activity  among  the  Chapters.  We  heartily  concur  in  the 
recommendation.  He  is  very  modest  in  his  recommendation 
that  the  Grand  Secretary’s  salary  be  at  least  $300.  The  Grand 
Secretary  certainly  earns  his  salary.  In  concluding  his  ad¬ 
dress  he  says : 

“I  have  endeavored  to  present  to  you  an  account  of  my  stewardship  for 
the  past  year,  and  to  lay  before  you  such  facts  as  I  deemed  worthy  of  your 
notice.  Notwithstanding  my  inability  to  do  as  much  as  I  desired  to 
promote  the  general  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Royal  Craft,  I  feel  that 
the  earnest  and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  other  Grand  Officers  has  sup¬ 
plied  any  omissions  on  my  part;  and  I  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  the  banner  of 
Royal  Masonry  in  South  Carolina  floats  higher  to-day  than  at  any  time 
in  many  years.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  that  the  Chapters  as  a  rule 
have  been  fairly  prompt  in  making  returns  and  in  paying  dues, 
all  having  made  returns  but  three;  that  the  Secretaries  are 
courteous,  prompt,  and  anxious  to-  aid  in  correcting  all  errors, 
and  trying  to  make  the  records  complete  and  accurate.  He 
speaks  particularly  of  the  pleasure  he  enjoyed  in  visiting  Chap¬ 
ters  and  in  rendering  them  what  assistance  he  could. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  quotes  freely  and  fav- 
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orably  from  Grand  High  Priest  Kline's  address  in  reviewing 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reports  as  follows: 


February  9,  1904,  cash  balance  . $2,288  36 

Receipts  during  year  . 1,783  00 

$4,071  36 

Expenses  .  925  88 

Balance  . $3,145  48 


Frank  E.  Harrison,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Jacob  T.  Barron,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  W.  H. 

,  "V 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Convocation  of  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sonry  of  South  Dakota  convened  in  Sioux  Falls  City,  Thurs¬ 
day,  June  14,  1906  A.  D.,  2436  A.  L,  at  9  o’clock  a.  m M. 
E.  Grand  High  Priest  John  K.  Kutnewsky  presiding,  and  the 
other  officers  in  their  respective  stations  and  places.  Twelve 
Past  Grand  High  Priests,  twenty-three  Grand  Representatives 
of  sister  jurisdictions,  among  them  the  Representative  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  nineteen  Past  High  Priests,  and  Representatives  of 
twenty-six  constituent  Chapters.  The  Grand  Chapter  was 
opened  in  ample  form  with  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 
The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address  gives  a  fraternal 
greeting  to  all  who  are  present  as  well  as  to  those  who  are 
absent.  He  refers  to  the  great  loss  the  Craft  has  sustained 
in  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Samuel  J.  Moore.  He 
feelingly  refers  to  the  loss  sustained  by  death  in  sister  jurisdic¬ 
tions,  mentioning  by  name  the  departed  Companions  and  ex¬ 
pressing  the  hope 
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“That  each  Companion  who  has  passed  the  intervening  vails  between 
time  and  eternity  has  received  a  reward  consequent  to  a  well  spent  life.” 

He  granted  several  dispensations  to  Chapters  to  elect  and  in¬ 
stall  officers  at  various  times ;  also  to  two  Chapters  to  change 
their  place  of  meeting,  one  of  them  having  lost  its  hall  by  fire, 
and  giving  permission  to  two  Chapters  to  raise  their  dues. 

He  reports  two  Chapters  that  surrendered  their  charters 
during  the  year.  He  decided  that  Chapter  members  from 
Grand  Chapters  that  do  not  confer  the  Past  Master’s  degree 
may  be  admitted  to  all  Chapter  degrees  except  Past  Master’s. 
In  conclusion,  he  expresses  most  hearty  thanks  to  the  Grand 
Lecturer  for  the  very  efficient  service  rendered  by  him  to  the 
Craft  during  the  year.  The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  receipts 
during  the  year,  $1,534.77;  disbursements,  $1,176.98;  balance 
in  hand,  $1,586.70. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  that  for  the  first  time  in  years 
the  report  from  all  the  Chapters  was  on  time.  Number  of 
Chapters,  29;  number  of  members,  2,001;  net  gain,  106. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  states  that  his  report  is 
the  most  incomplete  of  any  of  the  seventeen  he  has  made,  nine 
Jurisdictions,  among  them  Pennsylvania,  having  failed  to  re¬ 
port. 

G.  A.  Pettigrew,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Louis  G.  Levov,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  W.  H. 

TENNESSEE,  1905. 

The  Seventy-seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of 
Nashville,  Monday,  January  29,  A.  D.  1906,  Most  Excellent 
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Grand  High  Priest  William  D.  Good  presiding,  assisted  by 
the  other  Grand  Officers.  Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
and  nineteen  Past  High  Priests  were  present  and  seventy-one 
"subordinate  Chapters  were  represented.  After  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  standing  committees  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
delivered  his  address.  He  extended  a  most  hearty  welcome  to 
all  the  members  and  visitors  present.  With  gratitude  he  re¬ 
fers  to  the  fact  that  their  official  ranks  have  been  unbroken 
during  the  year.  Peace  and  harmony  prevail  and  all  reports 
indicate  a  year  of  prosperity.  Tender  reference  is  made  to  the 
illustrious  dead  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

Only  one  question  was  asked  for  official  ruling. 

“Is  a  member  of  a  Chapter  who  has  taken  the  Mark  and  the  Past 
Master’s  Degree  only  liable  for  dues?  No.  There  can  be  no  members  of 
a  Chapter  except  those  who  have  been  exalted  to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.’1 

In  Pennsylvania  membership  begins  with  the  conferring  of 
the  Mark  degree. 

Eight  dispensations,  all  to  elect  and  install  officers.  Three 
dispensations  for  new  Chapters  were  issued. 

On  account  of  the  condition  of  his  health  he  visited  but  two 
Chapters. 

He  strongly  commends  the  Widows’  and  Orphans’  Home  as 
a  worthy  effort  to  establish  a  much  needed  refuge  for  these 
dependent  ones. 

He  assures  them  they  will  feel  happier  to  give  ten  dollars  to 
the  Endowment  Fund  than  to  spend  twenty-five  dollars  on  a 
spread. 

Fraternal  recognition  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Western  Australia  was  refused  until  such  time  as 
the  mother  Grand  Chapter  should  agree  to  the  same. 

The  following  telegram  was  sent  to  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
W.  S.  Findlay: 
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“The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Free-  Masons  of  Tennessee  sends 
greetings,  with  the  assurance  of  sympathy,  wishing  you  a  speedy  recovery 
to  health,  is  our  prayer.’’ 

Answer : 

“Many  thanks  for  your  kind  wishes  for  my  welfare,  hoping  you  may 
have  a  harmonious  and  a  profitable  session, 

“I  am  fraternally  yours, 

“W.  S.  Findlay.” 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  in  regard  to  defunct 
Chapters : 

“Be  it  Resolved,  By  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee,  that  when  a  Cnap- 
ter  has  surrendered  its  charter  and  desires  toj  be  reinstated  and  commence 
work  again,  and  gives  satisfactory  assurance  of  its  ability  and  willingness 
to  reorganize,  resume  work  and  maintain  a  Chapter,  that  no  fees  be  charged 
for  a  new  charter  or  dispensation.” 

Statistics. 


Total  number  of  Chapters  .  77 

East  Tennessee  .  24 

Middle  Tennessee . •  •  •  . . 30 

West  Tennessee .  23  77 

Membership  . . .  3>55 1 

Cash  balance .  $4>369-4I 


Edward  G.  Corbitt  Chapter,  No.  147,  was  requested  to  ex¬ 
emplify  the  Royal  Arch  degree  before  the  Grand  Chapter  at 
the  next  Annual  Convocation,  January,  1907. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  Comp.  J.  H.  Mc- 
Clister,  who  reviews  fifty-two  Jurisdictions  in  eighty-seven 
pages.  He  devotes  a  little  more  than  two>  pages  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  quotes  briefly  from  M.  E.  Edgar  A,  Tennis’ 
eulogy  on  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Richard  M.  Johnson. 

In  speaking  of  the  work  of  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  H. 
Oscar  Kline,  he  says  : 

“His  edict  had  gone  forth  declaring  the  action  of  Chapters  void,  but 
what  the  action  was  we  are  not  told.” 
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The  action  taken  by  the  different  Chapters  was  unlawful 
and  therefore  void.  Two>  of  the  edicts  were  issued  because 
the  Chapters  had  acted  before  inquiry  was  made  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  and  his  reply  received.  Another  was  issued  be¬ 
cause  inquiry  was  made  of  the  Grand  Secretary  under  another 
name  than  that  of  the  real  applicant.  The  reasons  are  given 
why  the  edict  issued.  Law  was  violated  in  each  case.  In 
Pennsylvania  no  candidate  for  the  Capitular  degrees  in  Free¬ 
masonry  can  legally  be  balloted  for  until  inquiry  is  made  of 
the  Grand  Secretary  whether  there  is  anything  against  the  ap¬ 
plicant  in  the  records  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  the  Grand 
Secretary's  reply  is  received.  If  he  is  not  clear  with  the  Grand 
Secretary  no<  action  can  be  taken.  In  Pennsylvania  all  suspen¬ 
sions,  expulsions  and  rejections  must  be  at  once  reported  to  the 
Grand  Secretary,  who  keeps  a  record  of  all  these,  so  that  if  an 
applicant  has  ever  been  suspended,  expelled  or  rejected  it  can 
be  at  once  found  out. 

George  L.  Cowan,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  A.  Clendening,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  W.  H. 


TEXAS,  1905. 

The  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Texas  convened  in  the  Masonic 
Temple  at  Waco,  Texas,  December  5,  A.  D.  1905,  A.  I.  2435, 
at  2  o’clock  p.  m..  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  E.  F. 
Murchison  presiding,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  their  re¬ 
spective  stations  and  places.  Twelve  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  representatives  of  subordinate 
Chapters  present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  covers  eight  pages  and 
gives  a  summary  of  the  year’s  work. 
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We  quote  from  his  opening  paragraph: 

“Blessings  and  glory,  wisdom  and  thanksgiving,  honor  and  praise,  power 
and  might  be  unto  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.  Our  lives  have  been 
precious  in  His  sight  and  H!e  has  again  permitted  us  to  assemble  around 
this  sacred  altar  and  offer  up  our  thanksgiving  for  His  protecting  care 
during  another  year.” 

He  speaks  affectionately  of  those  who  have  been  consigned 
to  the  City  of  the  Silent  during  the  year  just  closed. 

“At  his  home  in  the  city  of  Waxahachie  on  Sunday,  September  10th, 
the  summons  came  and  the  spirit  of  Most  Excellent  Companion  Peyton 
Nowlin  passed  within  the  white  vail.  The  following  day  his  brethren  laid 
his  body  to  rest  in  the  same  city  where  he  had  resided  for  so  many  years. 
Companion  Nowlin  was  eighty  years  old  at  the  date  of  his  death.  He  had 
been  a  Mason  for  thirty-eight  years,  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Work  for  ten  years,  and  was  Grand  High  Priest  in  1882.” 

In  his  memorial  address  Comp.  Walter  Acker  says: 

“Painstaking  and  careful,  profoundly  appreciative  of  our  beautiful  and 
impressive  ritual,  together  with  the  great  moral  truths  it  is  intended  to 
teach,  he  traversed  Texas  from  Dan  to  Beersheba,  dispensing  true  Masonic 
light  and  knowledge.  He  was  the  Gamaliel  at  whose  feet  I,  with  thousands 
of  others,  lisped  my  first  Masonic  lessons.” 

Continuing,  the  Grand  High  Priest  says : 

“Other  Companions  who  have  greeted  us  with  kind  words  and  the 

» 

hearty  right  hand  of  fellowship  at  former  Grand  Convocations  have,  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  entered  that  undiscovered  country  from  whose  bourne  no 
traveler  returns.” 

He  refers  to  the  distinguished  dead  of  other  Jurisdictions, 
among  them  Past  Grand  High  Priest  George  E.  Wagner,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Ten  Chapters  were  constituted  during  the  year.  Four  were 
revived.  On  petition,  eight  under  dispensation  were  granted. 
Seven  dispensations  were  granted  to  publicly  install  officers 
outside  of  the  Chapter  room.  Seven  dispensations  asked 
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for  were  refused.  Twenty- four  decisions  were  made,  mostly 
of  a  local  character. 

“Can  a  Companion  dimited  from  a  Lodge  affiliate  with  a  Chapter  ?” 

“Yes;  Article  108  gives  him  the  privilege  ot  affiliation.  In  my  judg¬ 
ment  it  should  be  repealed.” 

We  agree  with  you,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“A  Scottish  Rite  32d  Degree  Mason  cannot  visit  a  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  unless  known  and  properly  vouched  for  as  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  in  good  standing.” 

“Eighteen  months  having  elapsed  since  the  Brother  was  elected  to 
receive  his  degrees  in  Clarendon  Chapter,  a  new  ballot  must  be  taken.  Re¬ 
elected  officers  need  not  be  reinstalled.” 

Pennsylvania  requires  them  to  be  reinstalled. 

He  refers  to  the  Widows’  and  Orphans’  Home  as  follows : 

“On  January  3,  the  Excellent  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  advised  me 
that  he  desired  to  solicit  contributions  from  the  Subordinate  Chapters  to 
erect  a  chapel  at  the  Home.  He  was  at  once  assured  of  my  hearty  co¬ 
operation  and  support.  I  desire  to  thank  him  and  those  assisting  him 
in  the  enterprise  for  the  excellent  work  they  have  accomplished,  and  also 
to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  manner  in  which  the  Chapters  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  erection  of  the  building.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  visit  the 
Home,  which  I  found  in  a  prosperous  condition  under  the  splendid  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  superintendent  and  his  good  wife.  The  efficient  and  well- 
selected  Board  of  Directors  have  the  interests  of  the  Home  at  heart,  and 
are  doing  everything  possible  to  make  it  second  to  none  in  this  Union. 
Let  us  as  Royal  Arch  Masons  heartily  co-operate  with  them  that  the 
desired  result  may  be  obtained.  The  Grand  Chapter  at  its  last  Convoca¬ 
tion  made  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  $5,000  to  be 
paid  this  year  and  $5,000  next  year.  The  Grand  Lodge,  by  resolution, 
directed  that  the  money,  when  paid,  should  go  to  the  Widows’  and  Orphans' 
Home.” 

\ 

Well  done  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas. 

The  auditorium  for  religious  and  other  public  gatherings  is 
on  the  top  floor,  which  is  too  difficult  of  access  for  old  people, 
therefore  a  request  was  made  on  the  Chapters  and  Command- 
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cries  of  the  State  for  funds  to  be  used  in  erecting  an  auditor¬ 
ium  apart  from  the  Home,  in  which  these  chapel  services  and 
other  public  gatherings  may  be  held.  The  response  was  gen¬ 
erous.  From  Chapters,  $3,656.50;  from  C'ommanderies, 
$1,715.00;  from  Lodges,  $110.00.  Lodges  were  not  solicited. 
The  amount  asked  for  was  $5,000.  In  making  their  appeal  for 
funds  they  use  the  following  language : 

“ To  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Chapter - 

“At  the  beginning  of  this  new  year  (1905)  which  holds  out  such  abun¬ 
dant  promises  of  prosperity  and  good  cheer  to  all  the  people  of  our 
great  State,  and  particularly  to  our  beloved  Order,  we  desire  to  submit 
to  you  and  through  you  to  your  Chapter  a  proposition  in  behalf  of  our 
Widows’  and  Orphans’  Home,  located  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  This  insti¬ 
tution,  founded  on  the  benevolent  teachings  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and 
established  and  maintained  by  the  generosity  of  the  Masons  and  Masonic 
bodies  of  Texas,  is  now  in  a  condition  to  do  and  is  to-day  doing  a  noble 
work  in  caring  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  our  deceased  Masonic  breth¬ 
ren.  It  has  within  its  walls  ten  widows,  aged  from  70  to  86  years,  and 
134  orphans  of  these  Brethren.  To  the  aged  widow  the  Order  is  furnish¬ 
ing  a  comfortable  home  after  she  has  ‘fought  a  good  fight’  in  bearing  her 
share  of  the  burdens  of  life  and  has  reached  a  point  where  she  is  entitled 
to  call  for  the  protecting  arm  of  our  fraternity.  To  the  orphan  it  is  furnish¬ 
ing  not  only  the  comforts  of  a  home  but  that  tender  and  affectionate  care 
and  training  of  which  they  have  been  deprived  by  the  loss  of  parents  and 
which  is  far  more  important  to'  the  right  development  of  their  hearts  and 
minds  than  mere  material  comforts.  It  is  preparing  them  to  become  good 
and  useful  men  and  women  in  the  world,  and  to  bear  well  their  part  in 
the  battle  of  life.  These  occupants  of  the  Home  are  not  objects  of 
charity,  but  the  wards  of  your  generosity  and  unselfishness,  and  are  living 
exemplifications  that  Masonry  is  something  more  than  a  mere  hollow  pre¬ 
tense,  and  that  our  professions  of  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth  are  backed 
by  a  solid  earnestness.  Universal  benevolence  is  one  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  to  aid  a  Companion  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  his  widow  or  orphan  is  one  of  the  highest  duties  inculcated  by  the 
teachings  of  Capitular  Masonry.” 

The  Report  on  Obituaries  is  brief  but  appropriate. 

“Companions,  some  one  has  said,  ‘Death  loves  a  shining  mark,’  but  this 
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grim-visaged  messenger  has  dealt  mercifully  with  the  Companions  within 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  Considering  the  large  number  of  men  who  have  had 
a  liberal  experience  in  traveling  life’s  rough  and  rugged  pathway,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  reported  is  very  few,  yet  we  have  not  entirely  escaped.  Our 
ranks  have  been  invaded  and  the  irresistible  and  persistent  enemy  of  life 
has  been  to  an  extent  victorious.  The  solemn  dirges  that  have  been  sung 
by  this  and  our  sister  jurisdictions  have  not  ceased  their  muffled  echoes, 
and  they  still  fall  with  saddening  effect  upon  our  ears,  and  we  stand  with 
uncovered  heads  and  bowed  hearts  as  we  drop  the  sympathetic  tear  that  it 
may  mingle  with  those  of  the  bereaved  Companions,  widows  and  orphans 
who  have  been  brought  low  by  reason  of  temporal  separation.  Let  us 
also  remember  that  one  who  was  inspired  to  think  God’s  thoughts  after 
him  has  said,  ‘Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  His  saints.’  ” 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  cash  balance  of  $10,321.68. 
There  are  188  chartered  Chapters.  Present  membership, 
11,622.  Net  gain  during  the  year,  1,032. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  covers  146  pages. 
Pennsylvania  is  very  fairly  reviewed  in  a  little  more  than  four 
pages.  It  says  : 

“The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  is  a  volume 
of  300  pages,  conveniently  arranged,  handsomely  bound,  well  printed,  em¬ 
bellished  with  photogravures  of  two  Past  High  Priests,  George  E.  Wag¬ 
ner  and  Richard  M.  Johnson,  and  is  one  of  the  neatest  to  reach  our  desk.” 

Again : 

“The  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  twenty-seven  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priests  and  eleven  Chaplains.  Thus  supplied  with  law 
and  Gospel  and  five  Grand  Convocations  annually,  there  is  but  little  ex¬ 
cuse  for  our  good  Companions  of  Pennsylvania  going  far  wrong.  Their 
109  years  of  experience  has  produced  an  order,  system  and  business 
management  of  affairs  that  is  unexcelled,  if  equaled,  in  any  other  jurisdic¬ 
tion.” 

Comp.  ’Samuel  P.  Cochran,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  John  A.  Bryan,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  W.  H. 


236 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1906. 


VERMONT. 

The  Eighty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Vermont  convened  in  Masonic 
Temple  in  the  City  of  Burlington  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.,  Friday, 
the  15th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1906,  A.  I.  2436,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  Delos  M.  Bacon  presiding,  and  the  other  Grand 
Officers  in  their  respective  stations  and  places.  Eight  Past 
Grand  High  Priests,  one  Past  Grand  King,  ten  Past  High 
Priests,  twenty  Representatives  from  sister  Jurisdictions, 
and  Representatives  from  twenty-three  of  the  twenty-nine 
Chapters  in  the  Jurisdiction  present.  The  Grand  Chap- . 
ter  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
Grand  Chaplain  Rev.  Charles  F.  Partridge  officiating  at  the 
altar. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  annual  address,  intro¬ 
ducing  it  in  the  following  language: 

“On  this  beautiful  June  morning,  made  joyous  by  nature’s  green  ver¬ 
dure  and  foliage,  and  even  by  the  singing  of  birds  in  this  beautiful  queen 
,city  of  Burlington,  by  Champlain’s  historic  shore,  w'e  assemble  in  our 
Eighty-ninth  Annual  Convocation.  I  give  you  fraternal  welcome  and  greet¬ 
ing.” 

Sickness  in  his  family  prevented  him  from  doing*  the  woirk 
he  had  mapped  out  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  He  ex¬ 
presses  the  warmest  gratitude  to  Him  in  whose  hands  are  the 
“issues  of  life  and  death”  for  restoring  an  only  son,  whose 
disease  had  brought  him  down  close  to  that  shadowy  river 
called  death,  and  who  to  all  human  efforts  seemed  past  hope. 
By  the  intervention  of  Providence  supplementing  human  re¬ 
sources  he  was  brought  back  to  his  wonted  health.  He  trusted 
aright.  He  speaks  in  commendatory  terms  of  the  general  and 
intelligent  understanding  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
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Priests  and  of  the  High  Priests  on  most  questions  involving 
law  and  jurisprudence,  thus  relieving  the  Grand  High  Priest 
of  answering  questions  which  have  been  already  answered. 

“All  honor  to  all  such  who  are  more  than  figureheads,  but  are  Masons 
in  name,  profession,  character  and  ability.” 

He  submitted  the  following  ruling : 

“Non-affiliation  in  Lodge  occasioned  by  dimit  does  not  affect  member¬ 
ship  in  Chapter  nor  abridge  in  any  degree  former  rights  and  privileges.” 

Pennsylvania  law  says :  “Members  of  a  Chapter  cease  to  be 
such  by  expulsion,  suspension,  resignation  or  by  ceasing  to  be 
a  member  of  a  Master  Mason's  Lodge  for  more  than  six 
months. ”  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  this 
ruling  was  referred,  reported  that  the  law  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Vermont  as  enunciated  by  the  session  of  1898,  which  is 
still  the  law,  is : 

“While  affiliation  with  a  Lodge  is  necessary  in  those  applying  for  the 
Capitular  degrees,  it  is  not  necessary  when  the  application  is  for  reinstate¬ 
ment  or  affiliation  with  a  Chapter.” 

He  also  states  that  in  several  cases  he  granted  a  dispensa¬ 
tion  to  receive  and  ballot  on  petitions  without  waiting  the  pre¬ 
scribed  time.  This  he  thinks  is  in  conflict  with  the  decisions 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  session  of  1903,  and  invites  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  to  the  subject. 
The  committee  reported  that  the  conflict  was  more  seeming 
than  real,  but  recommended  that  the  power  to  grant  dispensa¬ 
tions  be  limited  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  or  Acting  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  to  strike  out  “or  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe. ”  Recommendation  adopted. 
It  seems  from  this  recommendation  that  the  power  to  grant 
dispensations  had  been  vested  in  the  Deputy  Grand  High 
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Priest,  Grand  King*  and  Grand  Scribe,  as  well  as  in  the  Grand 
High  Priest. 

He  speaks  in  highly  commendatory  terms  of  the  efficient 
service  rendered,  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  as  an  evidence 
of  his  sincerity  recommends  that  his  salary  for  the  past  year 
be  doubled.  The  Committee  on  Finance  heartily  concurred  in 
the  recommendation. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  in  his  report,  as  well  as  the  District  Dep-  . 
uty  Grand  High  Priests,  of  whom  there  are  five,  represent  the 
work  in  the  Jurisdiction  as  being  in  fine  condition. 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  gives  brief  memoirs  of  all  the 
official  dead  reported  from  the  several  jurisdictions  reported 
to  them. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  makes  courteous  mention 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  3,658. 

David  A.  Elliott,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Henry  H.  Ross,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  W.  PI. 

VIRGINIA,  1905. 

The  Ninety-eighth  Grand  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Masons  of  Virginia  convened 
in  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  Va.,  Tuesday* 
evening,  October  24,  A.  L.  5905,  A.  D.  1905,  A.  I.  2435,  at 
8  o’clock,  when  after  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  M.  E,  Grand 
High  Priest  Sol.  Louis  Bloomberg.  All  the  Grand  Officers, 
eight  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  three  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priests  and  forty-seven  Past  High  Priests  were  present. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  introduced  his  ad¬ 
dress  as  follows : 
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The  hands  on  the  dial  of  the  universe  mark  the  passage  of  another 
year  into  the  irrevocable  past,  leaving  naught  but  memories  of  its  joys  and 
sorrows,  and  the  good  deeds  we  have  performed  therein  as  monuments 
to  mark  its  existence.  This  passage  of  time  brings  us  again  to  the  fourth 
Tuesday  in  October,  and  in  accordance  w.th  law,  convenes  us  in  the  Ninety- 
eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Virginia. 
In  passing  from  the  term  which  is  about  to  close  with  all  its  joys  and  pangs, 
triumphs  .and  disappointments,  and  entering  upon  the  new,  beyond  whose 
closed  portals  the  eye  cannot  penetrate,  I  pause  and  gather  memories  from 
the  past  as  travelers  on  their  journeys  rest  at  landmarks  and  milestones, 
and  think  of  the  ways  they  have  come  and  of  the  road  that  is  yet  before 
them.” 

He  urges  upon  the  subordinate  Chapters  to  take  lively,  active 
interest  in  the  Masonic  Home  and  requests  the  adoption  of  a 
resolution  donating  to  the  Home  a  portion  of  each  exaltation 
fee.  In  order  to  strengthen  the  bonds  between  the  Home  and 
the  Grand  Chapter  he  advises  that  the  Grand  Chapter  be  offi¬ 
cially  represented  on  the  Board  of  Governors,  which  was  done 
in  the  person  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  E.  S'.  Conrad. 

In  the  decisions  made  in  reference  to  By-Laws  he  says : 

”1  would  suggest  that  you  amend  Section  4  by  striking  out  the  wrords 
'‘and  in  addition  thereto  these  officers  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  dues 
wffiile  in  office’  and  strike  out  ‘fifty  cents’  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
amount  you  desire  the  officers  to  receive  for  their  services. 

‘T  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  resolution  adopted  on  July  7,  exempting 
all  members  of  religious  denominations  engaged  in  the  ministry  from  pay¬ 
ment  of  fees  for  degrees  is  of  no  force  or  effect  as  it  was  not  unanimously 
agreed  to,  which  is  necessary  to  make  it  legal.” 

He  is  opposed  to-  granting  dispensations  to  ballot  on  petitions 
before  the  time  required  by  law  has  elapsed. 

He  strongly  animadverts  on  all  unbecoming  conduct  in  the 
conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  Anything  that  would 
in  any  way  detract  from  the  solemnity  and  beauty  of  the  de¬ 
gree  will  be  considered  un-Masonic  conduct  and  will  be  treated 
accordingly.  We  have  seen  irreverent  conduct  in  conferring 
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the  degree  outside  the  Jurisdiction  of  Virginia.  He  recom¬ 
mends  to  the  Working  Committee  the  adoption  of  a  uniform 
paraphernalia  to  be  used  throughout  the  Jurisdiction  in  the 
conferring  of  this  degree. 

The  city  of  Bristol,  which  is  partly  in  Tennessee  and  partly 
in  Virginia,  gives  anxious  concern  as  to  Jurisdiction.  He 
thinks  candidates  should  choose  for  themselves,  which  is 
surely  all  that  could  be  asked.  He  says  in  conclusion: 

“And  now,  my  Companions,  in  retiring  from  the  office  of  Grand  High 
Priest  with  which  you  have  invested  me,  permit  me  to  say,  although  under 
the  verbiage  of  our  law  I  am  relegated  to  the  ‘Past’  (Grand  High  Priest¬ 
hood),  yet  so  long  as  I  am  endowed  with  strength  and  understanding  I 
shall  expect  to  be  ‘present’  in  the  active,  earnest  work  of  our  Order, 
and  always  to  be  found  where  there  is  duty  to  be  performed.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports : 

“Just  ten  years  have  passed  since  I  was  first  elected  Grand  Secretary. 
During  the  decade  our  numbers  have  increased  from  31  to  52  active  work¬ 
ing  Chapters,  and  from  2,407  to  4,348  faithful  Royal  Arch  Masons.’’ 

The  Grand  Lecturer’s  report  shows  a  year  of  faithful  work 
by  him  and  corresponding  advantage  to  the  Chapters. 

Next  year  will  be  the  centennial  year  and  their  Convocation 
will  be  held  in  Norfolk,  where  Chapter  No.  i  is  located. 

Samuel  W.  Thompson,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  Braxton  Blanks,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

j.  w.  h: 

WASHINGTON. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  assembled  in  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Convocation 
in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  Spokane,  Monday,  June  18,  A.  D. 
1906,  A.  I.  2436,  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
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Otis  A.  Crampton  in  the  chair,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in 
their  respective  stations  and  places.  Six  Past  Grand  High 
Priests,  twenty-nine  Past  High  Priests  and  Representatives  of 
twenty-six  of  the  twenty-seven  subordinate  Chapters  present. 
The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  opened  in 
ample  form. 

Permission  was  granted  to  insert  the  names  of  any  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  who  may  arrive  later  in  the  session. 
The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation 
was  dispensed  with,  printed  copies  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
Companions.  The  necessary  committees  being  appointed,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  annual  address.  He  states 
that  the  year  just  closing*  was  an  uneventful  one  in  his  Juris- 
diction ;  prosperity  and  harmony  have  been  undisturbed  in  the 
Chapters.  He  gratefully  acknowledges  the  goodness  of  the 
Giver  of  all  good  for  the  blessings  He  has  showered  upon  them, 
both  as  a  people  and  as  Masons. 

Under  the  head  of  “Necrology,”  he  feelingly  refers  to  the 
departed  of  his  own  Jurisdiction,  naming  them  and  giving 
date  of  their  death.  He  refers  at  length  to  the  death  of  M.  E. 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  Thomas  Milburne  Reed,  setting  forth 
his  efficient  services  bath  as  a  statesman  and  a  Mason  during 
a  life  of  eighty  years. 

“Oh  good  gray  head,  which  all  men  knew. 

Oh  voice  from  which  their  omens  Masons  drew. 

True  heart  to  all  occasions  true, 

/  And  from  that  stood  four  square  to  every  wind  that  blew'.” 

Few  decisions  were  made  during  the  year.  The  third  one- 
was : 

“That  a  Chapter  may  elect  an  aged  or  otnerwise  deserving  Companion 
to  honorary  membership,  but  must  pay  membership  dues  to  Grand 
Chapter  for  such  member,  the  same  as  for  every  other  member.” 

16 
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Dispensations  were  granted  to  several  Chapters  to  use  a  sub¬ 
stitute  in  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  In  closing  he 
says  duties  have  not  been  arduous ;  his  opportunities  to-  serve 
the  Craft  have  not  been  numerous,  but  that  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  he  has  served  them. 

The  Grand  Orator  delivered  a  very  plain,  sensible  address, 
concluding  with  this  chaste  poetic  quotation : 

“Somewhere  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  there  grew, 

Where  its  tendrils  were  watered  by  the  heavenly  dew, 

A  little  green  vine,  of  species  so  rare 
That  Adam  and  Eve  knew  not  it  was  there, 

Until  the  bold  serpent  had  taught  them  the  way 
To  discover  such  things  when  he  led  them  astray. 

When  the  couple  first  discovered  the  vine, 

And  found  that  its  fragrance  was  somewhat  divine, 

They  trained  it  to  growr  at  the  side  of  their  hearth ; 

From  thence  it  has  spread  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

In  hot,  sandy  desert,  in  mountains  of  snow, 

Wherever  man  plants  it,  it  will  flourish  and  grow. 

There  is  naught  in  the  world  so  mild,  yet  so  strong; 

There  is  nothing  so  deep,  so  broad'  or  so  long; 

It  holds  in  its  tendrils  superlative  power, 

Yet  it  bears  on  its  branches  a  sweet  little  flower. 

The  threatening  of  death  It  has  often  defied, 

And  for  it  a  Saviour  has  suffered  and  died. 

It  binds  up  the  wounds  of  the  sick  and  the  sad, 

It  helps  to  reform  the  vicious  and  bad ; 

It  flows  through  the  gates  of  the  strong  prison  door, 
Unbinding  the  victim  that  is  chained  to  the  floor. 

The  need  is  direct  from  God’s  garden  above. 

The  vine  is  true  friendship — it  blossoms  from  love.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  twenty-seven  Chapters;  total 
membership,  2,146;  net  gain  for  the  year,  116. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  balance  on  hand  of  $2,582.65. 
The  Committee  on  Correspondence  has  no  report  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  not  having  received  any. 
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Comp.  Richard  S..  Nicholls,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest'. 
Comp.  Yancey  C.  Blalock,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  W.  H. 


WEST  VIRGINIA,  1905. 

The  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  West  Virginia  was  held  in  Masonic 
Temple  in  the  City  of  Charleston,  November  14,  A.  D.  1905, 
A.  I.  2435.  The  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form  at  high 
twelve,  M.  E.  Hiram  R.  Howard,  Grand  High  Priest,  presid¬ 
ing  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  their  respective  stations  and 
places.  Eight  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present  and 
twenty-eight  out  of  the  twenty-nine  subordinate  Chapters  were 
represented.  The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  full 
and  complete,  filling  thirteen  pages  of  nonpareil  type.  The 
entire  year's  work  is  collated.  We  quote  from  his  beginning : 

“So  swift  is  Time,  that  inexorable  master  and  monarch,  in  his  rapid, 
ceaseless,  untiring  flight  that  it  seems  as  only  yesterday  since  we  exchanged 
farewell  greetings,  and  each  sped  his  way  homeward,  his  heart  filled  with 
glad  anticipations  of  the  joyous  welcome  tnat  awaited  him  from  his  loved 
ones  and  friends,  to  again  enter  upon  and  assume  the  duties,  burdens  and 
cares  of  his  daily  life ;  hut  from  this  pleasing  day  dream  I  am  rudely 
arvakened  by  hastily  reviewing  in  my  mind  the  man}7  events  which  have 
occurred  both  in  the  Masonic  and  secular  world  since  that  time  and  am 
thereby  reminded  and  brought  to  a  realization  of  the  fact  that  a  full  year 
has  intervened  and  passed ;  a  year,  let  me  express  the  sincere  hope,  that  has 
brought  to  each  of  you  more  joy  than  sorrow;  more  good  than  ill  fortune; 
made  a  better  and  higher  type  of  man  and  Mason,  and  implanted  in  your 
hearts  the  ennobling  and  happy  feeling  of  having  both  by  your  precept 
and  example  aided  your  fellowman  in  the  advancement  of  that  knowledge 
that  tends  to  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  character,  the  spreading 
of  a  higher  civilization  and  making  life  brighter,  better  and  happier,  and 
the  world  appear  more  lovely  and  beautiful ;  in  short,  that  contented  and 
peaceful  feeling  that  the  world  has  been  the  gainer  by  reason  of  your  having 
lived  in  it.” 
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He  states  that 

“Nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  has  occurred  during  the  year  unfavorably 
affecting  Royal  Arch  Masonry;  peace  and  harmony  have  everywhere  pre¬ 
vailed  and  the  reports  from  the  Subordinate  Chapters  show'  a  steady  growth 
in  membership.  As  this  growth  is  principally  from  the  ranks  of  young 
men  it  argues  well  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.” 

He  lays  down  the  basis  or  foundation  on  which  permanent 
success  depends  : 

“A  high  standard  for  membership ;  a  strict  enforcement  and  compliance 
with  our  laws ;  a  thorough  study  of  the  essential  principles  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  in  both  the  written  and  unwritten  work,  as  taught  in  the  les¬ 
sons  of  the  several  degrees ;  a  regular  attendance  at  the  several  Chapter 
Convocations,  and  a  continuous,  earnest  endeavor  to  live  up  to  and  obey  the 
solemn  obligations  that  each  one  has  voluntarily  assumed,  so  that  not 
only  your  Companions,  but  the  outside  world  may  see  and  realize  that  we 
are,  indeed,  ‘a  band  of  brothers’  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  bound  together 
with  high  and  useful  aims  and  for  noble  purposes.” 

He  is  rather  severe  in  his  remarks  in  reference  to  the  hurry 
manifested  by  some  who  seem  to  regard  Capitular  Masonry 
as  a  kind  of  bridge  from  Blue  Lodge  Masonry  to  the  Com- 
mandery,  over  which  they  wish  to  pass  with  the  speed  of  a 
meteor. 

“This  is  not  as  it  should  be.  In  my  judgment  no  candidate  should  be 
advanced  from  one  degree  to  another  until  he  has  become  so  far  proficient 
in  the  several  modes  of  recognition  that  he  can  make  himself  known  to 
any  Companion  lie  may  chance  to  meet  and  has  been  instructed  to  intelli¬ 
gently  understand  and  explain  to  some  extent  the  moral  meaning  and  les¬ 
sons  of  the  preceding  degrees.  Without  this  we  may  increase  in  numbers, 
but  the  knowledge  and  spirit,  which  is  the  very  essence  and  life  of  Masonry, 
will  be  lacking,  the  work  will  languish,  the  members  lose  interest  and  the 
Chapter  finally  die.” 

He  announced  the  list  of  distinguished  Companions  of  other 
Jurisdictions  who  had  died  during  the  year.  Among  the 
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number  was  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  George  E. 
Wagner,  of  Pennsylvania. 

All  requests  for  waiver  of  jurisdiction  made  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  were  promptly  and  cheerfully 
granted. 

He  decided  that  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  from  a  Jurisdiction 
that  did  not  include  the  Select  and  Royal  Master  degrees 
must  have  these  degrees  conferred  upon  him  before  he  could 
make  application  for  membership  and  that  the  degrees  could 
not  be  conferred  gratis. 

After  a  unanimous  ballot  on  a  candidate  an  objection  was 
made.  The  objector  stated  his  objection.  The  candidate  had 
been  a  member  of  a  business  firm  nineteen  years  before,  which 
he  claimed  owed  him  a  balance.  If  the  candidate  would  pay 
him  a  trifling  sum  he  would  withdraw  his  objection.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  gives  his  decision  in  the  following  vigorous 
language : 

“I  characterize  it  as  a  most  contemptible  proposition,  such  as  I  could 
scarcely  credit  as  emanating  from  a  Companion  Mason  and  certainly  not 
from  a  worthy  one.  It  was  a  cold-blooded,  mercenary,  heartless  attempt  to 
use  the  cloak  of  Masonry  for  the  base  and  sordid  purpose  of  collecting 
a  doubtful  debt.  It  was  the  stand  and  deliver  of  the  highwayman.  Busi¬ 
ness  matters  and  differences  between  brethren  and  companions  have  no 
place  in  Lodge  or  Chapter,  and  are  not  to  be  tolerated  for  a  moment;  but 
when  a  Companion  so  far  forgets  and  violates  his  repeated  Masonic  obli¬ 
gations  in  this  respect  as  to  propose  to  barter  away  his  sacred  privilege 
as  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  a  Chapter  and  turn  the  institution  into  a 
collecting  agency  then  it  becomes  such  a  grave  Masonic  offense  that  it 
cannot  be  overlooked  by  his  Chapter.” 

He  concludes  his  address  as  follows : 

“May  your  mission  and  association  upon  this  occasion  be  as  pleasant  and 
refreshing  as  a  gentle,  balmy  breeze  wafting  the  perfume  of  the  first  flow¬ 
ers  of  spring  to  your  senses ;  as  harmonious  as  the  pure  music  and  song  of 
the  unfettered  bird  of  the  wildwood,  and  as  beneficial  as  the  rift  in  the 
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cloud  that  discloses  the  North  Star  to  the  lost  mariner  on  the  trackless 
ocean  and  by  means  of  which  he  is  enabled  to  steer  his  course  to  a  haven 
of  safety.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  of  $2,747.1 2. 
Number  of  Chapters,  29.  Membership,  3,246.  Net  increase 
over  last  year,  328. 

The  Proceedings  are  handsomely  embellished  with  portraits 
of  the  retiring  and  the  incoming  Grand  High  Priest,  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  the  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  1876-1877. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  takes  up  sev¬ 
enty-six  pages  in  making  their  report,  of  which  Pennsylvania 
gets  three.  It  is  a  very  fair  synopsis  of  the  year’s  work  as 
given  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  for  1904.  It  is  called  Eightieth  Annual.  It  should  be 
One  hundred  and  eighth. 

“We  do  not  quite  understand  the  allusion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  in 
taking  a,  ‘second  ballot’  upon  a  petition  for  degrees.” 

The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 
says,  Sect.  VI,  Art.  17: 

“In  case  of  a  rejection  upon  a  ballot,  a  second  ballot -upon  the  petition 
may  be  had,  provided  that  the  motion  therefor  shall  be  made  at  the  same  or 
a  subsequent  stated  meeting  held  within  six  months  after  the  rejection. 
Such  motion  shall  lie  over  until  the  next  or  some  subsequent  stated  meet¬ 
ing  not  exceeding  three  months  thereafter,  and  if  the  motion  is  adopted, 
the  second  ballot  must  be  had  at  the  next  stated  meeting  after  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  resolution/notice  thereof  being  sent  to  the  members.” 

* 

“The  Grand  High  Priest  increased  the  number  of  Chaplains  from  eight  to 
eleven.” 

Our  reviewer  asks  :  “  Of  what  is  this  a  sign  ?”  Of  the  respect 
the  Grand  Chapter  has  for  the  clergy.  Besides,  eleven  Chaplains 
for  over  25,000  Companions  is  not  extravagant. 
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Comp.  George  M.  Ford,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

C'omp.  D.  K.  Reed,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  W.  H. 


WISCONSIN,  1905. 

The  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  opened  in  ample  form  in  the  Masonic  Building 
in  Milwaukee  Tuesday  morning,  Feb.  20,  1906,  at  10  a.  m., 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  William  E.  Schwahn  presiding. 
After  announcing  the  appropriate  committees  for  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  business  to  be  presented  to  the  Convocation,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  address,  in  which  he  ex¬ 
tends  cordial  greetings  to  the  members  present,  but  sadly  re¬ 
fers  to  the  ninety-five  Companions  who.  have  passed  the  vails 
and  have  taken  up  their  permanent  abode  in .  the  country  be¬ 
yond  the  river  of  Death. 

The  year  has  been  an  uneventful  one,  no  contentions  having 
arisen  to  mar  the  peace  and  harmony  which  should  at  all  times 
prevail  among  the  Companions.  He  says : 

“I  am  not  an  advocate  of  a  multiplicity  of  laws,  having  endeavored  dur¬ 
ing  my  Masonic  life  to  reduce  the  laws  governing  my  intercourse  with  my 
Companions  to  a  very  simple  code.  Whatever  is  right  and  just  is  Masonic; 
whatever  wrong  and  unjust  is  un-Masonic.  Applying  this  rule  of  law 
to  my  own  actions,  I  find,.  I  have  avoided  many  an  unpleasant  difficulty,  that 
the  path  of  life  has  been  made  smoother,  and  that  if  we  make  this  our 
motto,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  need  never  be  called  to  account  for  un-Masonic 
conduct.” 

And  further : 

"Masonry  offends  no  prejudice;  it  opposes  no  sect;  it  stands  aloof  from 
all  the  noisy  clamors  of  the  day.  Its  mission  is  social  and  silent ;  it  does 
good  and  cofnmunicates,  but  the  right  hand  knows  not  what  the  left  hand 
does.  It  is  the  minister  of  want,  the  angel  of  consolation,  to  patient  suf¬ 
fering  the  handmaid  of  religion,  for  what  religion  teaches  from  lofty 


248 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1906. 


pulpits  Masonry  practically  performs.  Wherever  there  is  want  and  sor¬ 
row,  there  is  Masonry  to  relieve ;  wherever  there  is  wrong  and  oppression, 
there  is  Masonry  the  strong  arm  of  support ;  wherever  there  is  death  or 
sickness,  which  is  the  shadow  of  death,  there  also  is  Masonry  to  bind  up 
the  wounds  of  the  afflicted,  to  close  the  eyes  in  death,  and  with  reverent 
care  to  commit  the  dead  body  to  the  silence  and  retirement  of  the  grave.” 

A  fine  description  of  genuine  Freemasonry. 

To  the  question, 

“Do  you  object  to  the  Royal  Arch  Captain  participating  in  team  work 
in  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  Degree? 

“I  certainly  do  object  for  the  reason  that  only  the  Principal  Sojourner 
and  the  three  candidates  constitute  the  team,  no  less,  no  more.” 

Again : 

“Is  it  necessary  that  there  be  present  nine  regular  Royal  Arch  Masons 
if  Chapter  is  not  opened  in  Royal  Arch  Degree,  but  is  opened  in  the  Mark, 
Past,  or  Most  Excellent  Degree  for  the  purpose  of  work? 

“I  find  in  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  page  265,  that 
eight  may  work  as  a  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters,  seven  as  a  Lodge  of  Past 
Masters,  and  seven  as  a  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters,  and  I  take  it 
that  that  is  the  number  required  for  opening  any  of  the  above  degrees  for 
work.” 

One  request  was  made  for  a  dispensation. 

“Fort  Atkinson  Chapter,  No.  29,  asked  permission  to  receive  and  act 
upon  the  petition  of  Bro.  Fred  V.  Janssen,  of  Thomas  V.  Turner  Lodge, 
No.  409,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Chicago,  Ill.  Bro.  Janssen  had  been  in  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  Chapter  the  constitutional  time  of  ninety  days,  but  had  not 
resided  in  the  State  the  necessary  year.  I  was  obliged  to  refuse  this 
request  for  two  reasons :  First,  because  the  petitioner  was  still  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois,  and,  second,  because  the 
reasons  offered  by  Fort  Atkinson  Chapter  did  not  warrant  the  granting  of 
a  special  dispensation  which  might  engender  bad  feeling  between  two  sis¬ 
ter  j  urisdictions.” 

In  closing  his  address  he  extends  hearty  thanks  to>  all  his  as¬ 
sociate  Grand  Officers  for  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness,  but 
particularly  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 
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The  Grand  Secretary  reports  that  every  Chapter  sent  in  its 
annual  report  on  time;  that  every  dollar  of  dues  from  constit¬ 
uent  Chapters  was  paid  before  the  close  of  the  session.  Every 
Chapter  was  represented  but  two. 

The  above  is  surely  a  very  fine  showing*  for  subordinate 
Chapters.  Well  done,  Wisconsin ! 

The  Committee  on  Obituaries  in  their  report  use  the  follow¬ 
ing  very  appropriate  language : 

“In  reflecting  on  the  departure  of  our  beloved  Companions,  two  things 
profoundly  impress  us :  The  lives  we  live  and  the  deeds  we  do  are  the 
only  things  that  remain.  All  else  so  far  as  they  are  concerned  have  dis¬ 
solved  like  the  mist  of  the  morning  before  the  blaze  of  summer  noon,  but 
what  they  were  and  what  they  did ,  these  abide  to  unfold  and  to  grow  up 
in  the  measureless  amplitude  of  eternity.  In  all  of  us  is  the  doom  of 
growth,  and  before  us  are  the  youth  of  Hleaven,  and  the  everlasting  years 
of  God.  It  is  most  fitting  that  we  should  be  reminded  that  we  can  pass 
through  this  world  but  once.  Evanescent  as  it  is,  we  may  yet  live  lives  and 
do  deeds  that  shall  live  forever.  Possessions  here  seem  to  be  everything ; 
in  that  country  to  which  we  are  hastening  they  are  nothing.  Not  what 
we  have,  but  what  zve  are,  this  only  counts  in  time  and  in  eternity.  We 
are  glad  that  our  departed  Companions  had  the  magnificent  chance  of  com¬ 
ing  to  our  world  and  living  here  once.  Now  they*  are  through  with  suffer¬ 
ing,  struggling  and  enduring.  They  rest  from  labor  and  their  works  do 
follow  them.  To  us  who  remain  they  send  the  summons  from  on  high, 
to  be  and  to  do  all  that  is  possible  for  an  immortal  creature.” 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  devotes  eightv-three 
pages  to-  the  review  of  the  different  Jurisdictions.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  fairly  treated.  A  synopsis  of  the  routine  work 
is  given  and  quotations  are  taken  from  each  of  the  four  cor¬ 
respondents  of  1904. 

Comp.  John  Grimshaw,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  William  W.  Perry,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  W.  H.  , 
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CONCLUSION. 

When  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  laid  his  formative  hand  on  Capitular 
Masonry,  he  gave  to  American  Freemasonry  one  of  its 
most  beautiful  and  impressive  degrees,  the  sixth  or  Most 
Excellent  Master’s  Degree.  Mackey  says:  “  It  is  peculiarly 
American,  it  being  practiced  in  no  other  country.  ’  ’  This 
fact  makes  American  Capitular  Masonry  anomalously 
restrictive  in  that  Chapter  Masons  of  foreign  jurisdictions, 
not  having  received  the  M.  E.  Master’s  Degree,  may  not 
visit  American  Chapters,  while  American  Chapter  Masons 
suffer  no  such  deprivation  in  other  lands.  The  Grand 
Chapters  in  allegiance  with  the  General  Grand  Chapter  get 
over  this  difficulty  by  permitting  this  sixth  degree  to  be 
communicated  to  those  otherwise  entitled  to  visit  an 
American  R.  A.  Chapter. 

Pennsylvania  and  those  few  other  Jurisdictions  not  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  have  no  way  out  of  the 
dilemma,  and  must  perforce  stand  as  peculiar  and  exclusive 
in  this  particular  in  refusing  to  admit  Royal  Arch  Masons 
who  have  not  received  the  sixth  degree  as  visitors,  while  they 
may  freely  visit  foreign  Chapters.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
would  be  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  Masonic  custom  in  Eng¬ 
land  bears  little  resemblance  to  that  in  America.  This  is 
particularly  noticeable  in  the  matter  of  visitations.  It  is 
the  custom  in  England  for  each  member  present  to  bear  his 
share  of  the  expense  of  any  entertainment  given;  in  other 
words  ‘  ‘  to  pay  his  footing,  ’  ’  as  they  say  there.  Hence  a 
visitor  should  be  sure  of  his  invitation  and  his  welcome 
beforehand,  otherwise  his  visit  will  involve  some  involun¬ 
tary  Companion  in  the  expense  necessary  to  pay  his  charge, 
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for  there  is  no  general  fund  from  which  to  draw.  While  this 

'w 

plays  hob  with  the  pleasing  fable,  7  Masonry"  round  the 
globe,”  and  may  cause  and' perhaps  already  has  caused 
some  heartburnings,  nevertheless  the  'beauty  and  sym¬ 
bolism  of  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  Degree  is  worth  even 
this  sacrifice. 

Quoting  Mackey  again  who  says :  “  In  the  preceding  degrees 
the  duties  of  life  have  been  delineated  under  various  types ; 
the  virtuous  craftsman  has  been  assiduously  laboring  to 
erect  within  his  heart  a  spiritual  temple  of  holiness,  fit  for 
the  habitation  of  Him  who  is  the  holiest  of  beings.  If  the 
moral  and  religious  precepts  of  the  order  have  been  observed, 
stone  has  been  placed  upon  stone— virtue  has  been  added 
to  virtue — and  the  duties  of  one  day  have  been  scrupulously 
performed  only  that  the  duties  of  the  next  may  be  com¬ 
menced  with  equal  zeal. 

And  now  all  is  accomplished;  the  spiritual  edifice  which 
it  was  given  to  man  to  erect,  that  ‘house  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens  ’  ....  has  become  a  stately 
and  finished  building,  and  there  remains  no  more  to  be 
done,  save  to  place  the  cape-stone,  DEATH,  upon  its 
summit.  ’  ’  Such  is  the  esoteric  meaning  as  Mackey  sees  it. 

Historically,  the  completion  and  dedication  of  the  Temple 
of  King  Solomon  was  made  the  occasion  of  bestowing  some 
distinguishing  mark  upon  those  whose  skill  had  aided  in 
producing  so  magnificent  a  structure  as  to  have  com¬ 
manded  the  admiration  of  the  Queen  of  Sheba  and  made 
it  the  wonder  of  the  world. 

The  celebration  of  the  cape-stone  or  dedication  of  the 
Temple  was  in  reality  a  consecration  of  the  edifice  to  the 
service  of  the  Most  High  God. 

What  greater  consecration  of  the  human  temple  can  be 
conceived  than  that  which  fits  one  to  be  a  Most  Excellent 
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Master?  To  dispense  light  and  knowledge  to  the  unin¬ 
formed  is  the  task  set  him  who  is  received  and  accepted  a 
Most  Excellent  Master. 

These  thoughts  have  thronged  upon  me  as  I  am  about  to 
lay  aside  the  reporter’s  pen,  for  I  have  striven  with  what 
power  I  had  to  wield  it  only  for  the  advancement  and 
uplifting  of  the  highest  ideals.  Now,  by  the  kind  permis¬ 
sion  of  our  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  I  am  to  cease  from 
these  labors.  But  I  seize  the  opportunity  to  acknowledge 
the  many  courtesies  shown  me  by  the  reportorial  corps  and 
to  wish  them  every  good  thing.  To  the  Companions  of  the 
dear  old  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania  let  me  say  good-by. 

S.  B. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Matthias  H.  Henderson, 
Stockton  Bates, 

Thomas  F.  Penman, 

Robert  E.  Umbel, 

James  W.  Hughes, 

Committee. 
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STATISTICS 

From  General  Returns  of  Chapters  to  December  27,  1906. 


No. 

Name. 

Marked. 

Adm. 

Died. 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

3 

Jerusalem, 

36 

6 

13 

2 

2 

00 

21 

Perseverance, 

25 

4 

3 

2 

3 

229 

43 

IO 

4 

2 

4 

285 

52 

Harmony, 

45 

1 

26 

9 

8 

1187 

9i 

Columbia, 

45 

2 

21 

4 

2 

605 

150 

Washington, 

34 

1 

1 

2 

2 

234 

152 

Reading, 

11 

2 

4 

1 

5 

233 

159 

Schuylkill, 

38 

161 

Union, 

8 

2 

224 

162 

Zerubbabel, 

57 

9 

11 

1 

19 

979 

163 

LaFayette, 

7  • 

1 

3 

123 

164 

Brownsville, 

11 

1 

135 

165 

Union, 

15 

8 

1 

1 

8 

203 

166 

Mount  Moriah, 

8 

3 

102 

167 

Eureka, 

12 

3 

2 

ii5 

169 

Philadelphia, 

17 

8 

3 

254 

170 

Delta, 

33 

5 

1 

1 

9 

287 

171 

St.  John’s, 

11 

1 

1 

3 

1 10 

172 

Temple, 

7 

2 

2 

97 

173 

Easton, 

17 

2 

5 

3 

243 

174 

Northumberland, 

17 

2 

2 

9i 

175 

Keystone, 

27 

2 

4 

5 

2 

543 

176 

George  Washingto 

n,  12 

1 

1 

109 

1 77 

Tamaqua, 

2 

2 

54 

178 

Catawissa, 

3 

28 

179 

Eureka, 

11 

2 

1 

139 

180 

Warren, 

2 

1 

2 

30 

181 

Lilly, 

6 

3 

2 

122 

182 

Shekinah, 

28 

4 

4 

2 

1 7 

342 

183 

Oriental, 

53 

8 

24 

13 

33 

1177 

185 

Lackawanna, 

39 

6 

4 

397 

186 

Lewistown, 

8 

2 

90 

187 

Oriental, 

6 

1 

70 

189 

Mountain, 

14 

2 

5 

330 

190 

Norristown, 

25 

6 

1 

2 

376 

191 

Solomon, 

9 

2 

2 

2 

2 

82 

192 

Urania, 

35 

1 

1 

287 

193 

Duquesne, 

61 

2 

10 

9 

6 

786 

194 

Tioga, 

2 

1 

6 

57 

r95 

Portage, 

20 

2 

1 

178 
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No. 

Name. 

Marked. 

Adm 

Died. 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

196 

Mountain  City, 

12 

2 

I 

134 

I97 

Weidle, 

7 

2 

132 

198 

Phoenix, 

9 

I 

2 

I 

208 

l99 

Howell, 

12 

•5 

3 

5 

203 

200 

Columbus, 

7 

2 

1 

5 

93 

201 

Standing  Stone, 

8 

1 

98 

202 

Howell, 

4 

1 

1 

99 

203 

Allen, 

28 

2 

1 

242 

204 

Anthony  Wayne, 

6 

1 

70 

205 

Factory  ville, 

5 

4 

4 

58 

206 

Harmony, 

1 1 

1 

3 

1 

■2 

3 

hi 

207 

Aaron, 

6 

1 

2 

57 

208 

Germantown, 

16 

2 

3 

4 

230 

209 

Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

1 

1 

68 

210 

Great  Bend, 

8 

1 

1 

1 

36 

21 1 

Venango, 

13 

3 

I 

189 

212 

Mound, 

10 

1 

1 

2 

145 

214 

Valley, 

7 

100 

215 

Temple, 

11 

2 

2 

1 

267 

216 

Zinzendorf, 

5 

114 

217 

Allegheny, 

35 

4 

8 

3 

77 1 

218 

Bloomsburg, 

3 

1 

2 

69 

219 

Griscom, 

6 

2 

93 

220 

Fort  Washington, 

1 

2 

36 

221 

Tremont, 

4 

1 

70 

222 

Lycoming, 

29 

1 

8 

318 

223 

Oxford, 

14 

2 

1 

87 

224 

Corinthian, 

6 

121 

225 

Jefferson, 

1 7 

2 

243 

226 

Siloam, 

14 

2 

6 

'3 

223 

227 

Emporium, 

6 

1 

1 

78 

228 

Clearjield, 

10 

4 

3 

3 

167 

230 

Elk, 

6 

1 

130 

232 

St.  John, 

1 1 

1 

8 

7 

8 

286 

233 

Kensington, 

i5 

1 

15 

3 

00 

0 

u~> 

234 

Media, 

6 

1 

1 

92 

235 

Occidental, 

15 

2 

1 

131 

236 

Oil  City, 

11 

2 

2 

149 

237 

Excelsior, 

15 

8 

7 

3 

6 

429 

238 

Newport, 

1 

55 

239 

Danville, 

9 

1 

4 

2 

74 

240 

Palestine, 

52 

7 

7 

1 

2 

501 

241 

Bellefonte, 

12 

1 

103 

242 

Pittston, 

12 

2 

2 

129 
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No. 

Name. 

Marked. 

Adm. 

Died. 

Res. 

Susp. 

Meml. 

243 

T.  B.  Freeman, 

40 

IO 

15 

5 

3 

722 

244 

Norman, 

9 

I 

1 

154 

245 

Abington, 

7 

2 

O 

*  J 

82 

246 

Warrior  Run, 

6 

*  I 

I 

IOI 

247 

Orient, 

4i 

6 

2 

224 

248 

Temple, 

27 

4 

4  ~ 

3 

2 

241 

249 

Monongahela, 

22 

I 

1 

1 

213 

to 

01 

O 

Corinthian, 

20 

4 

4 

2 

336 

251 

Signet, 

O 

I 

161 

252 

Mizpah,  • 

2 

90 

254 

Arnold, 

a 

34 

255 

Bedford, 

7 

4 

2 

74 

256 

University, 

36 

1 

5 

2 

4 

434 

257 

Shiloh, 

16 

4 

1 

7 

572 

258 

Chester, 

30 

3 

1 

1 

318 

259 

Eden, 

12 

2 

149 

260 

Bradford, 

7 

4 

2 

4 

278 

261 

Troy, 

1 

2 

2 

3 

68 

262 

Montgomery, 

9 

0 

1 

1 

174 

263 

Coudersport, 

1 

2 

64 

264 

Shamokin, 

2 

2 

3 

1 1 1 

265 

Westfield, 

2 

1 

36 

266 

Good  Samaritan, 

7 

*9 

2 

22 

100 

267 

Coatesville, 

9 

1 

1 

1 22 

268 

Pittsburgh, 

38 

2 

2 

3 

408 

269 

Ulysses, 

6 

I 

38 

270 

Doylestown, 

16 

2 

106 

271 

Pottstown, 

5 

2 

3 

126 

272 

Hebron, 

9 

1 

1 

74 

273 

Butler, 

14 

2 

1 

1 

2 

180 

274 

Bangor, 

7 

2 

3 

67 

275 

Kennett, 

5 

1 

52 

276 

The  Susquehanna, 

6 

- 

1 

73 

2  77 

Hazleton, 

10 

4 

1 

• 

145 

278 

Catasauqua, 

16 

1 

3 

1 

1 16 

279 

Kane, 

4 

1 

73 

280 

Cyrus, 

35 

1 

1 

229 

281 

Monroe, 

2 

100 

282 

McKeesport, 

34 

2 

1 

34o 

283 

Connellsville, 

i5 

1 

1 

106 

284 

Melita, 

66 

1 1 

1 

343 

285 

Wilkin  sburg, 

32 

184 

286 

Bellevue, 

18 

1 

1 

127 

1,964 

198 

369 

176 

235 

26,691 

\ 
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GRAND  CHAPTERS  IN  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH 
GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Grand  Chapter.  Grand  Secretary. 


Alabama . . . 

Arizona  . . 

Arkansas . 

California . 

Canada  . 

Colorado . . . 

Connecticut . 

Delaware  . . 

District  of  Columbia . 

England . 

England,  Grand  Mark  Lodge . 

Florida . 

General  Grand  Chapter . 

Georgia . 

Illinois . 

Indiana . 

Indian  Territory . 

Iowa . 

Ireland . 

Kansas . 

Kentucky . .  .  .  .  . 

Louisiana . .  .  .  . 

Maine . 

Maryland . 

Massachusetts . 

Michigan . 

Minnesota . 

Mississippi . . 

Missouri . 

Montana . 

Nebraska . 

Nevada  . 

New  Brunswick . 

New  Hampshire . 

New  Jersey . 

New  Mexico . . . 

New  York  .  . . 

North  Carolina  .  . . 

North  Dakota  .  .  .  .  • . 

Nova  Scotia . 

Ohio  .  . . 

Oregon  . . . . 

Pennsylvania .  . 

Quebec . 

Rhode  Island . . . 

Scotland . . . 

South  Carolina . 

South  Dakota . ’ . 

Tennessee . 

Texas . 

Vermont . 

Victoria . 

Virginia . . . 

Washington . 

West  Virginia . 

Wisconsin . 


.  George  A.  Beauchamp,  Montgomery. 

.  George  K.  Roskruge,  Tucson. 

.  John  C.  Bone,  Batesville. 

.  William  A.  Davies,  San  Francisco. 

.  George  J.  Bennett,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 

.  Charles  H.  Jacobson,  Denver. 

.  James  McCormick,  Hartford. 

.  James  H.  Price,  Wilmington. 

.  Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Washington. 

.  Edward  Letchworth.  Freemasons’  Hall,  London. 
.  C.  F.  Matier,  Mark  Masons’  Hall,  London. 

.  Wilber  P.  Webster,  Jacksonville. 

.  Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

.  W.  A.  Wolihin,  Macon. 

.  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago. 

.  Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis. 

.  Joseph  S.  Murrow,  Atoka. 

.  Alf.  Wingate,  Des  Moines. 

.  H.  E.  Flavelle,  Freemasons’  Hall,  Dublin. 

.  William  M.  Shaver,  Topeka. 

.  Henry  B.  Grant,  Louisville. 

.  Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans. 

.  Stephen  Berry,  Portland. 

.  John  H.  Miller,  Baltimore. 

.  J.  Gilman  Waite,  Boston. 

.  Charles  A.  Conover,  Coldwater. 

.  Thomas  Montgomery,  St.  Paul. 

.  Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg. 

.  Robert  F.  Stevenson,  St.  Louis. 

.  Cornelius  Hedges,  Helena. 

.  Francis  E.  White,  Omaha. 

.  Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City. 

.  J.  Twining  Hartt,  St.  John. 

.  Frank  D.  Woodbury,  Concord. 

.  L.  L.  Grear,  Passaic. 

.  Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque. 

.  Christopher  G.  Fox.  Buffalo. 

.  James  C.  Munds,  Wilmington. 

.  Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo. 

.  S.  J.  Waddell,  Truro. 

.  Edwin  Hagenbuch,  Urbana. 

.  James  F.  Robinson,  Eugene. 

.  Charles  Cary,  Philadelphia. 

.  Will  H.  Whyte,  Montreal. 

.  William  R.  Greene,  Providence. 

.  Robert  S.  Brown,  Edinburgh, 

.  J.  T.  Barron,  Columbia. 

.  Louis  G.  Levoy,  Sioux  Falls. 

.  W.  A.  Clendening,  Nashville. 

.  John  A.  Bryan,  Waco. 

.  Henry  H.  Ross,  Burlington. 

.  John  Braim,  Melbourne. 

.  James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg. 

.  Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla. 

.  David  K.  Reed,  Clarksburg. 

.  William  W.  Perry,  Milwaukee. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 

TO  AND  FROM 

GRAND  CHAPTERS. 


WALTER  D.  CLARK  ....  Alabama . 

WILLIAM  J.  KELLY . Arkansas . 

ALEXANDER  H.  MORGAN  .California . 


THOMAS  R.  PATTON  ....  Canada 


FRANK  J.  COLLINS . Connecticut 

WM.  M.  DONALDSON  .  .  Colorado  . 

JAMES  S.  BARBER . Delaware  . 


DANIEL  W.  HUTCHIN  .  .  .  District  of  Columbia 


ROBERT  M.  HEARIN. 

W.  K.  RAMSEY. 

JAS.  WRIGHT  ANDERSON. 
DONALD  McPHIE. 

A  E.  BLAKESLEE. 

HARPER  M.  ORAHOOD. 
JOHN  W.  LAWSON. 
MARTIN  R.  THORP. 


Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  .  WILLIAM  J.  HUGHAN. 


H.  OSCAR  KLINE  .  .  . 
GEORGE  P.  BALMAIN 
GEORGE  B.  WELLS  .  . 
THOMAS  F.  PENMAN 
FRANK  M.  HIGHLEY. 
JOHN  A.  PERRY  .  . 
SAMUEL  W.  WRAY  .  . 
EDGAR  A.  TENNIS  .  . 
WILLIAM  B.  MEREDITH 
ALEXANDER  McCUNE .  . 

J.  HENRY  WILLIAMS  .  .  . 
MARTIN  L.  SHAFFNER  .  . 
WILLIAM  L.  GORGAS 
THOMAS  JACOBS  .  .  . 
DAVID  M.  KINZER. 
GEORGE  W.  KENDRICK,  Jr 
ISAAC  N.  GRUBB  . 
CHARLES  F.  WIGNALL 
S.  E.  BURKE  KINSLOE 
EZRA  S.  BARTLETT  . 
CHARLES  CARY.  .  .  . 
JAMES  S.  BARBER.  .  . 
MICHAEL  W.  JACOBS. 
JAMES  H.  CODDING  . 
CARL  A.  SUNDSTROM 
EDWARD  B.  SPENCER 
JOHN  McKAIN .  .  .  . 
STOCKTON  BATES 
JOSEPH  M.  WIATT  . 
PETER  BAR  KEY  .  . 
THOMAS  R.  PATTON 
HIBBERT  P.  JOHN  . 
WILLIAM  A.  SINN. 

LOUIS  WAGNER  .  . 

M.  H.  HENDERSON 
THOMAS  A.  KERSHAM 
JOHN  C.  WALLACE  .  . 
CHARLES  K.  FRANCIS 


Florida  .... 
Georgia  .... 

Illinois . 

Indian  Territory  , 
Indiana  .... 

Iowa . 

Kansas  .... 
Kentucky  .  ,  . 
Louisiana  .  .  . 

Maine . 

Maryland  .  .  . 
Massachusetts  . 
Minnesota  .  .  . 
Mississippi  .  .  . 
Missouri .... 
.Nebraska  .  .  . 
Nevada  .... 
New  Brunswick  , 
New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey  .  . 
New  York  .  .  . 
North  Carolina 
North  Dakota  . 
Nova  Scotia  .  . 

Ohio . 

Oregon  .... 
Quebec  .... 
Rhode  Island  .  , 
South  Carolina  . 
South  Dakota  . 
Scotland  .... 
Tennessee  .  .  . 

Texas . 

Vermont  .... 
Victoria  .... 
Virginia  .  .  .  .  , 
West  Virginia  . 
Wisconsin  .  .  . 


LOUIS  C.  MASSEY. 

DAVID  W.  MEADOW. 

P.  W.  BARCLAY. 

JAMES  F.  HUMPHREY. 
SIMEON  S.  JOHNSON. 

C.  B.  MILLS. 

FRANK  E.  DAVIS. 
GEORGE  A.  LEWIS. 

J.  H.  CALDWELL. 
FRANKLIN  R.  REDLON. 
GEORGE  L.  WELLINGTON 
SAMUEL  F.  HUBBARD. 
JAMES  RIDLER. 

S.  C.  CONLY. 

ARTHUR  CONGER. 
ROBERT  W.  McGINNIS. 
ROBERT  L.  FULTON. 
THOMAS  A.  GODSOE. 
SAMUEL  CONDON,  Jr. 
HENRY  S.  HAINES. 
GEORGE  H.  TOOP. 

HENRY  G.  SMALLBONES. 
ALEXANDER  B.  TAYLOR. 
JOHN  HAY. 

JAMES  W.  IREDELL,  Jr. 

A.  A.  STEVENSON. 
ALBERT  L.  ANTHONY. 
WILLIAM  E.  GANTT. 

A.  C.  BIERNATZKI. 
ALFRED  A.  MURRAY. 
JOHN  M.  SEARS. 
BENJAMIN  W.  FRYMIER 
J.  HENRY  JACKSON. 
HUGH  WILLIAM  SINCLAIR 
R.  M.  FERGUSON. 

JOHN  C.  RIHELDAFFER. 
HOMER  B.  HUBBELL. 


OFFICERS 


OF 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 


1907 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

O.  Address,  Kittanning,  Pa. 


WILLIAM  B.  MEREDITH 

CARL  A.  SUNDSTROM 
A.  G.  CRISWELL  SMITH 
THOMAS  R.  PATTON  . 
CHARLES  CARY  . 


M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


P.  O.  Address,  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

Hibbert  P.  John  ..... 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.  .  .  . 

Matthias  H.  Henderson 

James  S.  Barber  ..... 

Alexander  H.  Morgan 

Edgar  A.  Tennis  .... 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett  .... 

Michael  William  Jacobs 

Edward  B.  Spencer 

Henry  Oscar  Kline  .... 

J.  Henry  Williams  .... 


1881-1882 
1885-1886 
1887-1888 
1889-1890 
1891-1892 
1893-1894 
1895-1896 
1899-1900 
1 901— 1902 
1903-1904 
1905-1906 
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